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Hansard Thursday, 16 June 2011

Speech by

Glen Elmes

MEMBER FOR NOOSA

PRINCIPAL FOR A DAY

Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (10.49 pm): I commend the Minister for Education for the annual
celebration of state Education Week. I joined in this year by being principal for two half days, the first on
Wednesday, 1 June at Sunshine Beach State High School and the other on Friday, 3 June at the Tewantin
State School. I was prepared for life by being a student in the public school system. My son, Kristin,
attended Sunshine Beach State High School and, for a time, I was both a member and chair of the school
council there. 

When I experience excellence firsthand, as I did recently at both schools, my regard for the public
system is both renewed and refreshed. Sunshine Beach State High School is led most ably by Leanne
Jensen-Steele. The truism that a school is only as good as the leader is clearly in play here. The breadth of
the curriculum on offer is extensive and my classroom to classroom tour showed students very hard at
work indoors on the academic side of a full school life. Outdoors, I met quality teachers like Graeme Doe
pressing his Netbooks program and I saw Martin Dorey’s science robotics and velocity challenge, Dwight
Macaulay’s pedal power, Geoff Hounslow’s ice-cream making for year 10 and Suzanne Barrell’s cupcake
making, which had the added social benefit of being sold with the proceeds going back into supporting the
hospitality courses. The school motto of ‘quality in all we do’ was evident everywhere. Its curriculum is
extended by debating, cheerleading and a gamut of musicianship. Consider choosing between a string
orchestra, concert band, vocal group, percussion ensemble and stage band. 

My experience at Tewantin State School was very different because it was their annual sports
carnival. Principal Neil Jenkins enabled me to start a race and then mingle with pupils on the oval. I was
able to follow this up by talking with some of the parents as well as the ladies who had set up the mobile
tuckshop. The Tewantin sports carnival did remind me of many of those same events at the Everton Park
State School many, many years ago when hundreds of students who were out in the fresh air and sunshine
competed in a range of events that have not changed much. Everyone, including the teachers, parents and
pupils had a great time. 

For the record, Laguna house won the sports for a third consecutive year with Cooroibah second
and Doonella third, and they were separated by only a single point. I am assured that Weyba will challenge
for the title next year. Individuals who excelled were 12-year-old national superstar Samantha Johnson,
who broke the 1986 record for the long jump and the 1991 record for the 100 metres as well as the 200
metre record. Jack Coppock won both the 100 and 200 metre events for 11-year-olds. Ko-Dee Gibbins
won all seven of her individual age events. My thanks for their invitation are extended to Tewantin State
School and Sunshine Beach State High School. It makes me very proud to have two such outstanding
state educational facilities in my electorate. 
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