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Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (2.31 pm): I rise to extend condolences on my own behalf and on behalf

of every single person living in the electorate of Noosa to those Queenslanders who have lost loved ones
as a result of the floods and cyclones which have affected Queensland in this terrible past few weeks. All of
us in Noosa, indeed all of us on the Sunshine Coast, simply count our blessings as having been largely
spared from the effects of these extreme weather events. Yes, there has been some minor flooding and
some wind damage, but it is inconsequential in the scheme of things. We have been fortunate and we
know how fortunate we have been and we give thanks for that good fortune. 

I am, at the same time, proud of the members of my community who have extended even their
widely respected great capacity to give of themselves in the service of others. They have raised tens of
thousands of dollars and gifted countless items to replace clothing and household items lost to flood and to
wind. They have started, albeit in a small way, the long process of recovery for the victims which will be a
long, slow, painful process. 

Before I came into this place my career was in commercial radio and wholly in Queensland. It is from
this perspective that I have seen over the years on a firsthand basis the impact of floods. While Brisbane
was suffering the terrible effects of the floods of 1974, I was based in Mount Isa where it and the rest of the
great north-west was being flooded. A couple of years later it was Warwick being flooded. In 1981 it was
Dalby. A couple of years after that it was Emerald experiencing, by comparison to these recent events,
minor flooding. 

For many years I was associated with radio stations in Gympie and Noosa and saw a number of
floods come and go in Gympie, particularly the dreadful 1999 event where the Mary River reached 21.95
metres. For most of these events I was on-air reporting and bringing the news to the rest of the community.
But in Warwick and Dalby I, with many of my colleagues, were on the ground, part of the community force,
cleaning up in the aftermath. The smell, the slime, the broken dreams and the destroyed lives I will never
forget. 

This very personal reflection is a preamble to the conclusion that I had reached. That conclusion
was that genuinely I thought I had seen it all before. Nothing could possibly prepare one for what has
affected this state since December 2010. Who could have imagined that a flood of any description could
occur in Toowoomba—on top of the Great Dividing Range? We have all seen the TV footage of what took
place there. But not even Hollywood could have envisaged, could have created with all the digital
technology at its disposal, images which we have watched open-mouthed in horror and in tears. We are
probably fortunate that footage is not readily available of the worst events—those in the Lockyer Valley;
communities where the lives of decent Queenslanders have been so tragically and prematurely lost. 

I had the opportunity to travel to flood affected St George with my leader, John-Paul Langbroek,
where, with the member for Warrego, Howard Hobbs, we spoke to a great many locals who were hastily
preparing for the river to peak, which it did later that night at 13. 2 metres. As is the case in many areas, a
flood is not unusual. But the degree of preparedness which this local council and the community achieved
was outstanding. The existing levy system and the temporary levies are outstanding examples of local
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communities under strong leadership moving to protect themselves from the consequences of the will of
Mother Nature. 

The flooding in Central Queensland, the south-west, the Darling Downs and the Lockyer Valley and
then in Ipswich and in Brisbane was breathtaking in its scope, the destruction of infrastructure and the loss
of life. But then monster Cyclone Yasi appeared, which in a different way attacked without mercy that part
of our state so far spared from the ravages of flood. 

In Far North Queensland, again with the Leader of the Opposition, I travelled extensively within the
electorate of Hinchinbrook. My colleague Andrew Cripps, as members know, spoke very movingly
yesterday during the condolence motion in this House. 

Floods normally leave structures relatively intact. That did not occur on this occasion, as we have
seen. The evidence of violence visited upon these little communities was everywhere: stumps where a
home once stood, banana crops severed uniformly a metre above the ground, cane fields bowed,
mutilated and twisted. Who will ever forget the site of the Hinchinbrook marina with millions of dollars worth
of water craft stacked higgledy-piggledy? 

Queensland has experienced cyclones Tasha, Anthony and Yasi, floods of Noah proportions across
70 per cent of a vast state and reflooding of many local areas—in the case of Dalby, five times—and storm
surges. Toowoomba fell victim to an inland tsunami. In the graphic words of Police Commissioner
Atkinson, ‘It seems we have experienced a series of one in 100-year events almost simultaneously.’
Certainly the areas around Cardwell have seen Cyclone Larry in 2006 and Cyclone Yasi only a few years
later. Those people must be asking themselves why and how. 

How do older residents start again? Small businesses have been devastated. My wife’s parents
have a business in Emerald which suffered losses in excess of $100,000 but whose pain would have been
so much worse without the selfless generosity of strangers who simply came in and helped them prepare
and clean up. Can I say to members in the House that if anyone is looking for a sewing machine, the Peter
Taylor Sewing Centre is open for business. 

From where do young families who have lost everything but the mortgage get the courage to rebuild
their lives? From where do they get the courage to get up, dust themselves off and start all over again? 

We have been very fortunate to have seen some great leadership on display during this
heartbreaking summer to date. It is from strong leadership that those who have been so adversely affected
maintain their spirit. We have seen and paid tribute to the Premier and to the Lord Mayor of Brisbane who
have been at the forefront. I also want to thank the Leader of the Opposition who has crisscrossed the
state, too often unseen, and lent support in a very personal way to so many victims. 

It is visits such as his and those by Governor-General Quentin Bryce and Governor Penelope
Wensley and other high-profile community leaders which give comfort to those who have suffered loss. For
those victims not to feel forgotten and abandoned it is imperative that these visits to comfort and support
do not stop any time soon, and certainly not before the job is done. 

I take this opportunity to pay a very special tribute to the member for Lockyer, Ian Rickuss, and his
wife, Ann, for their leadership and tireless work within their community, arguably the most adversely
affected of all. As the shadow minister for police and emergency services, I offer my heartfelt thanks to
police, firefighters and Queensland Ambulance Service personnel who have given so much. The Defence
Force personnel and the interstate contingents, both professional and volunteers, including those police
who became special constables, have my personal gratitude.

Queensland could not function without its volunteers, the SES, the rural firefighters and the other
support agencies which have done so much for so many. I particularly recall the lift that the Red Cross
gave when they arrived in Tully. They were there under the leadership of Greg Goebel and performed an
absolutely vital service, while Volunteering Queensland and of course the Salvation Army rose to the
occasion as we expect from such fine organisations. 

It would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the contribution of the Minister for Police, Corrective
Services and Emergency Services, the Hon. Neil Roberts, who went about his duty in a calm, reassuring
and professional manner. I also acknowledge David Smith from the minister’s office who ensured that I, as
the shadow minister, and local members from affected areas were kept completely up to date. 

We should also acknowledge the preplanning which is not on display in normal times but which
becomes so evident in times like we have just witnessed. Clearly, the rapid response by our emergency
services indicates that they have been diligent and coordinated in preparing to meet the challenges which
this wide brown land of sweeping plains, of drought and flooding rains can present. Members from
electorates which have been affected have rightly praised their local heroes. I would just like to add that,
for me, Jordan Rice is the epitome of a selfless hero. What a man in a boy’s body.

While the immediate danger has passed for the time being, the effects of these tragedies will
continue for a long time. Those people in the Lockyer who struggle to survive day to day have not had time
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to grieve. Grieving is an essential human emotion. It is essential that those individuals, families and
communities which suffered so much do have time—preferably sooner rather than later—to grieve
properly and fully. They will need to know that we support them while they meet that raw need. 

Many of those children who heard Yasi coming, experienced the calm of the eye and then heard the
coming of the other side of the cyclone will be fearful for many years to come at the sound of modest wind
or a coming storm. We can rebuild the houses, the offices, the schools, the roads, the railways, the airports
and the marinas. We can reconnect the electricity and resupply fresh water. What we cannot replenish
easily is the faith and trust that children have in the safety of their own home. Children should be able to go
home and feel safe when they can go nowhere else.

In coming days we will be learning the lessons from what we have experienced in Queensland. We
will be looking at insurance at the state level and at a personal and domestic level. We will be looking at
public infrastructure and what we might do, as an example, to floodproof the Bruce Highway. We will be
looking at dam management and what more can be done to simultaneously provide drinking water and
mitigate against flooding, balancing both aims. We will be looking at planning decisions to protect homes
and businesses from flooding. We will be looking at building standards to protect our built environment
from destruction. And we will be looking for synergies in public buildings to act as refuges when all else
fails. In short, we in this place will be the front line of ensuring that children feel safe in their own homes in
the future and that the lessons of these tragedies and this adversity are not lost. That must be our
overriding priority. 
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