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ADJOURNMENT 

Fassifern Valley, Floods 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (9.56 pm): The electorate of Beaudesert was severely 

affected by the floods which hit South-East Queensland on the Australia Day weekend this year. The 

Fassifern Valley in the west around the Cunningham Highway area and through to the centres around 

Beaudesert and up on Tambourine Mountain towards the coast were all affected. In the west out in 

the Fassifern Valley a lot of farms were washed away and a lot of livelihoods were washed away.  

Tonight I want to talk about the recovery which is beginning to occur in this region. It has dried 

out. People have been able to pick up some of the mud and silt which had formed on their farms after 

being washed there. They have got to work on cleaning out their creeks and drains and with levelling 

their fields and are looking forward to planting crops again. I am glad to report that one of the major 

growers in the Fassifern has informed us all that it will be able to plant carrots this year and in six 

months time it will be producing carrots out of the Fassifern once again. It is important that we keep 

track of the primary producers who have been very much affected by the flood this year and we 

should not forget the terrible hardship that that has inflicted on them. We need to stay in touch with 

the farmers and the families who have been affected and lost so much money to keep an eye on them 

from a psychological and emotional point of view to ensure that they are standing up to the tough task 

of recovery. 

As we look out for them and we look for the green shoots of recovery, we need to also think 

about the financial assistance which the government can give. I am glad that category C and category 

D funding between the Commonwealth and the state has been approved for the Scenic Rim, but that 

only goes part of the way. Unfortunately, the debt and deficit left to us by the former government 

makes it ever so much harder for this government to be able to dig deep to support our primary 

producers. We will dig as deep as we can, but the black hole we are in makes it a lot harder. Those 

opposite never saved for a rainy day. We also have to look at long-term structural changes in the 

recovery—look at how we can free up our economy from regulation, free up our primary producers 

and our small businesses, look at the regimes relating to water and electricity.  

I am glad to see that this government has made moves on vegetation management legislation. 
I am glad to see that we are looking at the electricity industry. We are also going to be looking at 
water regulation. We can only pray that the Gillard government will be defeated in a very short time so 
we can get rid of that carbon tax as well, which is adding more of a cost to all of our primary 
producers every day and dragging profitability down even further. We need to look at reform now—not 
just financial assistance but structural reform to our economy to support our producers and small 
businesses into the future. 

(Time expired) 
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