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Hansard Wednesday, 1 August 2012

Speech by

Hon. Jann Stuckey

MEMBER FOR CURRUMBIN

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Tourism Industry
Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the

Commonwealth Games) (2.24 pm): This government recognises tourism as one of the four pillars of the
Queensland economy. It is an industry that accounts for almost 10 per cent of all jobs in this state and it
contributes $8.4 billion to the Queensland economy. Yet it is a pillar that was left crumbling under almost
two decades of Labor neglect.

Unlike Labor, we are committed to growing Queensland’s tourism markets and doubling overnight
visitor expenditure to $30 billion by 2020. To do this, we have put in place our DestinationQ strategy—a
whole-of-government approach to rebuilding tourism in Queensland and fixing the foundations for the
future. A key element of DestinationQ is the $8 million Attracting Aviation Investment Fund. This fund, set
up in the first 30 days of the Newman government, will help us both attract new international airline routes
to Australia and expand current routes. Last week I joined the Treasurer on the first ministerial led trade
mission of this government—a mission to China—a firm indication of the importance our Premier and this
government place on our tourism industry. While in China, I signed the first of our deals under the
Attracting Aviation Investment Fund—a deal that will see China Eastern fly directly from Shanghai to
Cairns three times a week, 52 weeks of the year. I table that document.
Tabled paper: Cooperative letter of intent between the Queensland government and China Eastern Airline Co. Ltd dated 20 July 2012
[635].

This is a key route for Queensland as China is our second largest international source market and is
growing at 16 per cent a year. This new service into Cairns will increase capacity from China by more than
41,000 seats each year and lead to an estimated annual $35 million boost to the local economy. I have
been invited by China Eastern to welcome the first flight to Cairns on 31 October this year. In addition, I
met with China Southern, Cathay Pacific and Qantas in what I would describe as highly productive talks.
Also on my itinerary were meetings with numerous leading travel agencies and officials across four key
cities, where I gained a better understanding of what the Chinese traveller is looking for in their
Queensland adventure. Not surprisingly, they are attracted by our climate, our reef, our rainforests and our
theme parks. There is also a growing self-drive market, with Chinese travellers becoming far more
adventurous. This mission has reinforced Queensland’s relationship with Greater China in what we hope
will be a long and fruitful partnership. The Newman government is committed to fixing the foundations for
tourism and getting Queensland back on track. 
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