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Hansard Tuesday, 25 October 2011

Speech by

Glen Elmes

MEMBER FOR NOOSA

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (10.13 pm): On Saturday, 15 October, I was honoured to attend and
speak at the Queensland Justice Association’s 2011 state conference, which was held in Noosa and
hosted by the Noosa branch of the association. I would like at the outset to convey my thanks and
appreciation for an excellent conference to Anne-Marie Bligh, president of the Noosa branch, and my good
friend Peter Burbidge-King, who compered the event on behalf of his branch. 

The range and quality of all the presenters was outstanding—in particular, that of the last speaker for
the day, the shadow Attorney-General, the honourable member for Kawana. In my short presentation, I
referred to some details sent to me only a few days previously by the Attorney-General with regards to
Justices of the Peace and the fact that throughout Queensland and across all categories there are 89,500
men and women who hold this office. Further research shows that there are 774 JPs, C.decs and old-style
JPs who live in the Noosa electorate alone. 

It is often said to me by people who require the services of a JP or C.dec that they cannot find them.
While I know that there are public registers and there are those very dedicated citizens who staff signing
sessions at shopping centres, it seems to me that the number of these volunteers is exceptionally small
when compared with the nearly 90,000 registered across the state. As the local member, I receive at least
one or two applications per week, so this number continues to grow. My question is: are we, through no-
one’s fault, putting quantity ahead of quality? Is it not possible that these upstanding men and women who
hold what is an ancient and honourable office, which came into existence in the 14th century, be
encouraged or even required to be far more available to the public to whom they have volunteered to serve
than is currently the case? 

As a justice of the peace, now commissioner for declarations, for over 30 years myself, I believe that
there is a case of limiting the number of officers through attrition and promoting the whereabouts of a
smaller but more available number of continuing office holders. In the case of the Noosa electorate, I fail to
see how 100 to 150 JPs who are active and well known in the community could not achieve the same
results that the 774 we currently have. I would not for one instant discourage anyone from taking the step
to become a JP or C.dec. Volunteers from across all areas of our communities are hard enough to come
by, but being a ‘peace officer’ is a special category, and I believe this carries with it a greater responsibility
than is currently shown by a large number of these voluntary legal officers. 
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