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Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the

Commonwealth Games) (4.43 pm): I rise to join the debate on the Criminal Law Amendment Bill 2012
introduced by the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, the honourable member for Kawana, on 20
June. It was referred to the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee which reported back to
parliament on 6 July. This bill seeks to amend the Criminal Code, the Corrective Services Act 2006, the
Criminal Law Amendment Act 1945, the Penalties and Sentences Act 1992, the Police Powers and
Responsibilities Act 2000 and the Youth Justice Act 1992. 

The LNP went into the last election with a promise to the people of Queensland to get tough on
crime. The introduction of this bill shows our commitment to fulfilling another one of our pre-election
pledges—that is, to toughen sentences for murder, evading police and serious assaults committed upon
Queensland police officers. Undoubtedly, the offence of murder is the most heinous crime an individual
can commit, yet soft laws under successive Labor governments did not send a strong message to would-
be killers that they would be locked away for many years. Rather, the opposite was true. By increasing the
non-parole period for single and multiple murders we are ensuring that the punishment fits the severity of
the crime. 

Provisions to increase the penalty for serious assaults on police are long overdue. We recognise
that it is about time police officers got the protection that they rightly deserve. Day after day and night after
night these dedicated, brave men and women perform their duties in an increasingly high-risk, dangerous
environment. Through the passage of this bill our brave police officers can now be confident they finally
have a government behind them supporting them in the performance of their duties. An attack on a police
officer is totally unacceptable behaviour and should result in serious punishment of perpetrators. As our
Premier stated, criminals should be afraid of this LNP government. They should clean up their act or get
out of Queensland. 

This government will recruit 300 new police officers during the next 12 months, working towards a
total of 1,100 police officers over the next four years as part of our promise to revitalise front-line services.
I congratulate our Minister for Police and Community Safety for the significant efforts that he is making in
this regard. It is interesting to note that in February 2010 the actual police strength of the Coolangatta
police division in my electorate was 39. In September 2011 it was down to 33 officers. However, within four
months of the Newman government taking office Coolangatta has already been allocated two new officers
and 100 more officers are scheduled over the next six months for the Gold Coast and Logan regions. What
a different story to years of Labor neglect, that is for sure. The LNP government is committed to working
towards a solution to the law and order problem and delivering other election promises to revitalise our
front-line services. The Gold Coast, like many cities, has witnessed the intensity of the violence of crimes
as powerful new drugs come onto the market and excessive alcohol consumption so often leads to
aggressive behaviour. I have spoken many times in the House about Labor’s failure to support our officers
and the effect this has had on their morale and self esteem. With only four months of government, we have
shown how serious we are about boosting our front-line police resources and therefore also police morale. 
File name: stuc2012_08_02_70.fm Page : 1 of 2

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20120802_164332
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20120802_164332


Speech by Hon. Jann Stuckey extracted from Hansard of Thursday, 2 August 2012
People who seriously assault or murder a police officer whilst they are in their line of duty should be
severely punished for their actions and this bill will do just that by inserting a new minimum non-parole
period of 25 years imprisonment for the offence of murdering a police officer. We only have to look at the
tragic circumstances that unfolded in May of 2011 that saw Gold Coast officer Detective Senior Constable
Damian Leeding have his life cold-bloodedly snatched away from him in the course of his duties. Criminals
responsible for the murder of a police officer will now face a minimum of a quarter of a century behind bars;
a clear message of how intolerable and abhorrent their behaviour is. 

In addition, this bill will double the maximum penalty for the serious assault of a police officer to 14
years. How often have we seen the despicable footage of a police officer trying to do their job while being
spat at, bitten, assaulted or treated in an appalling way? Too many times, I say. The Queensland Police
Service Annual Statistical Review 2009-10 reports that in the South-East region there were 343 assaults
on officers. I am very sorry to say that 191 of those occurred on the Gold Coast. In 2010-11 there were 323
assaults on officers, with 198 of them occurring on the Gold Coast. These are some of the highest figures
in the state and show the alarming reality that our officers face every day in part due to underresourcing
through years of Labor neglect on the Gold Coast. 

Policing, as I have said, is inherently a dangerous occupation, with almost 13,000 assaults on police
being reported between 2007 and 2011. This figure represents approximately 250 reported assaults per
1,000 officers. I do not wish to single out specific locations as hot spots, but late night entertainment
precincts have certainly had more than their fair share of vicious assaults. It is no secret they require a
heftier police presence on weekends and that is why we have decided to extend our drink-safe precinct
trials. This bill sends a clear message to those who treat our officers with such disrespect and contempt
that their behaviour is not on. If an offender is armed with a dangerous or offensive weapon the maximum
penalty of 14 years will also apply. 

Our officers unreservedly deserve the support of the government and comfort in the knowledge that
those who seriously assault or murder a police officer will face lengthy punishment. In my electorate of
Currumbin we are served by the Palm Beach and Coolangatta police stations, as well as the Elanora
Police Beat. All officers in those workplaces and throughout the state are to be commended for the work
that they carry out every day to protect residents. Often theirs is a thankless task so, on behalf of
Currumbin residents, to Inspector Damien Crosby, Senior Sergeant Chris Ahearn, Senior Constable Kurt
Foessel and their officers I say ‘thank you’. Through this bill the LNP government acknowledges the
important role you play in our communities and the high-risk work that you undertake on a daily basis to
keep us safe. On 19 July the Palm Beach police officers carried out an operation during which five
offenders were arrested for 16 drugs and weapons related offences. Inspector Crosby reports that this is
further evidence that those persons prepared to risk involving themselves in drug related activities will
inevitably be detected and prosecuted. Our officers work hard every day to tackle crime and this bill will
support their efforts. 

As I have said, this government pledged to Queenslanders that we would get tough on law and
order issues by supporting our police officers in their fight against crime. We are amending the offence for
evading police by inserting a mandatory minimum penalty of a $5,000 fine and a two-year disqualification
from holding or obtaining a driver’s licence. In some alarming statistics that the Attorney-General raised in
his explanatory speech, the number of people evading police has risen every year since 2007, with the
most common penalty being a fine of a mere $300. Police pursuits are dangerous to our community and
implementing steps such as this acts as a clear deterrent to such behaviour. Together with our tough
hooning laws, we are determined to clean up our streets. 

Finally, this bill will effectively abolish the Sentencing Advisory Council, which duplicates the
functions of the Queensland Law Reform Commission. That will enable a more efficient use of public
resources, whilst cutting unnecessary work without hindering the important function that law reform has in
government. I congratulate the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice for the introduction of this
legislation, which sends a clear message to Queenslanders that they can be sure the LNP government is
taking a proactive approach to law and order. For years the Labor government took our police for granted,
but the LNP values their sterling efforts. We will grow a four-pillar economy and, in doing so, we will
revitalise our front-line services by supporting our police officers. Criminals should be very afraid of this
government; after all, this bill provides the statutory ability for the courts to provide adequate penalties for
criminals and provides the protection our police officers and community so deserve. 
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