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Hansard Thursday, 13 September 2012

Speech by

Hon. Jann Stuckey

MEMBER FOR CURRUMBIN

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Budget, Tourism Industry
Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the

Commonwealth Games) (9.52 am): The Newman government is committed to tourism as one of the four
pillars of the economy. We are already putting Queensland’s future first. The budget handed down by the
honourable Treasurer on Tuesday is the most important budget in a generation. It further enhances our
commitment to this vital industry, and it goes a long way to restoring Queensland to its rightful place as
Australia’s No. 1 tourist destination. 

Some of the highlights for tourism include: more than $68 million for Tourism Queensland, including
$20 million for our Tourism Investment Strategy, which focuses on destination marketing; more than
doubling the funding for regional tourism organisations from $3.11 million to $7 million; continuing our
commitment to the Attracting Aviation Investment Fund—a fund that is already kicking goals—with
$8 million over four years; an eight per cent funding boost to take funding for Events Queensland to
$49.67 million for 2012-13; and $20.9 million for the Commonwealth Games. This figure will grow
significantly over the next few years as we get closer to 2018. So you can see, Madam Speaker, that the
Newman government is working hard to getting this state back on track. 

The skies above Queensland are buzzing with confidence as new and existing carriers boost their
flights into our state including China Eastern and China Southern into Brisbane and Cairns; Scoot Airlines
and the return of Qantas to the Gold Coast; Etihad increasing their flights between Brisbane and Abu
Dhabi; and, announced just this week, from March 2013 QantasLink will commence eight return flights a
week between Sydney and Gladstone. We have made tourism a priority, not an afterthought. 

The tourism industry has been quick to praise the Newman government on this budget. Daniel
Gschwind from the Queensland Tourism Industry Council said—
The industry is grateful for a $20 million boost to attract more tourists. 

John Lee, the Chief Executive of the Tourism and Transport Forum, said—
The Newman Government is to be congratulated for backing its election commitments with funding to make tourism a pillar of the
Queensland economy. 

Richard Munro, the Chief Executive Officer of the Accommodation Association of Australia, said—
Confidence is really starting to grow within the accommodation industry as a result of the support the Government is providing. 

This is high praise indeed from some of our most respected industry figures. Madam Speaker, I am
very pleased to inform the House that the Newman government is getting on with the job. The hard
decisions have now been made and it is time to get on with the hard work to get Queensland moving
again. 
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