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Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the
Commonwealth Games) (2.58 pm): I rise to speak to the Appropriation (Parliament) Bill 2012, the
Appropriation Bill 2012 and the Fiscal Repair Amendment Bill 2012, introduced into this House on
Tuesday, 11 September by our state Treasurer and Minister for Trade, the Hon. Tim Nicholls MP. I
commend the Treasurer, the Premier and my cabinet colleagues for this budget—a budget that will chart
Queensland’s future and get our great state back on track. Without doubt, this is the most important budget
in a generation of Queenslanders and one that will set Queensland’s finances on the road to recovery after
years of wasteful Labor spending with little but debt to show for it. 

It is widely noted by financial commentators that the most significant risks to the Queensland
economy in 2012-13 are external—namely, Europe and the US. For the past 13 or so years, though, the
big risk was Labor. For eight long years after my election I witnessed firsthand a government that did not
care about Currumbin or indeed any community in Queensland. For eight years I saw budget after budget
handed down that showcased Labor’s addiction to debt and deficit. Year after year, the good folk of
Queensland were hoodwinked with smoke-and-mirror tricks to cover Labor’s gross incompetence and
shameful mismanagement that saw not only our assets sold off at bargain basement prices but also our
AAA credit rating stripped away and thousands of decent, hardworking small businesses go to the wall.
And we were still spiralling downwards into interminable debt of some $85 billion after all that. 

Upon victory at the 2012 state election the LNP accepted responsibility for fixing the problems
created by Labor. We understood that corrective action was required to get Queensland back on track and
get interest expenses substantially lower, because if they remained unchecked we were truly approaching
what could be described as a point of no return. Our aim is to be a 21st century government—a reformist
government, a government that will work with the private sector and not against it, a government that will
engage with the broader community and private sector to make our dollars go further, and a government
that will get out of the pockets and off the backs of our small businesses. 

In my department and right across government, we have already laid solid foundations for
Queensland’s future and prosperity. This budget adds the detail required to get Queensland back on track
and return us to a fiscal balance for 2014-15. Yes, we had to make some tough decisions; however, they
were decisions that had to be made to save our great state from a millstone of debt that would curse
generations to come. We also had to make some decisions in support of our 400,000-plus small
businesses who were suffocating at a frightening rate under 92,000 pages of Labor’s red tape and
regulations. 

Tourism is an area of our economy that deserves recognition for being a key job and wealth creator.
The Newman government recognises tourism as one of the four pillars of the Queensland economy—one
that contributes $17.5 billion to the Queensland economy, both directly and indirectly. This state was
known for consistently punching above its weight with tourism, attracting over a third of Australia’s
international visitors and a quarter of its domestic visitors and employing almost 10 per cent of the state’s
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workers—more than the mining and agricultural sectors combined. Yet Labor treated this goose that laid
golden eggs with such contempt that she was laying bricks. And no-one noticed and no-one cared. 

But the Newman government immediately established the Department of Tourism, Major Events,
Small Business and the Commonwealth Games. Under Labor, tourism was merely a management unit
within DEEDI. Key goals of my department are to reposition Queensland as the premier Australian
destination of choice, to reduce red tape by 20 per cent and unemployment to four per cent within six
years, and to double annual overnight visitor expenditure to $30 billion by 2020. We are talking about an
industry that employs more than 120,000 Queenslanders and directly contributes $8.4 billion to the state
economy. As an export earner it is second only to coal, generating $3.8 billion for the local economy. My
department is actively working with the tourism industry to achieve our 2020 goal of doubling overnight
visitor expenditure. To do this we will leverage a whole-of-government commitment to growing tourism. We
will attract new investment into tourism products, expand aviation capacity and routes to our state, and
increase visitation through effective marketing and major events. 

The Premier said that we would look after tourism as one of the four pillars of our economy. As
minister I said that we would look after tourism, and that is exactly what this budget does. The Newman
government has provided an extra $20 million to Tourism Queensland to develop and implement a tourism
investment strategy focusing on inward destination marketing. This puts an end to speculation of the
naysayers, who only recently were predicting major cuts to the TQ budget. 

Already we have witnessed a renewed enthusiasm and sense of confidence within the industry
since the LNP came to power. The highly successful DestinationQ forum in Cairns was a great example.
Along with my tourism cabinet committee colleagues, we will continue to see that confidence grow through
initiatives such as the drive tourism strategy from Minister Emerson and ecotourism from Minister Dickson.
Skills and training shortages are being addressed through Minister Langbroek, and, importantly, the
Deputy Premier is working to enhance investment opportunities for tourism projects by streamlining
processes. So while we may have added a figure of $20 million to the Tourism Queensland budget, our
whole-of-government approach to tourism will reap much more by leveraging through related departments.
There is a welcome boost to regional tourism organisations, with $7 million allocated—a more than
doubling of funding, from $3.11 million. The extra $3.89 million will take the form of a contestable incentive
fund. 

Another key plank of our election commitment was the Attracting Aviation Investment Fund—
$8 million over the next four years. This fund has already been used to secure new aviation businesses
and routes into Queensland from identified priority markets as well as to enhance existing partnerships.
We recently kicked a goal through the fund, with China Eastern Airlines commencing a new route three
times a week into Cairns from Shanghai as of October this year. The announcement of this new route,
made while I was in China with the honourable the Treasurer on the first trade mission of this new
government, prompted another airline into action, with China Southern announcing it will bring flights out
through Cairns three times a week as part of its Guangzhou-Brisbane route. 

Red tape is suffocating our small businesses due to the Labor Party. In response, the Newman
government established the Office of Best Practice Regulation within the Queensland Competition
Authority to provide real relief to our small businesses from the duplicative and cumulative impact of red
tape and regulation over the past decade. This budget will make it simpler for Queensland’s 412,000 small
businesses to do business with government by providing $9.6 million for business-to-government services.
These will influence national, state and local regulatory agencies to reduce the regulatory burden,
consolidate the business online service into the business and industry website, business.qld.gov.au, to
ensure a one-stop shop for all government advice and transactions required to run a business. It will
facilitate adoption of knowledge and information by small business through the planned delivery of
webinars, and it will strengthen the voice of small business within government through the Queensland
Small Business Advisory Council. 

Improvements to my department’s online portal include easier usability and the inclusion of tourism
pathways to help tourism operators find specialised business support programs. With just a few clicks and
a couple of questions, users can access more than 100 business support programs. Business.qld.gov.au
is a major contributor to regulatory efficiency, as evidenced by Queensland business reporting benefits.
Some $155 million was attributed to the use of business.qld.gov.au. The latest figures show an increase of
over 110 per cent, which equates to some 42,000 regular users, and nearly 90 per cent of business users
saying that they are likely to revisit the site. 

This year’s budget also sees a significant increase in funding for the 2018 Gold Coast
Commonwealth Games, although, as they say in the classics, you ain’t seen nothin’ yet. The Gold Coast
2018 Commonwealth Games Corporation was established on 1 January 2012. We have allocated
$20.9 million in the 2012-13 year to continue the planning for this prestigious event. Next week I will
officially open the new corporate offices at Bundall to accommodate the growing numbers of staff. 
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While this year will see the completion of the business plan for the village and other venues, from
2013-14 onwards the real action will begin. That is why the coming months are so important. We must
make sure we get the planning right so that we create a long-term legacy, not only for the Gold Coast but
for all of Queensland. We have the team in place within my department, on the board and in the
Commonwealth Games office to ensure that these will be a games to remember. I commend Nigel
Chamier and his board, CEO Mark Peters and his staff and Nick Elliott from my department for their
sterling efforts to date. Major events have a proven track record of delivering a significant economic benefit
and return on taxpayer investment. Events Queensland has played a critical role in establishing our state
as a major events tourism destination. This year the Newman government has committed $49 million to
ensure this promising element of our tourism strategy continues to perform and attract visitation with a
diverse mix of new and exclusive events.

I turn now to my electorate—my home—of Currumbin. What really makes Currumbin tick is the
community, which is one of the most engaged and connected communities in Queensland, if not Australia.
It deserves a government that governs with its best interests in mind, a government committed to lowering
the cost of living for Queenslanders. Households in South-East Queensland will receive an $80 rebate per
domestic water connection—a welcome relief from year-on-year increases which were a result of an
incompetent Labor government. One would be hard pressed to find residents who suffered more as a
result of the ill-fated water grid than those in Currumbin—home to the infamous Tugun desalination plant.
But finally we have a minister, the honourable member for Caloundra, committed to reviewing the
operation of this sorry saga.

A commitment of $63 million has been made to freeze the standard electricity tariff. These two
initiatives are estimated to save families in South-East Queensland an average of $200 this year—a
saving that Labor never could have delivered. The Newman government will freeze car registration fees for
family vehicles and halve public transport fare increases due in 2013-14 in South-East Queensland. These
are tangible initiatives that will provide long-overdue relief to cost-of-living issues that were crippling our
residents due to the former government’s gross mismanagement. In some really exciting news for schools
in the Currumbin electorate, the budget announced plans for the Advancing Our Schools Maintenance
Fund. This sets aside $200 million over two years and the eight public schools in Currumbin will be eligible
for up to $160,000 each in funding to fix existing priority maintenance issues. This will go a long way to
alleviate the backlog of maintenance problems that the former government refused to act upon.

Currumbin residents will also benefit from the first home owner construction grant, which will see
first home buyers purchasing a newly constructed home or property off the plan receive $15,000, up from
$7,000 under the first home owner grant. Currumbin will receive $5.552 million in disability service grants
as the government demonstrates a commitment to improving disabilities support in Queensland. This
government’s first budget delivers a record investment for specialist disability services and will ensure that
people have greater choice and control over the services they receive. Some $15 million over three years
has been allocated for a new trial program aimed at providing greater security to older parent carers.
Funding of $522,000 has been allocated for the Gold Coast South Home Assist Secure service for support
and advice for those aged 60 years and over.

This government’s proactive approach to law and order under the Minister for Police and
Community Safety is already resulting in a reduction in crime in my electorate. Officers are to be
congratulated for their unwavering dedication to tackling law and order issues, and I acknowledge
Assistant Commissioner Graham Rynders, Superintendent Paul Ziebarth and Inspector Damien Crosby for
their commitment to the Gold Coast region. All Gold Coast MPs are working hard with the LNP on law and
order and we are determined to clean up our streets. Our commitment to recruit 1,100 new police officers
over four years will reduce crime further. The Gold Coast police helicopter has been secured and funding
of $1.1 million committed to establish a major and organised crime squad on the Gold Coast.

Soccer and football resources in Tugun will receive funding for equipment and provide accreditation
for coaches and referees. Funding has also been allocated to important roadworks, including $1 million
towards the Coolangatta Road and Boyd Street intersection and $6.5 million towards works on the Pacific
Highway at the airport. The budget provides $8.5 million to protect Queensland’s koala population. As I
mentioned in my address-in-reply in May, I will continue to earnestly support the iconic Currumbin Wildlife
Sanctuary to gain its share of any available funding so it may continue its lifesaving work.

The Currumbin electorate is the southern gateway into Queensland and a famous tourist
destination. It is home to the Gold Coast Airport which, under the guidance of Managing Director Dennis
Chant and Chief Operating Officer Paul Donovan, is to be congratulated for the excellent results it has
achieved recently—a 10 per cent increase on passengers from last July with a total of 484,421 in one
month. Special events such as the Coolangatta Gold, Quiksilver Pro, Bleach, Swell, Cooly Rocks On and
the Tour de Valley all showcase the beautiful southern Gold Coast. With the budget committing
$49.6 million towards the events calendar, I am sure we will see these great events go from strength to
strength in coming years.
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I want to thank my departmental staff and director-general and my ministerial and electorate staff for
their assistance with this year’s budget. Thanks also to Tourism Queensland and Events Queensland.
Honourable members have heard from myself and others in this House just how good this budget is for our
great state, but importantly industry chiefs think so too—people like Daniel Gschwind from QTIC, John Lee
from TTF and Richard Munro from the Accommodation Association of Australia. While it is indeed nice to
hear such praise, it is certainly not the motivation behind this government’s first budget. The people of
Queensland were dealt a cruel hand by the previous government. Confidence had taken a blow in both the
tourism and small business sectors, and we needed to rebuild this. As I said earlier, the LNP went to the
electorate with a strong commitment to get this state back on track and put Queensland’s future first. This
is what the Treasurer has done through his first state budget, and I have great pleasure in commending
these bills to the House. 
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