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Speech by

Hon. Jann Stuckey

MEMBER FOR CURRUMBIN

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Tourism Industry

Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the
Commonwealth Games) (9.56 am): I rise to inform the House of the great work the Newman government is
doing in my portfolio to get Queensland out of debt, create jobs and build a better future for Queensland
families. Not only do we recognise tourism as one of the four pillars of our economy; we are committed to
regaining Queensland’s position as No. 1 tourism destination in Australia. In a mere eight months we have
set up a department for tourism, established a tourism cabinet committee, put in place the aviation
attraction fund and the Tourism Investment Attraction Unit and, importantly, conducted the first
DestinationQ forum for industry in Cairns. 

One of the major announcements at the forum was doubling of funding for our RTOs, with
$3.89 million going towards a contestable fund. Last week I announced the 28 successful projects under
this fund. Every one of our state’s 13 RTOs has been successful in their bids for a slice of this money. We
will see some wonderful innovative projects over coming months. The contestable grants scheme is
another example of how we are partnering with industry to deliver. And the industry has brought together
groups that in the past have not tended to work together. 

This is just the tip of the iceberg, as honourable members heard yesterday. Last night I had the
pleasure of welcoming yet another airline to Brisbane, Hawaiian Airlines—aloha!—who will fly direct
Honolulu-Brisbane three times a week, adding a further 41,000 seats direct to Brisbane and opening up
new routes from other United States cities. I could continue, but I am sure honourable members can see
that we are getting tourism back on track and proving yet again that this is a great state with great
opportunities. 
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