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Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the

Commonwealth Games) (5.30 pm): I rise to address the report of the estimates hearing of the State
Development, Infrastructure and Industry Committee in relation to my portfolio of Tourism, Major Events,
Small Business and the Commonwealth Games. I would like to add my thanks to those of many already to
all of the members of the committee, particularly the chair, the member for Mirani, along with all the
departmental, parliamentary and ministerial staff who assisted in the estimates process this year. 

Finally the Labor Party has shown a sliver of interest in tourism and small business, albeit for a brief
period of only 2½ hours on a Wednesday night at estimates. Those members opposite have not even been
bothered to ask a question during any question time prior to estimates regarding my portfolio—nothing on
tourism, nothing on major events, nothing on small business and nothing on the Commonwealth Games.
This speaks volumes on where these important items rate on their radar.

On the other hand, what we saw at estimates this year was a can-do government focused on getting
Queensland back on track. A can-do government focused on restoring the state’s finances. A can-do
government that is working to restore Queensland to its rightful place as Australia’s No. 1 tourism
destination. 

The 2012-13 state budget includes an allocation of $20 million to implement the tourism investment
strategy, focusing on destination marketing and tourism attraction. Tourism Queensland is currently
working with partners to develop the strategy. The strategy will include activities as well as key
performance indicators. The activities to be delivered under the strategy are currently being finalised. I look
forward to updating the House on the strategy in the future. This will bring our commitment to Tourism
Queensland to more than $68 million. This includes our $20 million tourism investment strategy. 

In this year’s budget we have more than doubled funding to our regional tourism operators from
$3.1 million to $7 million. The extra $3.9 million takes the form of a contestable fund aimed at leveraging
other partner contributions with the state funding. This additional funding will encourage collaboration—
something unheard of under the Labor government—flexibility, performance, benchmarking, tailoring and
joint decision making between other RTOs, local government, Tourism Queensland and other partners to
maximise the impact of the funding. 

We recognise the importance of air travel in this great state and our Attracting Aviation Investment
Fund is already kicking goals, with $8 million over four years. The fund aims to develop stronger
partnerships between aviation stakeholders and incentivise new airline routes through cooperative
marketing efforts.
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In the budget we have provided an eight per cent funding boost to take funding for Events
Queensland to $49.67 million. Events Queensland has increased the number of major events in
Queensland from 21 in 2010 to 39 in 2012. Events Queensland has a proven track record and provides a
significant economic benefit to the state—$237 million per year to be exact. 

For the Commonwealth Games we provided $20.9 million to continue the planning for what will be a
sensational event in 2018. I recently had the honour of opening the new corporate offices at Bundall to
accommodate the growing number of staff. While this year will see the completion of the business plan for
the village and other venues, from 2013-14 onwards the real action will begin. Substantial work is
occurring on ensuring an accurate and reliable budget for the games village and master planning for all
other games venues is in place. 

We have not forgotten small business, unlike those members opposite, in this year’s budget. The
412,000 small businesses across the state will benefit from our $9.6 million commitment to Business to
Government Services—the centrepiece of which is our business and industry portal which I relaunched in
June this year. 

I wholeheartedly reject the comments by the opposition in their statement of reservation. What they
did not mention was the inability of their leader to even understand the progress of the Gold Coast Aquatic
Centre. They highlighted the fact that several programs have ceased but they failed to highlight that these
programs had a limited funding life and were scheduled to finish—a decision made by their government. I
also reject other aspects of their statement of reservation and commend this report to the House. 
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