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Hansard Tuesday, 29 May 2012

Speech by

Hon. Jann Stuckey

MEMBER FOR CURRUMBIN

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Commonwealth Games
Hon. JA STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the

Commonwealth Games) (9.51 am): Madam Speaker, may I add my congratulations to you as
Queensland’s first female Speaker. I am very pleased to inform the House that the Gold Coast 2018
Commonwealth Games board met for the first time last week. The opening ceremony for the games is less
than six years away and time is of the essence. This is a landmark project that will transform the Gold
Coast, create tens of thousands of jobs and deliver immense benefits for all Queensland. The eight
member games board was chosen for its skill base and expertise and its ability to analyse and act on the
large amount of data and reports that will shape this huge event. 

This government is determined to deliver these games on time and on budget, and we have the
team with the dedication and drive to do just that. At their meeting the board assessed reports and
submissions surrounding the location of the games village. After careful consideration the board, in a
unanimous vote, has recommended Parklands at Southport as the games village site. Parklands was
identified in Queensland’s official bid documents for the games as the preferred village location and I am
satisfied the board has made the right decision in settling on the Parklands site. It is a decision that puts to
rest the rumour and speculation about the location of the village and it will now allow the board to get on
with the job of delivering the best Commonwealth Games for Queensland and the world. There is little
doubt that the Parklands venue, which is the home of the Gold Coast Health and Knowledge Precinct, was
head and shoulders over other identified sites for the games village. A number of criteria were evaluated
by the games board, including the high standards of security and the challenges of housing, feeding and
transporting competitors and support staff. Construction of the village is a major undertaking and work
needs to commence as soon as possible to ensure that it is completed on time. We must get this right and
we must ensure that we are delivering the best possible return for taxpayers’ investment. 

I have a great deal of confidence in the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games Board and I
believe its recommendations on the site of the village will have widespread community support. It already
has the support of the mayor of the Gold Coast City Council. The council is a key partner in delivering the
games. Queensland has a very proud sporting heritage and a great record in supporting and delivering
world-class events. I urge all members of parliament to give their full support to the Gold Coast 2018
Commonwealth Games. 
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