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Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the
Commonwealth Games) (8.39 pm): It gives me great pleasure to rise in reply to the Governor of
Queensland’s opening speech, delivered on Wednesday, 16 May 2012, as a member of Queensland’s
54th Parliament. As so many others here in this parliament have done, I pledge my loyalty to Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II. 

I am deeply privileged to have been asked to be the Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small
Business and the Commonwealth Games in the Newman government—a government with a plan to get
Queensland back on track—and I wish to place on record what a great honour it is to serve the people of
the Currumbin electorate for a fourth term. I thank them for once again placing their faith in me to be their
representative in the state parliament, and I assure them that I am as dedicated and as enthusiastic as I
was in February 2004. There are still days on which I walk around the Currumbin foreshore that I have to
pinch myself that I really do represent this electorate, blessed with such great people and such
breathtaking natural beauty. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to every newly elected member and to my colleagues upon their
successful re-election, in particular the class of 2004. I would also like to congratulate the honourable
member for Maroochydore upon her election and subsequent appointment as Madam Speaker, making
history to become Queensland’s first female in this role. Having worked with the honourable member for a
number of years in this House, I am sure that she will foster fairness and respect in her new role. 

After so many years in opposition it is indeed a rewarding, yet somewhat surreal, feeling to be the
government. Having said that, I am acutely aware of the responsibility that brings to each of us and the
high expectations of the people of Queensland, as well as the legacy of debt left behind by years of Labor’s
incompetence and reckless spending. 

The LNP members are all indebted to our Premier, Campbell Newman, for his herculean efforts and
strong, decisive leadership which saw us win 78 seats in the Queensland parliament. My colleagues the
honourable members for Clayfield and Callide are to be applauded for steering us along the tumultuous
journey leading up to the state election. And let us not forget the formation of the LNP under the guidance
of the honourable member for Southern Downs and the honourable member for Caloundra. We have much
to thank them for. 

However, it was our leader, Campbell Newman, and his family who were targeted incessantly, in a
cowardly and callous manner that eventually disgusted even the most loyal of Labor voters. As they say,
though, what goes around comes around. And the rest is now history. Like I said, Labor voters were
appalled by this gutter campaign and were further disenchanted when Labor ran a candidate in Currumbin
who lived in Brisbane and did not even bother to set foot in the electorate—not even on polling day. 

Much has been said about the 2012 election being a dirty campaign—if not the dirtiest campaign in
Queensland history. Well, I have seen a few in my time, and I can say that the dishing of dirt started well
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before the campaign proper. It was the normal behaviour of Labor in this House as they showed a
complete lack of respect for the parliament and those of us on the opposition benches. 

Elections require enormous amounts of human resources, and it is fitting that the scores of people
who volunteered to assist in some way in the lead-up to and during polling day are adequately recognised
and applauded for their significant efforts. Some of my new colleagues campaigned solidly for 18 months
prior to the election, putting in marathon efforts which clearly contributed enormously to the outcome.
Travelling around the state in my shadow ministerial role I got to know many candidates and saw firsthand
the hard yards they were putting in. Now, here they are as honourable members of this parliament. And
I am sure they will continue to put in the hard yards with renewed vigour as we get on with lowering the
cost of living and making Queensland a powerhouse once again. 

As the mentoring member for the seat of Burleigh I wish to acknowledge the hard work of Michael
Hart and his team. Stumping up for a third tilt in a row takes a lot of persistence and, to Michael’s credit, he
kept working away on local issues for the betterment of his community. 

I now wish to express my deep gratitude to the members of my campaign team and my branch,
many of whom have been campaigning on my behalf for literally over a decade. Currumbin people are a
vibrant and active group of people who are always ready to lend a hand. Thank you, one and all, for your
friendship and belief in me as your member. 

To salt-of-the-earth residents like Bill Garay, who gave up three weeks to man three poll booths, one
of them a very quiet one that had maybe 10 votes a day: I say thank you. Countless others assisted with
fundraising, hosting signage, feeding the troops on polling day and numerous related tasks. I am truly
grateful to each one of them. To my fantastic campaign team—Richard Stuckey, Carley McNeil, Tim Gear,
Peter Barrett, Ben Naday, Anne and Robert Wright, Virginia Freebody and Minna Knight: you are simply
the best. I would also like to thank my hardworking electorate office staff, Robin Prior and Kadie Scott, for
making sure constituents are respectfully and efficiently handled; and my former policy adviser Michael
Read for his guidance and support. The team at LNP headquarters did a fantastic job over such a long
period. I say well done to all concerned. 

The support of family has featured in members’ maiden and not-so-maiden speeches. I am no
different and simply could not have managed without the love and sustenance of my husband, Richard. He
has made many sacrifices over the years for me to realise this goal, and I am profoundly appreciative of
his generosity of spirit. It was also very comforting to have both our children, Olivia and Edward, home for
the election, to share in this historic and humbling victory. 

As I said earlier in my speech, Currumbin is blessed with attributes. Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary is
one of these. The LNP announced a pre-election pledge to a $26.5 million koala protection policy, with
some funds allocated towards koala rescue and rehabilitation services. I will continue to wholeheartedly
support the sanctuary and the incredible efforts of the staff and volunteers at the wildlife hospital to gain a
share of any available funding so they can continue their life-saving work. 

Law and order remains an issue in the Currumbin electorate, with residents continuously contacting
me with concerns about hooning, graffiti and general crime. Extra police numbers pledged by the LNP
during the election are sorely needed. Already our Minister for Police has put 20 detectives into the Gold
Coast at a cost of $750,000, and at least 100 of the 1,100 new police promised by the LNP will be sent to
the Gold Coast and Logan areas. Unlike Labor, the LNP is tough on crime. 

In 2008 I started a Hoon Watch initiative to provide an avenue for the community to appropriately
report incidents of hooning. Under the Newman government, the residents of Currumbin will finally see
some action against these hoons with our plans to introduce the toughest hooning laws in Australia.
Offenders will see their cars clamped and off the road for their first offence, and subsequent offences will
see the cars forfeited or crushed. These laws will send a strong message to hoons that their activities will
no longer be tolerated and will provide some peace of mind for the residents of Currumbin in their bid to
make our streets safer. 

The government also has followed through with its promise to continue funding the police helicopter
for the Gold Coast. Our police minister, the honourable member for Bundaberg, announced that the
chopper will be funded by the state government for 20 hours of flying time per week. 

The Newman government has also shown its support for Neighbourhood Watch, a wonderful
community initiative, by providing an extra $1 million a year in funding to boost community policing
initiatives. Currumbin has seven Neighbourhood Watch groups which will benefit from this commitment.
These groups are so important in our community, and it is refreshing to note that we as the new
government will ensure their presence can continue to be felt throughout Queensland. 
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The Currumbin electorate has suffered enormously under 20 years of Labor government, with cost-
of-living pressures through the roof. Under the Newman government Currumbin will immediately begin to
feel the ease in cost-of-living pressures, with the introduction of a number of LNP initiatives. 

Ongoing issues surrounding the $1.2 billion desalination plant in Tugun have caused enormous
upheaval and unrest for residents in my electorate. The previous government was only too happy to pose
for photo opportunities while this showpiece of the $7 billion water grid was being built, but they failed to
come near the site or the nearby residents who put up with all the dust, dirt, noise and disruption as the
series of faults and failures unfolded. 

The Labor government were experts at keeping residents in the dark about the operation and
continual failures of the plant. Their excuses were not only creative; they were downright shifty. As I have
said many times, the Tugun desal plant has had more episodes than Days Of Our Lives and twice as many
heartaches. I recently visited the site with the Minister for Energy and Water Supply, the honourable
member for Caloundra, to review the operation—or lack thereof—of this trouble prone facility which is
currently costing taxpayers $19 million every year to keep it operating in hot standby mode with twice
weekly flush outs. I have a feeling there will be more episodes to come and I am very pleased the minister
has shown an interest in the status of this plant.

I wish now to touch briefly on the portfolio that I am so proud to represent as a minister in this
government—that is, Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the Commonwealth Games. The
Newman government recognises tourism as one of the four pillars of the Queensland economy. Under
Labor, tourism languished through neglect. Jobs were lost and businesses went to the wall. Bringing these
intrinsically linked agencies together provides a unique opportunity to maximise and reinvigorate our
marketing and planning efforts to achieve our goal of returning Queensland to No. 1.

We will accomplish this in part through the revolutionary DestinationQ strategy—a genuine whole-of-
government approach to tourism that will provide our industry with the support and focus it needs to reach
its potential. In partnership with industry, we will work towards the goal of doubling overnight visitor
expenditure to $30 billion by 2020. An important component of the DestinationQ strategy is the tourism
cabinet committee which has been established with ministers whose portfolios have wide-reaching effects
on tourism. They are State Development, Infrastructure and Planning; Education, Training and
Employment; Transport and Main Roads; and National Parks, Recreation, Sport and Racing. Today
members of the newly formed tourism backbench committee were determined, and the assistant minister,
the honourable member for Cairns, will be chairing this committee so that all of Queensland will be able to
contribute to our tourism industry’s future. 

Industry First Response is another revolutionary aspect of our DestinationQ strategy. Under this
initiative, immediate steps will be taken to provide enhanced cooperative marketing opportunities, product
development intelligence and trade events. As nine in 10 tourism businesses are small businesses,
Industry First Response will be a useful tool to assist operators who have been doing it tough.

Our government understands small businesses. We know what makes them tick. So many LNP
members of this parliament have small business backgrounds and know too well of the torture Labor have
put them through with strangling red tape and regulations. Queensland has some 400,000 small
businesses representing over 95 per cent of all businesses in this state. We need to get our small business
sector back on track which is why the Newman government has committed to cutting red tape by 20 per
cent over six years and to achieving four per cent unemployment over the same period. This is hugely
positive news not only for Currumbin but for all of Queensland.

As a state the size of Queensland, we cannot underestimate the value that events bring to our
economy and our regions. In 2011-12, major events had delivered an economic boost to Queensland
estimated at $290 million. The Queensland government supports an enormous portfolio of events in all
corners of our great state and will be working even harder to ensure we can become the premier tourism
and events destination.

With the Commonwealth Games coming to the Gold Coast in 2018, we will be looking to maximise
employment opportunities in the region. The Commonwealth Games are not only a great international
sporting event but an important marketing and branding tool for our great state. There is a lot of work to do
to prepare our city, the Gold Coast, for the games which are expected to deliver a $2 billion boost to our
economy and create some 30,000 jobs. I have every confidence in the newly appointed Commonwealth
Games Corporation Board to deliver this significant project on time and on budget and to leave behind a
legacy the Gold Coast can be truly proud of. I look forward to championing the cause of tourism operators
and small businesses through this exciting portfolio and continuing to serve the good people of Currumbin
for the benefit of our community. 
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