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Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the
Commonwealth Games) (10.35 pm): I rise to join the debate on the Economic Development Bill 2012
introduced by the Deputy Premier and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure and Planning on 1
November 2012. As the Deputy Premier has pointed out, the bill combines the provisions of the Industrial
Development Act 1963 and the Urban Land Development Authority Act 2007 into a single Economic
Development Act that will establish the Minister for Economic Development Queensland, MEDQ, as a
corporation sole, and the Economic Development Board, in place of the current Minister for Industrial
Development Queensland and Urban Land Development Authority. 

My particular interest is in what the bill achieves for the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games.
This is a simple, sensible, coordinated approach to developing infrastructure for the games. My
department collaborated with the Deputy Premier’s department in the drafting of provisions for the
Commonwealth Games Infrastructure Authority, the CGIA, which will facilitate the planning and
development of the games village, and other venues, by providing advice to the MEDQ and performing
functions delegated to it by the MEDQ such as planning and assessment functions. 

The directors-general of my department and the Department of State Development, Infrastructure
and Planning will be members of the authority. The chief executive officer of the Gold Coast City Council
and the chairperson of the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games Corporation, GOLDOC, will also be
members, subject to their appointment by the Governor in Council. The Governor in Council may also
appoint other members with appropriate knowledge and experience. As I have said many times in this
chamber, the Newman government is determined to deliver the best Commonwealth Games ever, and we
will do this on time and on budget. This new authority will help us do just that. 

We have just passed the one-year mark since the Gold Coast won the bid to host the games and
preparations are on track. I would like to congratulate the board chairman, Nigel Chamier, and all those at
GOLDOC for their efforts to date. Preparing for an event the size of the Commonwealth Games is a
massive task. The Gold Coast Commonwealth Games will be the largest multisport event in Australia this
decade. It will be the equal largest event in Asia Pacific, alongside the Winter Olympics in South Korea,
and will involve a workforce of more than 1,000 people and a massive 15,000 volunteers.

Not only do we need to provide world-class facilities for the 6,500 athletes and 1,000 technical
officials, but we must ensure we leave a lasting, positive legacy for the Gold Coast and Queensland.
Without doubt, the largest infrastructure project of the games will be the development of the athletes village
at Parklands. The business case for the village has recently been completed and I look forward to seeing
the early works commence in 2013. The Gold Coast Aquatic Centre will also be upgraded, as I announced
just weeks ago, two years early, in time for the 2014 Pan Pacific Swimming Championships.

Both of these developments will require a great deal of coordination and planning. I am very
confident this new authority, under the guidance of the Deputy Premier, will provide the additional
mechanism to ensure this happens. Specifications for these and other games developments will be
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provided by my department, in accordance with our obligations under the host city contract and other
relevant requirements. Those specifications will be given to MEDQ through the CGIA so development can
occur. This follows the government’s sensible approach to organising other aspects of the games. 

While my department is responsible for coordinating the overall games program, various other
agencies and entities will play their parts. GOLDOC is organising the games event and police will be
responsible for security. Transport and Main Roads, the Gold Coast City Council, the Commonwealth
government and others will also play critical roles. 

Upon passage of this bill, I look forward to working with the Deputy Premier in his role as MEDQ and
the infrastructure experts in his department to plan and deliver the village and other games infrastructure
on time and as efficiently as practicable. Honourable members, I am excited by the imminent
commencement of the village and the aquatic centre upgrade, as they will contribute significantly to the
Gold Coast economy and the end products will be something that will showcase the Gold Coast and
Queensland to the world. 
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