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Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the
Commonwealth Games) (9.11 pm): I rise tonight to support and congratulate the Treasurer, the honourable
member for Clayfield, on the Treasury (Cost of Living) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2012 which
was introduced into the House on Thursday, 17 May this year. It is clearly testament to the determination of
the Newman government and the Treasurer that we recognise the urgency and importance of this
particular piece of legislation for all the people of Queensland. This government is serious about lowering
the cost of living for all Queenslanders, unlike the previous wasteful Labor government and its current
members who are obviously still in denial. For the past two decades the good people of this state suffered
under one of the worst Labor governments we have ever seen. Mind you, I am yet to see a fiscally
responsible Labor government. They squandered this great state’s AAA credit rating, sold off our assets
and racked up a horrendous debt that every man, woman and child will be paying for years to come. The
greatest tragedy is that we are still yet to fully realise just how deeply the toxic Bligh Labor government
buried us in debt through its gross incompetence. 

Thankfully, honourable members, the voters of Queensland eventually saw through the smoke and
mirrors, the untruths and the broken promises when they served up their revenge on 24 March. The LNP
won the recent state election on a platform of governing for all Queenslanders, not for ourselves, and that
is exactly what we are delivering in the form of this bill that implements a raft of the LNP’s election
commitments by proposing amendments to a number of acts. The amendments will allow for reinstatement
of the transfer duty home concession, saving Queenslanders up to $7,000 on the purchase of a home; it
will increase the payroll tax exemption threshold for businesses from $1 million to $1.1 million in the first 12
months; it will freeze the standard electricity tariff; it will introduce an Office of Best Practice Regulation to
eliminate unnecessary red tape; and it will abolish those sustainability declarations when selling houses.
The bill also includes an amendment to the Carers (Recognition) Act 2008 to streamline the information
included in agency annual reports. 

Cost of living is undoubtedly the biggest issue hitting all households across our state and is the
number one issue of concern to residents in my electorate of Currumbin. This was highlighted in a whole-
of-electorate survey at the end of 2010—well before the last state election. In fact, for the first time in my
history as the member for this area the issue of cost of living rated above the traditional concerns of law
and order, justice and health care which certainly demonstrates the extent to which the pressure had
escalated. 

In a previous motion in this House on cost of living I highlighted the QCOSS annual poverty
statement, which revealed that in 2011 480,000 Queenslanders were living in poverty. It is hardly
surprising, considering that under the Labor government electricity prices had spiralled out of control,
increasing by 63 per cent and rising by an average $120 last year alone. Shame, I say. Shame! Not only
are households suffering under the cost-of-living pressures, Queensland’s 400,000 plus small businesses
bore the brunt of the former Labor government’s incompetence and seemingly unrestricted expenditure
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and were left to struggle under soaring utility and service costs. Recent data from the Australian Securities
and Investments Commission revealed 623 Queensland companies went to the wall during the quarter to
31 March 2012. This is an increase of 54 per cent on the 2011 March quarter. Previous ASIC research
from 2010 indicates that around 75 per cent of bankruptcies relate to small businesses. It is widely
recognised that difficulties facing many retail, tourism, building and construction businesses stem from
cost-of-living pressures—not only those costs facing businesses themselves, but the pressures affecting
ordinary Queenslanders who can no longer afford these services. 

As the shadow minister for small business prior to the 2012 election, I visited many small
businesses in the electorates that members represent here in this House. I discovered small business
owners who were not able to pay themselves a wage for a period of 12 months. They worked so they could
keep their staff in jobs. Sadly, some of those businesses went to the wall. Amongst the hundreds of small
businesses I surveyed I heard similar tales of deep despair and frustration at the Bligh government’s
complete failure to recognise the plight that they had placed them in. Quite a few of these businesses had
difficulty containing their comments to just the single sheet that I provided, so deep was this despair. One
theme that was particularly common throughout the responses that I received was the high costs affecting
cash flow and customers not having the money to spend on their products and services. 

It is no secret that the former Labor government failed to deliver on regulatory reform and failed to
deliver on reducing cost-of-living pressures. In fact, they failed Queenslanders miserably right across our
great state. It was therefore no great surprise to learn recently that this same government did not even
have a small business policy to take to the last state election. That says it all about Labor’s attitude to small
business, honourable members—that says it all! They do not recognise that they even exist. When we
heard the honourable member for Mulgrave question the need for cutting red tape and how we would do it,
it showed that those opposite do not have a clue about the effect that the duplication and accumulation of
this red tape, which they have imposed on small businesses, has had. Some of our small and micro
businesses suffer under 14 to 16 different pieces of regulation. A report by the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Queensland, produced in 2009 and updated in November 2011, titled the Blueprint for fighting
Queensland’s over-regulation, revealed the truth that the Labor government had allowed the amount of
regulation and red tape in this state to blow out to an astonishing 92,000 pages, but the member for
Mulgrave says, ‘Do not worry about how many pages. Do not count the pages,’ even though this was the
most of any state in Australia.

The cost to the Queensland economy of this overregulation has increased from $4.8 billion in 2007,
under a Labor government, to a whopping $7 billion per year in taxes, fees and other charges. Those
unsustainable costs are hurting our small businesses the most—the ones that are least able to afford it.
Similarly, the federal Gillard government has been slow to act on promised productivity reforms to reduce
duplicated red tape across state and federal agencies. This commission has reported that business costs
could be reduced by $4 billion if the full package of changes under COAG’s ‘national seamless economy’
plan was implemented. However, the 17 areas addressed by COAG so far have only resulted in
$143 million in savings for businesses. 

It is time to get Queensland back on track. The LNP has committed to reducing red tape and
regulation across government by 20 per cent. I will repeat that: we will reduce red tape by 20 per cent. As I
have said, provisions in this bill will create the Office of Best Practice Regulation through amendments to
the Queensland Competition Authority Act 1997. I am pleased to see this election commitment delivered
within our first 100 days in government. This initiative will provide real relief to our small businesses, which
have been strangled by the duplicative and cumulative impact of red tape and regulation created by the
former government. 

The Newman government will lower the cost of living for businesses and families by cutting waste.
We will deliver better infrastructure and better planning and revitalise front-line services for families.
Lowering the cost of living for households and businesses will align with our policy target to reduce
unemployment in Queensland to four per cent within six years. Importantly, the bill includes multiple
measures that will directly benefit our small businesses in the short term. 

Feedback from my small business survey indicated payroll tax was by far the most intolerable
administrative action of government that businesses wanted to see changed. ‘A tax on jobs’ and ‘a
disincentive to growth’ were familiar cries of frustration from those who have long lobbied for change but
were given no relief—no relief—by the previous Labor government. With a burden of increasing wage bills
weighing heavily on employers year after year, the payroll tax issue could be avoided no longer. Not only
have we listened; we have acted. Our election commitment to increase the payroll tax exemption threshold
from $1 million to $1.6 million over six years begins now, with the first increment of $100,000 to be
implemented by the passage of this bill. 

For businesses this means that immediately on the commencement of this bill approximately 1,200
employers, who would otherwise be paying a payroll tax in 2012-13, will get a tax break. That is good news
for 1,200 employers in our state. As a result, approximately 90 per cent of Queensland employers will not
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be liable for payroll tax, as indicated by the Treasurer in his introductory speech. Over the six years, this
policy will save some 5,000 businesses from paying payroll tax and 20,000 businesses will benefit overall.
That is great news for businesses and great news for Queensland. 

Our commitment to delivering these changes to payroll tax reaffirms our belief—our LNP belief—that
small businesses are the backbone of the Queensland economy. We value the benefit small businesses
bring to our communities and our economy, because so many of us have come from that very place, that
is, small business. The Newman government’s payroll tax relief will give business owners the optimism
and determination to grow and create more jobs, rather than to hold back to avoid hitting the payroll tax
threshold. 

We are not backing away from the promises we made during the election. We are delivering for the
people of Queensland and this bill is just the start. I congratulate the Treasurer and the Premier for their
enthusiasm, determination and commitment to getting Queensland back on track through a whole-of-
government approach that I know is supported by all of my LNP colleagues in this House. 
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