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Hansard Tuesday, 8 March 2011

Speech by

Glen Elmes

MEMBER FOR NOOSA

CYCLONE SUMMITS

Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (12.11 pm): Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. On the Thursday of the last
siting week I asked a question without notice to the Minister for Emergency Services with regard to cyclone
summits and the fact that they had apparently disappeared off the agenda in Queensland. During the
course of his reply he referred, as did the Premier, to the sneaky little plan that they had in terms of these
cyclone summits. I thought I would go back further to see where this idea came from, and they were set up
as a result of a promise by Peter Beattie in 2006 following Cyclone Larry. He promised that there would be
a cyclone summit every year from then on, and there certainly was in 2006, 2007 and 2008. However, after
2008 they disappeared.

As the minister pointed out in his reply to me, $50,000 was given to the LGAQ to carry them on. The
promise was that there would be a cyclone summit, and in 2006 it was the ‘Cyclone Summit: Living with
Cyclones, Queensland Prepared’. Peter Beattie at that summit congratulated the 200 delegates and the 30
presenters who had contributed to the success of the cyclone summit. Let us look at what happened in
2009, which was when the sneaky little deal was done with the LGAQ. It decided that it was going to hold
the cyclone summit in Emerald. I am not sure that there have been too many cyclones in Emerald, but I
went through and had a look at the program. I have even gone through and looked at where people stayed
and what they were going to eat and looked at the presenters and what they were going to talk about.
Almost on the back page there was one reference—‘TC Ellie and floods’. I presume that ‘TC Ellie’ means
Tropical Cyclone Ellie.

Mr ROBERTS: I rise to a point of order. Queensland’s disaster management system is based on an
all-hazards approach which includes cyclones, floods and storms.

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no point of order. I call the member for Noosa.

Mr ELMES: ‘TC Ellie and floods’ is the sole reference to cyclones in the program for 2009. In 2010
the LGAQ decided that it would move to Home Hill. At least in Home Hill there is the odd cyclone from time
to time, but I cannot find the word ‘cyclone’ appearing in the program for Home Hill at all. This government
was required to pay over $50,000 to the LGAQ to wash its hands, Pontius Pilate like, of its responsibility so
far as informing and protecting the people of Queensland about the threat to our state from cyclones. 
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