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Speech by

Hon. Jann Stuckey

MEMBER FOR CURRUMBIN

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Gold Coast Commonwealth Games

Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the
Commonwealth Games) (9.47 am): Last weekend marked the first anniversary of Queensland winning the
right to host the 2018 Commonwealth Games on the Gold Coast—the first regional Australian city to be
granted host status. These games, and the associated infrastructure development, will generate up to
30,000 full-time equivalent jobs and provide an estimated economic benefit of $2 billion to this state. So it
is important that we get it right. 

One of the first things the Newman government did was appoint a board to ensure we had the right
people in place to deliver this important event for Queensland and the Gold Coast. The board were tasked
with the job of reassessing all the decisions made during the bid process and to review the budgetary
position. And I am happy to say, Madam Speaker, I stand before the House confident that we will deliver an
exceptional event on time and on budget. 

As the Premier said yesterday in this chamber, last weekend, together with Mayor Tom Tate, we
announced the redevelopment of the Gold Coast Aquatic Centre—two years ahead of schedule. This
means that we can host the 2014 Pan Pacific Swimming Championships on the Gold Coast as well as
other major swimming events in the lead-up to the games. 

This will allow us to showcase our great city well in advance of the 2018 Commonwealth Games in a
way that no other city in the world is able to. We will soon verify the short list of qualified contractors who
will be invited to tender for this vital piece of games infrastructure. Also to be finalised soon is the business
case for the athletes village to be constructed at the Parklands site. GOLDOC recently moved into new
offices in Southport to cater for the ever-increasing workforce. 

From a legislative standpoint, the Deputy Premier has introduced the Economic Development Bill
that will establish the Commonwealth Games Infrastructure Authority. This body will oversee the planning
and development of infrastructure of the games in accordance with directions from my department.

As you can see, Madam Speaker, we have achieved a lot in a short period but we have a long way
to go. With just over five years until the opening ceremony, the Newman government is in a very good
position to deliver the best Commonwealth Games ever. I wish to thank everyone who has assisted to date
and make special mention of Mr Nigel Chamier, Chairman of the GOLDOC Board. 
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