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Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (12.19 pm): I rise to speak in reply to the state budget for 2011-12 on

behalf of my constituents in the Noosa electorate. I am always proud to speak on their behalf and in their
interests. I am very pleased that the Treasurer is in the House at the moment. Upon returning to Noosa on
Monday, the first thing I will be doing is sending a big thank you card to the Treasurer to acknowledge the
allocation of $265,000 to—would you believe—the Noosa shire council through the Home Assist Program.
That little line went into the budget. There is no need to take ‘Noosa council’ out and put ‘Sunshine Coast
council’ in. It is a recognition of the inevitability that Noosa will get its council back. That will be the first
cheque that we bank into the account. Other than that, there are no words to describe my level of shock at
the parlous condition of the Queensland state budget. We all know that this is a Labor government that
managed to go bust in a boom. That is an unprecedented achievement. However, the state budget for
2011-12 is the darkest side of the boom. 

My constituents expected a strategy from the government that was clear evidence of some plan to
start paying down the state’s burgeoning debt. They are disappointed. The reality is that, despite the
$17 billion in proceeds from asset sales—members will remember they were the deceptive asset sales
that we found out about immediately following the 20 March 2009 election—the actual state debt has
continued to grow. It is more than it was last year, despite having sold the family silver, which paid off a little
bit of the debt, but it is a debt mountain. My constituents were expecting a clear plan to get the operating
budget back into surplus. 

With each of the successive budgets for 2007-08, 2008-09, 2009-10 and the 2011-12 budget
introduced on Tuesday, the state Treasurer pretends to be the eternal optimist. He continues to tell us that
good times are just around the corner. His plan seems to be one of two options. The first option is to simply
pray for another boom, bigger than the last. The second is to hope that the corner around which those
extremely elusive good times are loitering will come into sight soon. He appears to have lost sight of the
fact that we are now talking in billions of dollars. The deficit for 2010-11 is $2.127 billion. The deficit
predicted for the budget in the following year, that is the budget just handed down, is a staggering
$4.058 billion. That is $4,000 million. That number is beyond the length of the standard telephone number.
That number is beyond the number that the average person can remember. It is an unreal number, but
unfortunately it represents taxpayers’ dollars. It represents the additional borrowing that this derelict and
morally bankrupt government will add to its existing debt mountain over the next 12 months as it pushes
Queenslanders deeper and deeper into deficit and debt. 

A strategy or a plan to reduce debt and get the budget back into surplus would have started the long
road towards regaining the state’s AAA credit rating. That is the third expectation of the constituents of
Noosa. Again, they are disappointed. The Premier, too, must be disappointed. Was not that a Toward Q2
objective which she shared with my constituents, but that now seems to have been dropped off the radar
as a goal? Now it looks more like an own goal. Of course, none of us should be surprised, should we?
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Throughout Australian political history, a key performance indicator of Labor governments is that they
always spend more than they earn. Another KPI is that they always run the operating budget into deficit.
The third KPI is that they will always create a mountain of debt as a legacy for an incoming conservative
government to pay off. Why should the Bligh Labor government not be true to this historically accurate
track record of Labor? 

Unfortunately, this particular Labor government has lost the trust of the Queensland electorate, not
just the trust of my own constituency. This has come about because of the feeling of betrayal over asset
sales, which the electorate feels was not what they voted for at the last state poll. The electorate feels that
this Labor government reneged on an implied promise not to sell state assets and went ahead with a fire
sale of $17 billion of those same assets. Some of those assets were forests. This government promised to
sell just the trees. This Treasurer sent a pamphlet around to householders promising specifically not to sell
the land under the trees, but when the time came some of that land was sold unexpectedly and deceitfully.
Queenslanders did not expect their coveted fuel subsidy to be converted into a petrol tax, but Brisbane
now has one of the most expensive fuels of any capital in Australia. 

Of course, the loss of the AAA credit rating means that the interest rate on our debt mountain is
higher than it should be. While this Labor government remains in office, that debt grows and grows and
grows like Pinocchio’s nose and for the very same reason. The interest bill is now $595,000 every hour, 24
hours of every day, seven days of each and every week. The interest bill is a staggering $14 million every
day, week in and week out. It is $100 million every week. It is $5.2 billion each and every year from now on,
with no end in sight and not even an apology from the guilty party over there. Where does this interest bill
finish up? It simply goes on, the mountain of debt becoming even bigger, because there is no credible plan
to address it. Mount Debt Kosciusko a couple of years ago is Mount Debt Everest next year. 

Every disillusioned Queenslander should look at this document as an epitaph for the state
Treasurer. Every Queenslander should view this budget as a legacy for the state government. Every angry
Queenslander should be getting out their electoral baseball bat right now, ready for the next state election. 

What would that interest nightmare achieve if this had been a responsible Labor government? I
know that is a contradiction in terms. It could build a school every two days—a school that the Queensland
people would own, unlike the seven being built under private-public partnerships. It could build a regional
hospital every two weeks. It could build a major hospital every four weeks. It could employ an additional
70,000 nurses, police officers, firemen and teachers. 

My constituents are very disappointed with this budget. The total of all the allocations provided in it,
including all of the funding for the House with no Steps, stage 2 of the Peregian Beach State School being
built under a PPP, and the second year of the Noosa Fire Station building project, most of which have
already been announced, is a mere $11,148,879. What does that equate to? It amounts to 19 hours worth
of the state’s interest bill. My constituents are valued at 19 hours worth of interest payments by their you-
can-count-on-me Premier. While the Premier was on her feet recently, boasting about her rampant
spending in the north—and I have heard Labor member after Labor member get up in this House in their
speeches about the budget and talk about this—she talked about how much this represented per person. It
was $3,700 per person in Far North Queensland around Cairns. It was $3,700 per person in North
Queensland around Townsville. It was $3,600 per person around Mackay. It was $4,500 per person around
Fitzroy. But what is it in Noosa? It is $198.73 per person! 

One of two things is about to happen. Either the receivers are about to come in because there is just
no money left or this is the biggest pork-barrelling exercise this state has seen in many, many years.

Mr Wallace interjected. 
Mr Wettenhall interjected. 
Mr ELMES: The four seats in Cairns, those in Townsville and Whitsunday and those around

Brisbane have this big wall being put up around them. That wall is called the ‘pork-barrel wall’.
Mr Wallace interjected. 
Mr ELMES: It is there to do nothing else but save the hides of Labor parliamentarians. Over the last

couple of months—
Mr Wallace interjected.
Mr Wettenhall interjected. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Wendt): Order! It is very hard to protect you while you incite the

opposition like that. I ask the minister and the member for Barron River to please cease with their
interjections. The member for Noosa has the call. 

Mr ELMES: I appreciate the comfort of your presence. Over the last number of months I have been
trying—and I am very pleased that the minister is in the parliament—to bring to the attention of the Minister
for Main Roads the state of Eumundi-Noosa Road, particularly an area between Duke Road and Emu
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Mountain Road. More than anything else, this will describe to honourable members who are present the
difference between what is happening in Labor held areas of the state and what is happening in the state
seat of Noosa. There is a section of that road—not the whole road; it is maybe two or three kilometres—
that is just breaking up. If it breaks up any more we may as well get rid of the last of the bitumen and get
the Cobb & Co. coaches back because they at least will be suited to that sort of road. 

A couple of nights ago I had an opportunity to travel back to the electorate and return here the
following morning. Just outside the Doonan Service Station, which is the area we are talking about, yet
another huge pothole that a semitrailer could drive into had appeared overnight. Big hunks of bitumen
were lying on the street—and this is the main thoroughfare into Noosa. They just appear and they are still
there. The Sunshine Coast Regional Council is contracted to send repair crews there every two days. The
Sunshine Coast Regional Council has said publicly that the road is beyond repair. 

I again say to the minister—and suddenly the minister has gone very quiet—that according to the
latest RIP, which came out earlier this week, no work is scheduled to start on this road until 2013. That road
really needs something to happen to it a darn sight sooner than that. Just this morning I received an
email—one of the many I receive about this road—from Grant Allan. It states—
Wednesday the repair crews were back out on the road at the Doonan Service Station—Traffic at a standstill—the kids missed the
bus to school ...
Thursday morning at 8.00 am there was fist sized material on the road out of a rapidly developing pothole right outside the
Garage????? This is already a serious traffic hazard only a few hours after repairing the road. 
This is the situation day after day after day. 

The other road into town is the Cooroy-Noosa Road. There is a black spot in the area between
Tewantin and Tinbeerwah. I know that Main Roads has been carrying out a lot of test work. It has reduced
the speed limit on that section of road. I know also that there has been an allocation for that road, and I
thank the minister for seeing to it that some urgent work is being done there. That urgent work needs to
continue. The last thing we want to see is the lives of any more people lost on that particular section of
road.

I want to turn to another little catastrophe that is wandering around in my seat at the moment, and
that is the catastrophe of public transport. I have just mentioned the two roads that come into Noosa:
Cooroy-Noosa Road and Eumundi-Noosa Road. On Cooroy-Noosa Road we had a bus stop—not heaps
of bus stops, but just one bus stop—in that 12½ kilometres and it was decided to close it. Many people
came to me—including a young man who goes to the Endeavour Foundation, and this is his only method
of moving around independently—and complained that the bus stop at Six Mile Creek was closed. I went
and saw Rachel Nolan, who was the Minister for Transport at the time. She gave me a very good hearing.
She gave me an undertaking in writing that work to replace that bus stop at Six Mile Creek would
commence before the end of the first half of 2011. Everyone should check the date: it is 17 June. In that
same letter there was also an undertaking that another bus stop would be built on Eumundi-Noosa Road
just near the Doonan Service Station. 

I will explain how macabre this situation is. If the transport department decides that it is going to
approve the bus stop, it goes off to the Sunshine Coast Regional Council, which then plans the bus stop. It
even goes so far as to talk to the bus drivers to make sure that they are happy with the bus stop and the
way it is going to go in. Then when it comes time to build the bus stop it goes from the transport
department to the main roads department. I kept on following up with Minister Wallace’s department and
late last week we received notification from the main roads department, ‘I’m terribly sorry, but you’ve got to
go back to the transport department again.’ We found that these two bus stops would cost $200,000 each.
I say to the minister that six mates of mine and a bobcat will go out there on Saturday morning and
construct the two bus stops and the only cost to the Queensland state budget will be the carton of stubbies
that we will have at the end of the second project. 

I say to the minister that along 21 kilometres of the Eumundi-Noosa Road there is not a bus stop. It
is deemed too dangerous for fare-paying adults to pull up at a bus stop on Cooroy-Noosa Road or
Eumundi-Noosa Road. However, it is not deemed too dangerous for school buses to pull up in a dozen
different locations dozens of times over the school week—twice a day—on exactly the same road. I talk
here of older buses carrying kids who are going to primary schools and high schools. Is there something
wrong with those kids? Are they not as important as everyone else? Obviously, they are not as important
as fare-paying adults in the TransLink system. They are allowed to hop off the bus on the same road where
there are no bus stops. 

The microeconomy of my electorate is driven by tourism, construction, retail and health services. So
in this budget we have a six-month sop to stimulate housing construction. However, as soon as this is over
that construction industry will again crash, beaten down by the massive, ongoing increase in stamp duty,
enhancing the state’s overdependence on a narrow taxation base. 

I condemn this budget. It is a shameful example of incompetence in the worst tradition of the
recently replaced Carr-Iemma-Rees-Keneally led New South Wales state Labor government and the Cain-
Kirner state Labor government in Victoria. That is the model and the financial rule book from which no
Labor government, particularly this one in Queensland, ever deviates. 
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