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Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (8.39 pm): Tonight in this debate I rise to speak on a matter of great

concern to me as the representative for my community of Noosa. While the Carbon Farming Initiative, the
National Water Initiative and the discharge of coal seam gas and seepage water are of great interest, I will
focus my contribution on the industry waste aspects of this bill. The bill before the House will cause an
increase in the cost of living to my constituents through a significant increase in the costs for the Sunshine
Coast Regional Council and small businesses. This impost will be passed on through the rate system and
other charges. By placing the whole burden on the commercial side of the waste business and attempting
to protect households and votes from yet another tax or tax increase, this Labor government has ensured
that households will be affected. However, as it has done on the water issue, the Bligh Labor government
will point a crooked finger at local government as the culprit rather than accept responsibility for its own
flawed and ill-considered legislation. 

At the outset I must say that I am very disappointed in the first test of the new bipartisan committee
system. This system encouraged us all to believe that there was a better way of conducting the business of
the parliament. The system boasted of being consultative, so there were scheduled hearings. Twenty-five
organisations and individuals made submissions and presented, often passionately, to the public hearing
on this, the first bill considered under the new process. I sat through those hearings with interest. I accept
that it is early days for the new system, but for this bill to have been the subject of so much informed
comment, often by people who run small waste management businesses and who will see no tangible
outcome from their effort, is a clear indication that nothing has really changed. The Labor government goes
through the motions of consultation, but it is impact-free consultation as it simply turns a deaf and uncaring
ear and acts as if the entire process had not occurred. Just look at the amendments. The best measure of
listening, not just hearing, is in these amendments and there is very little substance in them. 

One aspect of the legislation that is difficult to reconcile with its objective is any reference to the
phasing out of single-use plastic bags. The submission from the Queensland Conservation Council
informed that this element had been dropped from the legislation during the drafting phase. I ask the
minister to inform the House of the rationale for this retrograde step. The phasing out of single-use plastic
bags is symbolic. At the same time, it is a very practical measure to reduce waste in landfill of a product
with a very long life and the ability to pollute and destroy wildlife on land and in the sea. 

I personally witnessed a number of the presentations made to the Environment, Agriculture,
Resources and Energy Committee. All impressed, but some more than others. Standouts included the
passionate presentation and subsequent responses to questions by Rick Ralph, the executive director of
the umbrella Waste Contractors and Recyclers Association of Queensland. He represents the interests of
his 85 members across the spectrum of international, national and state based companies, including small
businesses comprising family based operations of fewer than 10 employees. The key aspects that he drew
attention to are some of the key flaws of this bill as it affects his members. First is the focus on landfill,
ignoring all other forms of disposal. That stance contradicts the work of some other arms of government in
generating green power. Second is the importance of the operators in the industry obligated to collect the
levy but not appropriately credentialed. 
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The third and perhaps the key point of the whole debate is that a tax is a price signal designed to
change behaviour. In this case, the tax does not apply to households, which are responsible for 30 per cent
of the total waste generation. Households will be impacted by increases in their rates, but they will not
know why. This Labor government will simply argue that councils have been compensated. Households
will be deaf to the response that the compensation is a long way short of what it should be and the blame
game around the cost shifting will continue. We already know that asbestos building waste is being
dumped in household wheelie bins because people want to avoid the cost of disposing of it appropriately.
The major increase in hiring a skip to dump household clean-ups is already showing up with illegal
dumping in bushland. Councils and other agencies are now hiring local skip contractors on contract to go
and clean up this illegal dumping in bushland. This problem will get much worse and was acknowledged in
the committee’s hearing through a commitment to ramp up policing. 

The fourth point is that the revenue from the tax is to be skimmed off to fund the creation of more
national parks. We cannot manage the ones we already have. All the resources generated should be
retained within the waste industry to achieve the objectives of the bill and the commercial industry should
be better supported by it than is being proposed. 

A second presentation in this stand-out category was by Michael Kennedy, founder and CEO of
Kennedy’s Classic Aged Timbers. He embraced the opportunity to put his case directly to the leaders of
this state with passion, conviction and clarity. I was stunned to learn that he had already made 12
submissions to DERM and other agencies in response to this bill. Michael Kennedy drew several matters
into sharp focus. Firstly, clearly in his industry forgiveness is not only easier to obtain than permission but,
with this bill failing to address the approach to regulating unlicensed operators, is also positively
encouraged. The additional intended or unintended consequence of that omission is that the certainty that
licensed operators need to make their investment decisions is just not available. This is in addition to the
uncertainty created by the possible introduction of the federal Labor government’s carbon tax and where
this Labor government, the Bligh Labor government, has failed in its responsibilities to represent the best
interests of Queenslanders by failing to oppose it. Further uncertainty is created when the regulations that
will underpin this legislation are yet to see the light of day. 

Given that the bill is to come into effect on 1 December this year, how much time are players in the
industry going to have to turn their businesses on their collective heads in time for the start-up date? There
are only 36 working days left, including today. This mad rush ignores the certainty essential for investment
decisions by businesses in this industry. You may rest assured that the next 12 months at least will be an
investment-free zone in this industry as it struggles to make sense of the legislation, the accompanying
regulations and the 18 bills that make up the carbon tax suite of legislation. No doubt those 18 bills will be
accompanied by truckloads of regulation as well. Here is an enormous compliance cost to business that is
totally unproductive and diminishes national productivity in a time of an international financial crisis. 

Mr Kennedy then drew attention to the high level of waste—some 60 per cent of the log volume—
generated by world-class operations by timber recyclers of round logs. This bill will make the recycling of
redundant timber from Energex, Ergon and a number of other government agencies unviable. It will create
a new cost for electricity generation companies when disposing of their timber as it passes its use-by date.
However, the most perverse outcome is that Mr Kennedy will be forced to source timbers from rainforests,
probably in Asia, to continue his business. At a time when the planet needs more and more trees, the Bligh
Labor government, dependent for its very existence on Green preferences, insists on persisting with
legislation that will inevitably lead to the destruction of rainforests. 

I urge this Labor government to pause and reflect and slow this process right down, work with the
industry and get this right and take time to understand the impact of the carbon tax. None of this is new.
More than 12 months ago, my discussions with these industry groups revealed their fears about what
would be included in this legislation and their fears were well founded. At the very first test of the new
collaborative, consultative committee process of considering legislation, as a parliament we have failed. If
this minister was serious about the new process, we would not have what is called the ‘minor in nature’
amendments that she has introduced but wholesale changes based on the submissions and presentations
made to the committee in good faith. That good faith has not been reciprocated. 
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