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Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the
Commonwealth Games) (5.41 pm): I rise to join the debate on the Environmental Protection (Greentape
Reduction) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2012 introduced on 29 May by the Minister for
Environment and Heritage Protection, the honourable member for Glass House. On behalf of so many of
Queensland’s small businesses I wish to place on record their thanks to the minister for introducing this
legislation. The bill was referred to the Agriculture, Resources and Environment Committee to report back
by 12 June. The committee recommended the bill be passed and made seven subsequent
recommendations. As stated in the explanatory notes, the primary policy objectives of the bill are to amend
the Environmental Protection Act 1994 to introduce a licensing model proportionate to environmental risk;
introduce flexible operational approvals; streamline the approvals process for mining and petroleum;
streamline and clarify information requirements; and achieve the above whilst maintaining environmental
outcomes. 

Since its establishment the Environmental Protection Act 1994 has become unnecessarily complex
and difficult to navigate for both government and business, particularly in relation to environmentally
relevant activities or ERAs. Under successive Labor governments and countless environment ministers
green tape has increased substantially with no consideration for the impact on businesses that have been
caught up in it. This is typical of the regulatory creep that has plagued so many of our industries as a result
of Labor’s addiction to overregulation. 

The LNP understands the importance of reducing the regulatory burden for businesses and industry,
which is why we have ensured this bill be debated as soon as possible in the new parliament. Most
notably, this bill will replace chapters 4, 5, 5A and 6 with a new chapter 5 to simplify the approval process
for environmental authorities. Replacing these chapters will remove 90 pages—I repeat, 90 pages—of
regulation from the act. I certainly congratulate the minister for his determination to see this through. This is
a major positive step towards our government’s goal of slashing red tape by 20 per cent over six years. It
will be a challenging task to reduce the 92,000-plus pages of red tape and regulation inflicted on our state
by those opposite and their former colleagues, but I am sure honourable members in this House will agree
it is indeed a great start. If I were to be generous I would say that Labor finally woke up to the errors of their
ways just before the election by introducing a bill to address some green- tape issues and bragging that
this was the largest reform to the environmental approval system in 15 years, but it was obviously more
about saving their own skin than caring about helping small businesses because Labor did not even have
a small business policy going into the state election. 

Government members: Disgraceful! 
Mrs STUCKEY: Absolutely shameful. I take the interjections from honourable members. We all

heard the confused contribution from the member for South Brisbane, who on one hand claimed that it was
Labor’s bill but then criticised us for not allowing enough time for consultation while admitting that the
process commenced in 2010. However, I think the honourable member for Pine Rivers hit the nail on the
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head. Conversely, the LNP are committed to providing real relief for the Queensland business community,
particularly for the 412,000 small businesses that have been choking under reams of cumbersome
regulations heaped on them by a Labor government that dislikes small businesses. 

Currently most ERAs must go through what is best described as a one-size-fits-all site assessment.
Primarily this bill will streamline the application process by implementing a licensing system that is
proportionate to risk. Firstly, a standard application for lower risk businesses that met set criteria will be
automatically approved to operate under set conditions; secondly, a variation application will allow
applicants to apply for limited assessment to change the standard conditions where the activity does not
meet the set criteria; and, thirdly, a site specific application will be used where a full assessment is required
for high-risk activities. 

I reiterate the minister’s comments in his introductory speech that small and medium sized
businesses will benefit most from automatic approvals. The introduction of this system will see around
50 per cent of all applications processed become standard—that is, automatic—which I understand
would amount to approximately 410 applications per year. Individual applicants will save an average of
$20,000 in application preparation costs, 150 pages in avoided application materials and 68 days in
processing time. Furthermore, according to the explanatory notes, businesses will benefit through the
ability to obtain, transfer or amend licences in a simpler and clearer manner. There will also be less
administrative burden for businesses through the application of corporate licences and the standardisation
of conditions across multiple sites. Undoubtedly these provisions will go a long way to reducing
unnecessary and bothersome processing delays. 

As many members in the House would know, as many in the government have a small business
background, for small business time means money. Time spent filling in forms can steal over 500 hours per
year from a range of small and micro businesses. A common complaint from businesses that I surveyed as
I travelled our great state as the shadow minister for small business was one-size-fits-all for dealing with
government departments. I visited the minister’s electorate. Not just Montville, Minister, also Maleny—a
very pretty part of the world, indeed. Guess which government department on my travels was mentioned
the most? DERM! The former monstrosity under Labor that businesses automatically associated with
delay, duplication, endless paperwork and frustration. Tourism businesses especially were being given the
run-around, hindered by mounds of application forms and permits, not to mention the unsustainable
increases in fees and charges. The streamlining provisions in this bill are good news for our state’s small
businesses as they will add up to a reduction of 62,000 pages of paperwork per year and save the
Queensland business community an estimated $11.7 million annually.

I was also pleased to hear that the minister has asked his department to review the list of
environmentally relevant activities in the Environmental Protection Regulation 2008 to identify
opportunities to deregulate small businesses that are not licensed in other states. We promised to improve
the regulatory environment of our small businesses and we are delivering. 

Members may be aware that the Newman government’s inaugural DestinationQ forum was held in
Cairns in the last week of June. It was attended by over 320 delegates from the tourism industry across the
state and it was declared a resounding success. A key focus stream of the forum was ecotourism, which is
a sector that the Newman government is keen to see returned to its former glory here in Queensland. In
recent years our ecotourism industry has been stifled, largely due to an increase in green tape from not
just one department but several. 

During the DestinationQ forum, the industry worked with our government to identify some key
priorities to revitalise ecotourism, and this bill contains provisions that will enable us to begin doing just
that. Those include developing a long-term ecotourism plan incorporating Indigenous cultural heritage and
adventure tourism, addressing land-use planning issues around ecotourism developments, reducing the
current permits required to access national parks and finetuning the Tourism in Protected Areas initiative.
Over the coming 12 months, my tourism cabinet colleagues and I will be working hard to ensure we can
create the right environment for sustainable ecotourism opportunities to flourish and provide clarity and
certainty when it comes to environmental controls for operators. 

This legislation will ensure the purpose of the Environmental Protection Act to protect our
environment is maintained, while offering clearer and simpler approval processes for our businesses.
Again I congratulate the minister on his commitment to reducing green tape, particularly for our small
businesses. With Labor’s looming man-made disaster in the form of a carbon tax slugging our small
businesses where it hurts them the most, the LNP is all the more determined to assist the backbone of
Queensland’s economy, our 400,000-plus small businesses, and ensure environmental protection is
valued in a sustainable manner. 
File name: stuc2012_07_11_27.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Environmental Protection (Greentape Reduction) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill
	Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin-LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the Commonwealth Games) (5.41 pm): I ris...
	Since its establishment the Environmental Protection Act 1994 has become unnecessarily complex and difficult to navigate for bot...
	The LNP understands the importance of reducing the regulatory burden for businesses and industry, which is why we have ensured t...
	Government members: Disgraceful!
	Mrs STUCKEY: Absolutely shameful. I take the interjections from honourable members. We all heard the confused contribution from ...
	Currently most ERAs must go through what is best described as a one-size-fits-all site assessment. Primarily this bill will stre...
	I reiterate the minister’s comments in his introductory speech that small and medium sized businesses will benefit most from aut...
	As many members in the House would know, as many in the government have a small business background, for small business time mea...
	I was also pleased to hear that the minister has asked his department to review the list of environmentally relevant activities ...
	Members may be aware that the Newman government’s inaugural DestinationQ forum was held in Cairns in the last week of June. It w...
	During the DestinationQ forum, the industry worked with our government to identify some key priorities to revitalise ecotourism,...
	This legislation will ensure the purpose of the Environmental Protection Act to protect our environment is maintained, while off...


