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Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (4.05 pm): I rise to speak to the Revenue and Other Legislation
Amendment Bill. I would like to confine my comments to the Iconic Queensland Places Act 2008. This
government is clearly tired and has run out of ideas and, as part of what we are seeing today, continually
trundles out these omnibus bills to tinker at the edges, to fiddle while Rome burns—or, more correctly, to
fiddle while Brisbane and Queensland floods and the north suffers under the weight of cyclones. 

There are a couple of elements of this bill which affect my constituents deeply and about which they
remain aggrieved and very, very angry. Part 16 of the bill, ‘Repeal of Acts’, provides through clause 121 the
repeal of a number of pieces of existing legislation. It is inconsistent with recommendations of the Weller
review. Recommendation 116, ‘Iconic Places Assessment Panels’, recommends ‘status quo with an
operational review within two years of start-up’. One of the acts to be repealed is the Iconic Queensland
Places Act 2008. The explanatory notes give us the chilling news—

These amendments continue the rollout of the planning reform agenda which seeks to consolidate matters impacting on planning and
development within the Sustainable Planning Act itself. 

There it is. The cat is out of the bag. The plan is just as we knew all along—that the iconic places
legislation was a sop in the heat of the moment, in a fierce fight over forced council amalgamations, when
18,747 Noosa residents signed a petition in one day, when 31,000 Noosa residents sent submissions to
the Local Government Reform Commission and, through the postal plebiscite granted by then Prime
Minister John Howard, when 80 per cent of Noosa residents voted and 95 per cent of those voted against
the forced amalgamation. Eight thousand Noosa residents and their supporters also marched through the
streets of Brisbane to show their disgust at the actions of this failed Labor government. 

It was reported to the Weller review, when the iconic panels were only in their early stages of
operation, that panel members became aware that the level of knowledge and backup by the relevant
department was extremely limited. It was also noted that the intent was not supported by well-written
legislation. In fact, I recall that this government had to call on the officers of the then Noosa Shire Council
to help with the wording of the legislation. The resulting inadequacy of the final legislation added to the
dreaded red tape. In turn, this sought to confuse the planning processes for local governments involved
and also for panel members who were seeking to ensure the intent of the legislation and that the
characteristics of those iconic areas were upheld. 

Further, it was noted that the level of departmental support was limited. Project officers appointed to
each panel were doing a great job, but they needed to have the support behind them to assist in
completing their work in a timely fashion. It was clear that a number of the process issues had not been
well thought through, particularly the cumbersome way in which consideration by the panels took place
where they considered every application, wasting valuable time and resources, rather than considering
only the exceptions. 

This was a disingenuous process designed from the outset to fail. The legislation brought into this
place now by the architect of that failure, the former minister for local government and now Treasurer, is
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the next stage in this evil plan. The now Treasurer has the blood of those 157 councils, shrunk to just 73,
on his hands. His great reform left 38, according to then Premier Beattie, ultimately unsustainable councils
remaining. It was he who said in a forum in Noosa—

If I had 157 local councils like Noosa there would be no need for local government reform. 

It was he who oversaw the financial weakening of local government by the theft of water and
sewerage assets which had given them greater financial viability when he had promised stronger councils
from his reform. 

And so, the next stage of the plan is not to kill off the iconic panels just yet as this bill provides for a
new, temporary advisory role for the iconic place panels and absorbs the policy for ongoing protection of
declared iconic places into the Sustainable Planning Act. The folly of this plan is that the ability for local
people to impact local decision making is now completely remote. For my electorate of Noosa—a declared
iconic place along with the former Douglas shire—the ability to influence decisions about our whole
environment has been stolen by this Bligh Labor government and the only shred of official protection has
now been taken out of Noosa and has been moved into George Street. 

Until Can-do Campbell Newman is elected and he leads the road back to a fully, truly local
government for Noosa—which I am pleased to say he has come out and promised last Friday in the Noosa
News—I will continue to lead the greater Noosa community in partnership with the Noosa Independence
Alliance, a partnership of community groups, in our fight to form our own local authority. In short, the iconic
places assessment panels were ill-conceived, with little or no forethought. Their passing will be mourned
by no-one, just as the passing of this failed Labor government and this failed Labor Treasurer will be
mourned by no-one, either. 
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