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Hansard Tuesday, 6 September 2011

Speech by

Glen Elmes

MEMBER FOR NOOSA

MEALS ON WHEELS

Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (8.45 pm): I am very grateful for the opportunity to pay tribute in this
place to the Meals on Wheels organisation. Originating in the United Kingdom in wartime, Meals on
Wheels was founded to assist the frail elderly who wanted to stay in their own homes. Now, almost 60
years later, Meals on Wheels creates almost 15 million meals annually all over Australia from its 740
outlets, and these meals are delivered to the door of some 53,000 clients by almost 80,000 generous-of-
spirit volunteers.

I pay tribute to Meals on Wheels everywhere. Volunteers tell me that the regular human contact they
provide to the frail, the elderly, the ill, the incapacitated, the recuperating and the lonely sustains their soul
just as importantly as the food sustains their body. This is a community service which gives genuine
meaning to the word ‘community’.

Last week I attended the annual general meeting of the Tewantin-Noosa Meals on Wheels. This
very local group produced 1,000 meals in its first year back in1975-76 in a local church hall. The group
moved into its own premises at Wallace House in 1993 on land provided by council, into bricks and mortar
provided by the sale of virtual bricks within the local community, and into premises and kitchen facilities
resulting from the local Lions Club, Rotary clubs and the Tewantin-Noosa and the Noosa Heads bowls
clubs, making that their project of the year. The real bricks were donated. The paint came free. The
construction labour was voluntary. An honour board gives perpetual recognition to the volunteering groups
and individual people.

Meals on Wheels receives from state government sources about one-third of the cost of the three-
course meal plus a drink which it provides to clients in my area for $7 delivered. In return, it must meet nine
accreditation standards and report three times a year. Seven of these nine standards are about policy and
procedures, with one for the building and one for the kitchen. In the year just ended, the Tewantin-Noosa
Meals on Wheels delivered 31,294 meals to 281 clients by 180 volunteers, who often are older than the
clients they serve.

There is much, much more that I would like to put on the public record; however, time does not
permit. What I must add is acknowledgement of president Jo Cunningham-Pettet in her fourth term; vice-
president Cindy Beasley in her 10th term; Treasurer Ian Brown in his fifth term; and the other members of
their stalwart committee in John Fenton, Arthur Frohmuller, Gerry Griffiths, Sandy Thorns, chef
extraordinaire Desiree Phillips and assistant Lorrae Naurocki. To these core people and their legion of
volunteers, on behalf of the community of Noosa I record my thanks for what you do relentlessly, unfailingly
and selflessly. 
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