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PALM BEACH OLYMPIC POOL; CURRUMBIN, LAW AND ORDER

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Miss Barton): I call the Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small
Business and the Commonwealth Games.

Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the
Commonwealth Games) (3.57 pm): Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, and how refreshing it is to see
you in the chair on your first day in this role. 

As a local resident of 25 years, I wish to place on record my full support of Michael and Narelle
Wenden in their considerable yet measured efforts to continue operating the Palm Beach pool. On behalf
of Currumbin citizens and as the elected state member for the area, I have written to all sitting Gold Coast
city councillors in support of the Wendens being able to continue their role, and I have also put in a call to
the mayor.

On Friday, a full Gold Coast City Council is expected to vote and ultimately decide the fate of the
Wenden family. The Wenden family have operated the local pool for the last 35 years and have in that time
provided a dedicated service to our community, and they deserve to have this service properly
acknowledged. The council is currently considering a tender from a Victorian company that residents fear
will see the Wendens lose control of this much loved and utilised pool. The council’s key priority should be
to provide an affordable community service for ratepayers and not simply be swayed by the cheapest
option. The Local Government Act 2009 does not suggest that this is the only criteria to follow, and nor
should it.

As part of the Newman government, which is committed to lowering the cost of living for
Queenslanders, I am fully aware of ensuring that the best value for money is achieved. In that regard I
understand that the Gold Coast City Council does have a responsibility to the ratepayers to get the best
bang for their buck, and that is exactly what they have got from the Wendens over the past 35 years, along
with a friendly and caring service, a clean facility and quality teachers. The Wendens deliver an affordable
and reliable service to our community, with their learn-to-swim programs being arguably the best on the
Gold Coast with some 36,000 participants, and they manage to deliver the lowest prices for learn-to-swim
and junior swim coaching. 

I understand that there are some members in this House who have experienced the Wendens’
superior coaching, as have members of my own family. This dedicated couple want to see as many
youngsters as possible learn to swim safely and keep fit. Residents have real fears that, under new
management from an interstate company, fees will go up and the cost of entry will be prohibitive to many
local users. We are a tight-knit community in Currumbin and we value our connectedness through activities
such as those on offer from the Wendens. I have a track record of fighting for my community, and 35 years
of solid service to the Currumbin community is definitely something worth fighting for.

Very quickly on another matter, I want to congratulate the Minister for Police and Community Safety,
the honourable member for Bundaberg, for delivering on the Newman government’s election promises to
get serious about law and order. The Gold Coast recently welcomed nine new police officers, with
Coolangatta recruiting two new officers and a recruitment search to begin on 1 July. We also saw a
commitment to extend funding for the Gold Coast helicopter—great news for our community.
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