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Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the
Commonwealth Games) (8.36 pm): I rise to support the Civil Partnerships and Other Legislation
Amendment Bill 2012 introduced on 20 June by the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, the
honourable member for Kawana. This bill implements the Newman government’s pre-election commitment
to review the Civil Partnerships Act 2011 that was introduced late last year by the former Labor Treasurer
as a private member’s bill in a grubby, vote-grabbing attempt to save Labor from its impending doom.
Amendments in the legislation before us tonight are proposed to, firstly, remove the provisions from the
Civil Partnerships Act 2011 which allow a couple to make a declaration before a civil partnership notary of
their intention to enter into a civil partnership with each other; secondly, remove the provisions from the act
which allow a person to be registered as a civil partnership notary and which require the maintenance of a
civil partnership register; and, thirdly, to amend the termination provisions in the act so that a civil
partnership is no longer terminated by a District Court order but by lodging an application with the Registry
of Births, Deaths and Marriages.

Amendments to this bill will also change the title of the act from ‘Civil Partnerships Act 2011’ to
‘Relationships Act 2011’ and the terminology used from ‘civil partnerships’, ‘civil partners’ and ‘cooling-off
period’ to ‘registered relationships’, ‘registered partners’ and ‘registration period’ respectively. I am really
pleased to see some humanity prevail in these provisions, especially with regard to the term ‘cooling-off
period’. This type of reference is appropriate for house purchases and telemarketers, but it is not in
reference to people. The purpose of this legislation is far more sensitive and deserves respectful language
and terminology. Consequential amendments will be made to the Births, Deaths and Marriages
Registration Act 2003, Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Regulation 2003, Civil Partnerships
Regulation 2012, Corrective Services Act 2006, Duties Act 2001 and Succession Act 1981.

Essentially, the bill aims to partially repeal the act to remove those provisions that may be perceived
as mimicking marriage, such as the holding of a regulated ceremony. However, the act will maintain the
registration scheme that allows couples of any gender or sexual orientation to register their relationship for
legal, medical and financial purposes. Notably, provisions in this bill will bring the Queensland legislation
into line with relationship legislation in New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania, where ceremonies are
not included in the legislative framework. 

Importantly—I stress importantly—the bill will continue to observe the legal rights of those couples
who have already registered their civil partnership and undertaken to hold a ceremony under the
provisions of the act as it currently stands. I understand that, to date, 653 civil partnerships have been
registered yet only 23 ceremonies have been held. I would stress the point that this amendment bill does
not remove the right of couples to hold private ceremonies amongst family and friends; it merely removes
the provisions in the act that relate to state sanctioned and regulated ceremonies. 

These amendments will ensure the preservation of the institution of marriage as a lifelong
commitment between a man and a woman under the Commonwealth’s Marriage Act 1961. The legislation
introduced by the former Labor government was designed purely to create a divide, both within the wider
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community and here within the parliament of Queensland. The timing of the introduction of the Civil
Partnerships Bill late last year, when the Bligh Labor government was in its death throes, was manipulative
and callous. 

The opportunism of the former Treasurer knew no bounds. The introduction of his private member’s
bill—not the domain of a minister of the Crown—was nothing more than a cheap political stunt in a
desperate attempt to win votes rather than being about good policy. It was Machiavellian, a cruel trick to
play, using the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transsexual community like a political football, geeing them up for
blatant political gain. This kind of sneaky, slippery, devious behaviour was the norm of the previous
government. They would have you think they had ownership—a monopoly, if you like—on the issues
related to the gay community. They are wrong. Many of us on the government benches have dearly loved
family members and close friends who are not heterosexual. As the honourable member for Southern
Downs has said, there are diverging views amongst the gay community on this topic as well. 

As the Attorney mentioned when speaking to the bill late last year, it was designed as a distraction
from the critical issues facing our state due to Labor’s incompetent governance over the last two decades.
In discussions that the LNP had with the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transsexual community at the time, we
found that the major issues facing them, strangely enough, were the same as those facing all
Queenslanders and those in my electorate of Currumbin. They were rising cost-of-living pressures, access
to good public health facilities, getting our economy back on track, job opportunities and job security. Might
I add that not one constituent has contacted my office in Currumbin in relation to this debate, and I have a
very, very engaged electorate. 

The Newman government was elected with a clear mandate to address these issues, and that is
what we are delivering on. For example, through the passage of our cost-of-living bill, one of the first and
most defining acts of this government, we are determined to provide real relief to Queensland households
and businesses and all Queenslanders who live therein. In saying so, though, we do need to give legal
certainty and balance to those who will be affected by this legislation as well as fulfil an expectation that we
would review the legislation in line with our pre-election statements.

Honourable members, I believe that the Attorney has found that balance and I congratulate him on
this bill and also on his willingness to listen to opposing arguments in order to find some middle ground. I
respect the views of those individuals sitting in the parliamentary gallery and I ask them to respect the
institution of this parliament as we openly debate this legislation. 
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