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Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the
Commonwealth Games) (12.27 pm): I rise to eagerly join the debate on the South-East Queensland Water
(Distribution and Retail Restructuring) Amendment Bill 2012, which was introduced by my colleague the
Minister for Energy and Water Supply, the honourable member for Caloundra, on 19 June. As honourable
members know, it was referred to the State Development, Infrastructure and Industry Committee to report
back to this parliament by 2 July, which of course has been done. 

The primary aim of this bill is to amend the South-East Queensland Water (Distribution and Retail
Restructuring) Act 2009 to remove the special industrial relations measures—namely, the workforce
frameworks that were mandated by the former Labor government. These frameworks apply to council
employees who transferred to South-East Queensland distributor retailers and for Allconnex water
employees transferring back to the Gold Coast, Logan and Redland City councils following the dissolution
of Allconnex. 

As stated in the explanatory notes, the objectives of the bill are to enable an employer water
business in South-East Queensland to operate under ordinary industrial relations arrangements by
removing the special industrial relations arrangements such as the workforce frameworks. The two
frameworks are the SEQ Distribution and Retail Water Reform Workforce Framework 2009 and the SEQ
Distribution and Retail Water Retransfer Workforce Framework 2012.

The bill will enable relevant employers to not be required to comply with provisions in a document
where there exists an express reference to comply with the 2009 workforce framework. It will provide
appropriate transitional arrangements leaving in place certain things done under the workforce frameworks
prior to this bill. The bill will also ensure that Allconnex employees of a withdrawn council receive the long
service leave they are entitled to. It will also ensure that each relevant party will bear their own withdrawal
costs which they may have otherwise claimed under the workforce framework of 2012. Finally, it will
provide clarification on how the bill affects or does not affect existing provisions regarding retransfers,
certifications and withdrawal costs. 

This is the ninth piece of legislation arising from the previous Labor government’s ill-fated water
reform since 2006. I have spoken numerous times in this House on the previous government’s shameful
decisions that resulted in the seizure of South-East Queensland water assets from councils in 2006 that
have continued to cost taxpayers. We on this side of the House warned residents time after time what
Labor was doing, but nothing could prepare them for the pain that followed. After nine pieces—that is nine
pieces—of water legislation, all the toing and froing and the disrupting councils and workers, all the while
adding to the cost-of-living pressures for residents, the committee that examined this legislation had only
one recommendation—that this bill be passed with no further recommendations for amendment. Doesn’t
that tell us something? But the nay-sayers on the other side just do not get it, do they? They are still in
denial over the complete mess that they created and the pain that they inflicted on decent people in our
File name: stuc2012_07_10_39.fm Page : 1 of 2

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20120710_122708
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20120710_122708
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20120710_122708


Speech by Hon. Jann Stuckey extracted from Hansard of Tuesday, 10 July 2012
great state, with their ill-fated water grid merely one example of their gross mismanagement and gross
incompetence.

This bill removes the special industrial relations measures, primarily two workforce frameworks, that
were mandated by the Labor government. The removal of these frameworks and other protective
measures will effectively allow water businesses to manage their employees in the same way as any other
organisation or business. I will repeat that: they will be able to manage their business and employees in the
same way as any other organisation. The committee noted in its report that this will enable a council’s own
existing arrangements to apply rather than mandated provisions. If councils are to have the freedom to
determine these matters, then such a legislative amendment is necessary. 

In 2011 the decision was made by the three participating councils—Gold Coast, Logan and
Redlands City—to withdraw from their distributor-retailer, Allconnex. And what a dirty word, unfortunately,
Allconnex came to be to many residents, courtesy of disgraceful behaviour exhibited by the former
government. It turned water—our most precious and basic commodity—into a political game with a huge
price tag. I remember my office being inundated with calls from residents who were outraged by their
expensive water bills in January 2011, the first Allconnex billing round. Such was the anger, disgust and
community outrage that ensued on the Gold Coast that the effective protest group Disconex was formed. I
had never seen so many complaints over household bills coming through my office in my years as the
member for Currumbin.

Mr Rickuss: I wonder how many years it will take to pay off the desal plant.

Mrs STUCKEY: I take the interjection from the honourable member for Lockyer. The desalination
plant caused many tears in the electorate of Currumbin, although the household bills of course have come
about through Allconnex. Families, retirees and pensioners were all calling my electorate office pleading
for help—pleas that were blatantly ignored or shoved aside by the former government. The anger was
palpable. Labor’s $7 billion water grid was a disaster—a mess that the LNP government is now forced to
clean up to relieve the good people of Queensland. The Newman government is committed to saving
South-East Queensland families money on their water bills. We are a government committed to action.
The people of the Currumbin electorate have suffered no end due to the sheer incompetence of the former
government. As members heard from the honourable member for Lockyer, the Tugun desalination plant
was a classic billion-dollar example of this. I recently made a visit to this desalination plant with the Minister
for Energy and Water Supply to check on its progress. The former government could not have cared less
about the damage and destruction that it caused to residents in surrounding suburbs in my electorate of
Currumbin. I have stood in this House so many times and said that the desalination plant had more
episodes than Days of Our Lives, and I wholeheartedly stand by that sentiment. The minister, I am pleased
to say, is conducting an examination of this plant and together we are committed to working towards a
solution to the problem that has seen taxpayers’ money grossly wasted.

This bill shows that the LNP is serious in our efforts to assess and deliver lower-cost water services
to Queenslanders and ultimately ease cost-of-living pressures. As the minister stated in his introductory
speech, this government wants to work with councils in a joint effort to reduce household water bills—not
play politics and create more divisions and more pain for residents. The Newman government has
committed to handing control of water services back to councils. The removal of onerous industrial
relations measures is just the start. Removing these frameworks enables the respective council owners to
manage and plan their own water business and therefore meet the needs of the customers. And what
bigger need is there than price relief—relief that residents were never going to get under the arrogant Bligh
Labor government? Untangling the expensive, ineffective and massive water debacle that the Labor
government created is not going to be an easy task, but we have a plan and we are committed to getting
Queensland back on track. These proposed amendments are a clear example of a government committed
to easing the cost of living for families and I applaud the minister and our government for bringing forward
this bill. 
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