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Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the
Commonwealth Games) (11.24 am): It gives me great pleasure to rise today in my capacity as the Minister
for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the Commonwealth Games as well as the very proud
member for Currumbin to update the House on a number of exciting events and activities happening in my
corner of Queensland. As one of the state’s premier tourism destinations, the Gold Coast, and in particular
my electorate of Currumbin, hosts a variety of activities, not the least of which is the Cooly Rocks On
festival. The Queensland government, through Events Queensland, is proud to support Cooly Rocks On
for the first time this year. Notably, the Newman government has embraced tourism as one of the four
pillars of the Queensland economy. 

Cooly Rocks On is Queensland’s biggest and best music and car festival and is back in Coolangatta
in 2012, running from 1 June to 11 June. This annual festival has become a huge tourist attraction for car
and music enthusiasts throughout the country, boasting a car show of over 1,200 vehicles and plenty of
rock’n’roll entertainment, along with Elvis look-alikes filling the streets during the 11-day event. The first
eight days provide many exciting attractions for the public to experience, with classic cars from the 1950s
and 1960s available for displays, demonstrations and, importantly, cruises. The festival spills into the
neighbouring suburbs, bringing a much needed boost for small business and tourism operators. Over this
coming long weekend a number of streets will be closed for eight outdoor stages to provide entertainment
and over 200 market stalls. I might add that the honourable Attorney-General and member for Kawana
participated years ago in these rock’n’roll activities. I have to say that he and his wife are very fine dancers.

Leading regional events like Cooly Rocks On are a great way of showcasing the southern Gold
Coast to our visitors. And with more than 50,000 of them attending last year’s festival and up to 80,000
expected to attend this year, it is no doubt very much a winter drawcard for the coast. Research into last
year’s festival showed that visitors stayed on average 5.7 nights and that the festival had an estimated
economic impact on the region of over $18 million. Transitioning seamlessly from the Wintersun festival,
which ran for over 20 years, Coolangatta’s annual nostalgia event is always well supported, with huge local
and domestic interest every year that will continue for years to come. 

This morning, I was pleased to hear the Premier speak about the celebrations for Her Majesty the
Queen on her diamond jubilee. Over the weekend thousands of boats took part in the Thames Diamond
Jubilee Pageant and I am very proud to inform the House that the Currumbin under-23 women’s surfboat
crew was selected to represent Currumbin and Australia at this event. As the member for Currumbin, I was
delighted to be able to offer my support and donate some funds to the crew to help cover the costs
involved in participating in this exciting opportunity. The members of the Viragos crew—Leah Billing,
Rachel Kilmartin, Sarah Handley and Caitlin McConnel—should be congratulated on their efforts and
extremely proud of the opportunity to represent their community and country in this world-class event.
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These hardworking young women gained selection after only one season of rowing together. They train on
the Brisbane River during the week and volunteer their time to the surf rescue team at Currumbin Beach
on weekends. They are to be acknowledged and thanked for the role they play. I understand a male medal-
winning surfboat crew from Currumbin is also in London for the Queen’s jubilee. 

Now wearing my small business hat, I am delighted to inform the House of a small business on the
Gold Coast that is doing big things in the brewing world. I congratulate the Burleigh Brewing Co. for taking
out the top prize at the Brewers Association World Beer Cup in San Diego in May. Burleigh Brewing’s Hef
beer—a German wheat style beer—outshone its Europe competitors, beating top international
establishments at their own game. The owners of Burleigh Brewing, Brennan and Peta Fielding, deserve
every accolade for their pioneering spirit and tireless work in building this successful brand. 

Established in 2007 with just a team of two, they are now expanding staff and production due to high
demand for their unique and finely crafted beer. Burleigh Brewing is one of Queensland’s premium brewers
and the Gold Coast’s only craft brewery, boasting six main beers with two limited edition beers currently on
the hop. It would be nice to see them here in this House at some stage.

The Newman government has made a commitment to get off the back of small business and let
them get on with what they do best. We understand small business, we know what makes it tick, and I am
pleased to be able to highlight the successes of small businesses and festivals in my local community. 
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