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Hansard Thursday, 12 May 2011

Speech by

Glen Elmes

MEMBER FOR NOOSA

EUMUNDI-NOOSA ROAD

Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (8.32 pm): I rise tonight to bring to the attention of the House my concern
for the safety of my constituents. Their safety is being compromised by the condition of Eumundi-Noosa
Road. Eumundi-Noosa Road is the major arterial from the south exiting the Bruce Highway into the tourist
icon of Noosa. It is dangerous enough by day. At night, the risk increases and in serious rain events
experienced of late, as visibility diminishes the road hazard becomes deadly. The temporary road repairs
wash out and spotting these suspension destroying craters becomes impossible. This is a serious issue
that I am bringing to the attention of the House. Today, despite my best efforts to have an inert government
do the right thing by the residents of Noosa, Eumundi-Noosa Road remains in appalling condition,
particularly the section north of Duke Road up to the entrance to Emu Mountain Road. 

I recall a speech in parliament by the Minister for Main Roads, Fisheries and Marine Infrastructure,
Craig Wallace, on 6 April this year asking road users to join in his thought bubble ‘dob in a pothole.’ I tell
the minister in all seriousness that the section of this gateway road to Noosa to which I have referred is a
continuous pothole. It is easier to ‘spot the tarmac’ than ‘dob in a pothole’. I first wrote to the responsible
minister in 2007 about this issue, long before Cyclone Yasi, long before the flooding of 70 per cent of
Queensland. Natural disasters are not to blame for the state of this roadway. It is the result of a vastly
inadequate spend by the government on roadways and infrastructure and my constituents want to know
when this road will be brought up to First World standard. Upgrading to even Third World standard would
be a quantum improvement on what we have now. I have written six times to the Department of Transport
and Main Roads, six times to two different ministers—as they come and go from the responsibility for Main
Roads—and I have asked questions on notice. Despite my petitions, the only thing that changes—the only
thing—is that Eumundi-Noosa Road continues to deteriorate. The Sunshine Coast Regional Council is the
contracted agent of the state government to maintain this road. It has crews working twice a week to join
the potholes with fresh tarmac. The council believes that these repairs are fruitless, as the deterioration is
beyond just a quick fix. Their experts tell me that full reconstruction is absolutely essential. 

I note that this government is proposing to grant an extra $26 million of scarce taxpayers’ dollars to
political parties for election campaigns. My priority would be to spend those funds on Eumundi-Noosa
Road. I urge the government, through the minister, to get its priorities right and to act now before a life is
lost as a direct result of this totally inexcusable neglect. 
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