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Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the
Commonwealth Games) (9.52 pm): I rise to join the debate on the Youth Justice (Boot Camp Orders) and
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2012, introduced by the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, the
honourable member for Kawana, on 1 November this year. This bill was referred to the Legal Affairs and
Community Safety Committee, which reported back to parliament on 22 November. 

Importantly, the passage of this bill will fulfil yet another pre-election commitment of the Newman
government, with its primary objective being to stop the cycle of youth violence by providing young
offenders a real chance at rehabilitation. It also proposes a common-sense approach for accommodation
providers in regard to sex workers booking rooms and working in their establishments. My contribution
today focuses on the amendments made to the Youth Justice Act 1992; that is, the removal of the court
referred youth justice conferencing to commence on 1 January 2013. 

This bill also provides the legislative amendments necessary for the introduction of the boot camp
order as an option instead of detention for young offenders by proclamation on 31 January 2013. The
government will be trialling two youth boot camp programs: one on the Gold Coast, my home town, and
one in Cairns. The boot camps are part of the Safer Streets Crime Action Plan and promote a whole-of-
government approach to curbing youth crime. These boot camps are a pilot model to begin in 2013 and
run over the next two years involving 80 young people. 

On the Gold Coast there will be an early intervention youth boot camp. The key aim of it will be to
identify certain young people who are considered to be at risk of entering the criminal justice system.
Intervention via a boot camp is designed to prevent these young people making wrong decisions that could
lead them down a less-than-desirable path—one that could jeopardise their options and opportunities for
their future. Participation in the Gold Coast program will be entirely voluntary, and young people will not be
required to admit guilt to an offence to be eligible. Young people assessed as having protective factors in
place—that is, appropriate parental support—will not be eligible. The program will be tailored and will run
for a maximum of three months, dependent on the needs of the individual and their respective families.
Each of the young people accepted into this program will be assigned a mentor, and family members will
be encouraged to participate in camp activities. The dominant focus is identifying practical solutions to
issues known to steer someone towards undesirable behaviour. For many years I have been an avid
supporter of a boot camp model for youth who display antisocial behaviours, and I am really pleased to be
here supporting the Attorney’s bill tonight. 

In Cairns, the model to be implemented will be a boot camp order targeted at young people who
face detention as a result of committing an illegal act. For a child to participate in the Cairns program they
must be at least 13 years of age, have consented to the order and in most circumstances reside in the
area. So for this trial the area has been determined to include Cairns, Yarrabah, Mareeba, Atherton and
Innisfail. 
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There will be three phases to a boot camp order: a one-month period which will be a residential boot
camp phase; a community supervision phase, which will run for a maximum of five months; and a
mentoring phase for the duration of the program and on a voluntary basis after the completion of a boot
camp order. As with the Gold Coast model, these programs will be tailored to suit the individual’s
circumstances and needs. I understand that successful tenders have been announced for the two boot
camps. On the Gold Coast the program will be run by the Kokoda Challenge Association, and in Cairns
Safe Pathways will operate the boot camp. 

The LNP went to the state election with a raft of promises, policies and pledges to the people of
Queensland. Since April of this year we have passed numerous pieces of legislation and implemented a
clutch of initiatives that deliver on these commitments. The introduction of this bill to parliament is yet
another strong example of this. Under Labor, we had a government that was soft on juvenile crime—soft
on crime in general. In fact, I think ‘limp-wristed’ was the term I frequently used in the last parliament. Labor
was soft on supporting our officers, soft on initiatives such as school based policing, soft on graffiti, soft on
hoons, soft on truancy. Labor did not care if our youth fell into a downward spiral of crime due to a lack of
early-intervention programs or recourse for their actions. In stark contrast, the Newman government has
proven that we will not shy away from these challenges. We are totally committed to helping our young
people by instigating creative solutions that provide practical support and teach life skills for the youth of
our state. Already we have seen legislation passed through this House that indicates we are serious about
tackling crime at all levels. 

This legislation truly is a step in the right direction, with its focus on providing our young people with
another option—an option that does not involve a life in crime, rather an option that offers them a path to a
meaningful life. 

This legislation does not seek to replace good parenting, and nor should it. With the rise in social
media and the ever-evolving society we live in, good parenting is paramount, as are already established
early-intervention programs. These play a critical role in a young person’s life. Nor does this legislation
claim to replace the importance of community support groups and a good, solid education. Rather, these
measures go hand in hand with all of these character-forming essentials. 

In some information that the library kindly provided to me I noted some interesting statistics. In 2007-
08 a total of 1,255 young offenders had committed a crime, and in 2010-11 that number had jumped to
1,463. The number of those young offenders who committed fewer than four offences had also jumped,
from 766 to 840. These findings are totally unacceptable, and that is exactly why these boot camps are so
important, as they provide the opportunity for change through a different approach—a genuine, concerted
effort to reverse the systemic problem of children repeat offending, to ultimately provide them with an
alternative. 

In the Currumbin electorate we have two large high schools and a significant number of teenagers.
Throughout my time as the local member I have been actively involved in and have championed a number
of initiatives to guide our youth towards a fulfilling adult life and career options.

In 2011 I worked very closely with the charity Wesley Mission and instigated an antibullying program
known as Walk in My Shoes—a program that involved the local community, businesses, police, parents,
teachers and students. I might add, honourable members, that this was required because the Labor
government had paid no attention at that stage to antibullying programs in schools. The interest from
teachers wishing to train to be able to facilitate this program was high and the results they reported
indicated that the program was really cutting through and having a quick and positive effect. Sadly though,
it highlighted just how rampant and damaging bullying had become, not only the physical bullying but also
cyber threats. The local police officers in Currumbin have also been instrumental in curbing youth
disturbances and local police such as Senior Constable Kurt Foessel, Senior Sergeant Chris Ahearn and
Inspector Damien Crosby are all great champions in supporting our young people, engaging with our local
school communities on a regular basis and informing our students on a range of issues, including the
dangers associated with alcohol and illegal substances. I have spoken to local officers in my area and they
are really keen to see this initiative get started and they look forward to being actively involved in the
process. I commend the Attorney-General for wasting no time in bringing this important bill before the
House. 
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