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Hansard Thursday, 23 August 2012

Speech by

Hon. Jann Stuckey

MEMBER FOR CURRUMBIN

SURF LIFE SAVING QUEENSLAND, POINT DANGER BRANCH
Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the

Commonwealth Games) (2.42 pm): I welcome to the gallery the Elanora State School grade 7 group. The
2011-12 period was the 88th season of volunteer lifesaving patrols for the Surf Life Saving Queensland’s
Point Danger Branch. There are 11 affiliated clubs in the branch, and I am proud to say that the Currumbin
electorate is home to eight of these great clubs. 

The mission of the Point Danger Branch is to deliver high-quality, innovative, progressive and
responsive lifesaving services. For decades they have delivered this and more for residents and visitors to
the southern Gold Coast. Reading the 2011-12 annual report revealed some truly commendable results. I
wish to congratulate everyone involved in the branch for their selfless and dedicated efforts. In particular, I
acknowledge branch president Mal Barnes and branch manager Kerrie Barnes for their longstanding and
unwavering commitment to surf-lifesaving. 

We are deeply indebted to patrol club members, who in the past season alone were responsible for
saving 240 lives by performing extraordinary rescues and resuscitations. This indicates the branch’s
overall commitment to ensuring that members are proficient in the latest techniques in lifesaving. In what is
yet another outstanding result for such a large branch with many popular locations, not one life was lost
between the flags this past season. Point Danger Branch saw 604,000 visitors—up 75,000 on last season.
All of our volunteers should be applauded for their stellar efforts in dealing with this high volume of people,
performing 7,114 preventive actions and 10,764 warnings. These are not just numbers; these are figures
that represent real people and reflect the boundless energy and dedication of these members in protecting
both locals and tourists from the unforgiving conditions that are often present on our beautiful beaches.

Surf-lifesaving clubs play such an important part in our community, and through their nipper
programs provide a chance for children to participate in a positive environment. In some more great figures
for the branch, it reports that nipper membership has increased from 2,044 to 2,227. I congratulate the
Tweed Heads and Coolangatta Surf Life Saving Club for winning the patrol club of the year. For the eighth
year running I have donated a rescue board to the winning club. This award is indicative of the overall
strength of the club, both on the beach and in the administration of their patrols. On behalf of Currumbin, I
sincerely wish to thank all men and women, boys and girls, young and old associated with the Point
Danger Branch for their selfless, invaluable contribution to their community. I am very proud of all of them
and feel very privileged to represent them in an area that they protect so well. 
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