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Second Reading

Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the
Commonwealth Games) (11.40 am): I move—
That the bill be now read a second time.

I thank the State Development, Infrastructure and Industry Committee for its expeditious
consideration of the Tourism and Events Queensland Bill 2012—a bill that will facilitate the merger of
Tourism Queensland and Events Queensland and repeal the Tourism Queensland Act 1979. I note that the
committee tabled its report on 22 November 2012 and that the committee has made one
recommendation—that is, that the bill be passed. The government accepts this recommendation and
appreciates the committee’s support in this regard. The committee has also drawn two issues to my
attention which I want to briefly address. The first relates to the ability for the Governor in Council to
remove the CEO of Tourism and Events Queensland from office at any time for any reason or none. As the
committee notes in its report, provisions that allow the Governor in Council to remove a statutory body’s
corporate CEO or board members ‘for any reason or none’ are not uncommon. Within my portfolio
legislation, a similar provision exists for the CEO of the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games
Corporation. CEO and senior executive officer contracts within government also include standard
provisions which allow removal from office for no reason.

The second issue raised by the committee is that proposed subclause 38(4) operates as a Henry
VIII clause because it allows the statutorily set flexibility to decide employment terms under proposed
subsection 38(3) to be able to be displaced by a contrary provision in an industrial instrument such as an
industrial award, certified agreement, code of practice and so on. The clause is necessary to continue the
employment conditions for employees of Tourism Queensland and Events Queensland who are
transitioned to the new entity. This will keep employees in the state industrial relations system. Abolishing it
at this time would see employees fall under the federal system.

As I said in this House on 1 November this year when I moved the motion referring the bill to the
committee for consideration, the current legislation limits the number of members that can be appointed to
the Corporation of Tourism Queensland to nine. Because of this limit, we have been unable to appoint
additional members to the corporation or set up a new board with the overarching responsibility for tourism
and events. The corporation and the board of Events Queensland have, however, continued to meet
separately as there has been so much activity in these sectors, and I am sure honourable members would
agree that there has been plenty of activity in tourism and events. The new board members include
experienced and highly respected industry representatives who will bring a new focus and a wealth of
knowledge to the new entity. These appointments allow us to expand the membership of the new board of
Tourism and Events Queensland so that it has the right mix of skills to refocus and reshape the state’s
approach to tourism and events, and that is to reposition Queensland as Australia’s premier destination.
The changes in strategic leadership of the organisation will give it the fresh start and renewed energy it
needs to drive the government’s tourism agenda and DestinationQ strategy.
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Events Queensland was established as a proprietary limited company in 1989 to support and
develop events that are capable of generating sustainable economic activity by attracting visitors from
interstate and overseas. I am pleased to say that it has been very successful and has grown the calendar
from 21 major events in 2010 to 39 in 2012, and I want to place on record our appreciation to all those
involved in growing Queensland events. There is a clear synergy between Events Queensland’s role and
the role of Tourism Queensland to achieving a more integrated approach to enticing visitors to
Queensland—whether they come for holidays, events, visiting family and friends, conventions, festivals
and many more opportunities. Events in Queensland provided an estimated economic impact in 2011-12 of
almost $240 million. These events, supported by Events Queensland, attracted an estimated 1.1 million
attendees, more than 500,000 visitors and over one million visitor nights. On top of this, the convention
market is estimated to be worth almost $700 million to the Queensland economy. This is the major reason
we want to bring the entities together—to maximise our great state’s efforts in attracting visitors to
Queensland and provide greater coordination and planning around tourism and events.

The new chairman of Tourism Queensland, Mr Stephen Gregg, said that the new organisation would
bring new opportunities and that the future was all about realising and creating these opportunities.
Mr Gregg made the point that, without events, tourism in this state would be in real trouble, as events are a
major player in tourism. I am confident our chairman, with his vast experience across the tourism industry,
will provide the leadership and direction required to make this a smooth transition and to boost visitation
significantly.

This bill will facilitate the merger. It will continue Tourism Queensland in existence as Tourism and
Events Queensland and transfer the assets and liabilities of Events Queensland to the entity. The functions
of Tourism Queensland and Events Queensland will continue under the entity and events will continue to
remain a major focus for the Newman government. It is expected that the merger will provide significant
benefits to both organisations, and these include better shared information about events and tourism
trends and issues, a shared budget and the efficiencies that go with it, and continuing acknowledgement of
the previously close working relationship between Tourism Queensland and Events Queensland. It will
also give us synergies between promotion of events and their ability to drive visitor demand.

The bill predominantly addresses the governance and structure of Tourism and Events Queensland.
It covers the functions and powers of the entity, appointment of the chief executive officer, establishment of
the board and its committees, and the proceedings and business of the board. The bill continues the
Tourism Queensland Employing Office in existence as the Tourism and Events Queensland Employing
Office. Employees of Tourism Queensland will continue to be employed by the renamed employing office.
Importantly, the bill includes provisions around planning and accountability to ensure Tourism and Events
Queensland is performing and achieving the best value for money for Queensland taxpayers. This was not
always evident under the previous government.

These provisions are particularly relevant to the issues raised by the Auditor-General in his review of
tourism agencies of government tabled in this House on 27 November. The Auditor-General’s report
highlighted concerns with the governance framework in which Events Queensland and Tourism
Queensland have operated, the unclear link to the previous government’s priorities and the limited
assessment of their performance. Significantly, some of the recommendations from the Auditor-General’s
report will be addressed through the merger and accountability measures that we have included in this bill,
and a number of the issues raised by the Auditor-General were already being taken care of through our
comprehensive tourism policy, DestinationQ strategy and a signed partnership agreement with recognised
leading industry body, QTIC. Tourism and Events Queensland will be subject to the highest accountability
standards outlined in the Financial Accountability Act 2009, the Financial and Performance Management
Standard 2009 and the Statutory Bodies Financial Arrangements Act 1982.

The bill will also allow the minister to give the entity a statement of expectations. The statement is an
important part of increasing accountability measures, as it will provide a clear direction of the minister’s
expectations of the corporation in performing its functions and may also provide for the reporting to the
minister about the corporation’s activities. As a key agency in the delivery of the Queensland government’s
tourism industry goals, it is important that Tourism and Events Queensland remains conscious of, and
responsive to, the policy goals of the government of the day. The statement will provide greater clarity
about what the government expects. It will ensure the entity’s functions are aligned with the government’s
broader policy agenda and meet community expectations in terms of efficiency, effectiveness and
transparency. The statement of expectations will also assist in providing greater role clarity with the
department.

Finally, the bill includes a range of transitional provisions, including continuing particular
appointments, transferring ownership of Events Queensland subsidiary companies—these being Asia
Pacific Screen Awards Ltd, Gold Coast Events Management Ltd and the Gold Coast Events Co. Pty Ltd—
to Tourism and Events Queensland, and recognising length of service and accrued leave entitlements of
Events Queensland staff who transfer to the new entity.
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There is no doubt that we need to get Queensland back to its rightful position as Australia’s No. 1
tourist destination and we cannot afford to waste any more time. We now have a government in
Queensland that is totally committed to growing tourism as one of the four pillars of the economy. The
people of Queensland put their trust in us in a very convincing manner and now we are following through
on our pledge that tourism is one of the four pillars of this great state’s economy and to get our neglected
industry back on top after so many years of being taken for granted. We bring a whole new approach and
a new attitude to tourism—a whole-of-government approach that is inclusive and consultative. We are a
government that understands the huge potential of our tourism industry, a government that gets tourism
and a government that will give the industry the support and attention it needs to lead once again. 

Within our first 100 days in government we achieved the creation of a new department, with key
responsibility for tourism; we established a tourism cabinet committee; we organised and held the
inaugural DestinationQ forum in Cairns; and we established both a specialised tourism investment
attraction unit and the Attracting Aviation Investment Fund. The government has also provided additional
funding of $20 million in the 2012-13 budget to implement a tourism investment strategy, focusing on
destination marketing. These funds will assist Tourism and Events Queensland to support destination
marketing and to deliver on the action plan. On top of the $20 million, the $49.6 million Events budget
committed in this year’s budget will ensure that we maintain and grow an exciting calendar of major
business and regional events that will deliver significant economic benefits for Queensland and go a long
way to ensuring that we meet 2020 growth targets. 

This bill will provide a streamlined approach to tourism and events in Queensland. It represents a
significant step in returning Queensland tourism to No. 1 and delivering on the Newman government’s goal
of increasing overnight visitor expenditure to $30 billion per annum by 2020. I am very proud to commend
this bill to the House. 
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