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Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the
Commonwealth Games) (3.28 pm): I stand before the House as the very proud member for Currumbin to
join the debate on the South East Queensland Water (Restructuring) and Other Legislation Amendment
Bill, introduced by the very capable Minister for Energy and Water Supply, the honourable member for
Caloundra, on 31 October 2012. The objective of this legislation is to deliver on the Newman government’s
commitment to amalgamate the three South-East Queensland bulk water entities and to establish a single
integrated water authority responsible for delivering water to the region. To do so, the bill seeks to amend
the South-East Queensland Water (Distribution and Retail Restructuring) Act 2009, the South East
Queensland Water (Restructuring) Act 2007, the Water Act 2000, the Water Fluoridation Act 2008 and the
Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act 2008. 

The bill, if passed, will allow the businesses of LinkWater and the SEQ Water Grid Manager to be
integrated into the Queensland Bulk Water Supply Authority, with the amalgamation expected to take effect
by regulation from 1 January 2013. This merger will see responsibility for water planning largely transferred
to the merged bulk water entity and more closely align SEQ with the rest of Queensland. 

This bill also provides for the abolition of the Queensland Water Commission by drafting
amendments to the Water Act 2000. The commission has no operational role in the SEQ water market,
given it was established in 2006 by the Beattie Labor government at the height of severe drought
conditions. Whilst it has played an important role in developing long-term supply plans and demand
management strategies, the need for a commission is no longer there and as such this bill will abolish it.
Any continuing functions of the Water Commission will transfer to the Department of Energy and Water
Supply or the bulk water entity established by the merger. This is all about taking a common-sense
approach to creating and fostering an efficient, productive water sector. 

As the minister said in his explanatory speech, the overriding objective is to simplify the complex
operating and regulatory environment while allowing government to maintain appropriate oversight and
policy responsibility in key areas such as water pricing. The merge will generate immediate cost-saving
benefits—namely, reducing the bureaucracies and duplications put in place by the previous government.
This move will help restore accountability in the sector and over time the confidence of the constituency in
their ability to deliver low-cost water. 

The merged entity will have a new board appointed to plan for a strong, productive future whose aim
will be to ensure construction and maintenance of infrastructure is of the highest standard and able to
continually meet growing demand in the most proficient way. This move will see the needs of customers
become the central focus of the new entity and ensure decisions made into the future focus on driving
efficiencies and ultimately driving costs down. It is a positive way forward. 
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Under Labor we saw eight pieces of legislation related to their ill-fated water reform from 2006 to
2012 pass through this parliament. In February of this year Labor put forward legislation that, among a
number of things, allowed the dismantling of distributor-retailer Allconnex. Whilst in opposition and now in
government the LNP did not and will not support ill-thought out legislation. But those opposite did. I am
surprised at the gall of the honourable member for Mulgrave who was a willing participant in Labor’s
mangled water reform bills. 

Labor ignored any creative solutions and positive amendments put forward by the LNP and instead
were content to see the mess of the water sector spiral out of control. The manner in which Labor treated
South-East Queensland residents and the pain they caused them as a direct result of their total
incompetence was nothing short of shameful. Whilst in opposition we watched bill after bill being
introduced to the House that did nothing but cause the water bills of residents to soar to unjustifiable
heights. 

I feel it important to note the Minister for Energy and Water Supply’s comments in his explanatory
speech. He stated—
The new entity and its board has one primary deliverable: a supply network that delivers high quality water at the lowest cost possible.

What a refreshing change of attitude from our minister compared to how Queenslanders were
treated by the former Labor government and its ministers. I have stood in this House countless times
exposing the appalling actions of the former Labor government. Currumbin residents suffered no end due
to a government that did not care how often or how hard they hit Queenslanders in their hip pockets. My
electorate office was inundated with constituents who were outraged at what was happening. I cannot
stress enough just how angry and upset residents were when those hugely increased water bills arrived in
their letterboxes.

Some people simply could not pay them. Rises were often as much as 20 per cent on their last bill
despite their conservative water usage. It is very important to note that people on the Gold Coast were
some of the best water warriors in the state. We were used to restricting our water use and we were doing
it very well. My community groups were devastated and worse a large number of water meters had not
even been read by Allconnex. Residents were powerless to do anything, but they were mighty cranky and
protested loudly. 

I have lost count of how many times in this House I expressed the anguish and pain of people in my
electorate over the Tugun desalination plant or the water entity Allconnex. The Tugun desalination plant
has had more episodes than Days of Our Lives, and it is continuing. Those heartless Labor members,
some whom are still here, not many mind you but still some, did not care less. Labor did nothing for the
good folk of Queensland as their bills and other basic living costs continued to climb. They did what Labor
did best—they buried their head in the sand, time and time again. 

In the short time the LNP have been in government we have demonstrated we are a government
about lowering the cost of living and about getting Queensland back on track. This government, under the
very capable minister, the honourable member for Caloundra, is doing all we can to rectify the mess that
Labor created. South-East Queensland residents have been paying the price for Labor incompetence for
too long. The ill-fated water grid cost Queensland residents a staggering $9 billion or thereabouts due to
the Labor government failing to properly plan. We saw problem after problem created because of that
water grid that blew the cost totally out of the water, pardon the pun, while those opposite sat unmoved and
watched residents endure unnecessary pain. Labor fostered a culture of debt and deficit as honourable
members are all too aware of. 

This year’s budget provided for an $80 rebate to domestic households in South-East Queensland.
This rebate demonstrates that the LNP government understands the cost-of-living pressures
Queenslanders are dealing with every day and showcases our unwavering commitment to finally provide
relief. In order to provide the most relief and see the largest rebate provided, local councils have been
asked to contribute to the cost. This ensures the residents truly are the winners in this situation. As
reported in the Gold Coast Bulletin on 17 November, Gold Coast City Council Mayor Tom Tate has
committed to chipping in $10 of this $80 rebate. 

It will be a long road to untangle the disgraceful mess that Labor created, but the minister has
already made huge inroads in this area, and I sincerely congratulate him. Residents are finally starting to
realise they have a government that will work for them, not against them. This government has a plan for
the future of South-East Queensland water and will ensure that the incompetent mismanagement of the
water sector is well and truly behind us. The Newman government will work with Queenslanders and with
local councils to ensure water prices are kept as low as possible. 
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