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Hansard Wednesday, 24 August 2011

Speech by

Glen Elmes

MEMBER FOR NOOSA

BUS STOPS, COOROY-NOOSA AND EUMUNDI-NOOSA ROADS
Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (8.49 pm): There are many in our community who remember with great

affection the wonderful British television series Yes Minister. One of Sir Humphrey’s most distinguishing
characteristics was his ability to delay. Indeed, one of his KPIs must have been measuring the delay he
could cause for the implementation of anything. Now let us fast forward to the present and focus on
TransLink. Yes Minister must have been compulsory viewing. I received a letter dated 12 July 2011 from
the Minister for Transport in relation to my seeking bus stops on the Eumundi-Noosa and the Cooroy-
Noosa roads. Somebody other than the minister wrote the letter but both she and I were profoundly misled
by it. For example, the letter refers to a 2011-12 Station and Stop Infrastructure Grant. This program
ceased in May 2011 and was then integrated into the Bus Stop Upgrade Program. This current scheme,
which is not even mentioned in the minister’s letter, mandates compliance with the Disability Discrimination
Act 1992. There are other examples. However, this is not an issue I wish to go over tonight and score any
political points from. I do not want to see both sides of the political divide get into the trenches over this so
that nothing positive happens for my community. I will be seeking a meeting with the minister in the next
sitting of this parliament to resolve this matter. 

There are two separate issues by which TransLink has created confusion. The first is to replace two
bus stops—one on each of the roads at the same point on the Eumundi-Noosa and Cooroy-Noosa road.
These would replace, at TransLink’s cost, the bus stops removed when TransLink created an express
service on the two routes. The second issue is to consider the additional 18 stops—one on each side of the
road at nine locations—primarily for the safety of school students and also for the introduction of local
services and the sharing of that cost on a fifty-fifty basis with the local council. I have no doubt that when
the minister and I meet, the Sir Humphreys from TransLink will seek to delay all construction on safety
grounds. They will argue that there are very few suitable sites on these roads, given speed of traffic and
that sort of thing. However, we should take those bleatings with a whole warehouse full of salt, not just a
pinch. Why should we be dubious? Because now twice a day, on every school day, a significant number of
school buses travel these two roads, stopping regularly in the mornings to pick up the community’s most
valuable asset, its children, and repeating the journey in the afternoon to allow those same children to
alight on these narrow and dangerous roads. I will ask TransLink why these roads are safe for a couple of
hundred children a couple of times a day and not safe for fare paying adults who are the clients of
TransLink.
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