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Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (9.00 pm): I rise to express my dismay, and that of my Sunshine Coast
colleagues, at the callous disregard shown to our residents by the Bligh Labor government over Caloundra
South. It seems to all of us who love where we live that this Bligh Labor government sees no value in our
distinct points of difference and wants to harmonise into oblivion every difference, every distinction, that
makes where we live so special to us. 

The now Treasurer promised as then minister for local government that his forced
council amalgamations, perpetrated against the will of the electors of Queensland, would deliver stronger
councils. The Sunshine Coast Regional Council—the fourth largest in Australia—was made so strong by
this process that it had to engage a lobbyist to access the Bligh Labor government. The now Treasurer
obviously passed his jackboots on to the Minister for Infrastructure and Planning to ride roughshod over
the supposedly stronger council as he calls in the Caloundra South development by designating it an
urban development area and turning loose the feared Urban Land Development Authority, the nemesis of
local planning, challenging it to match its work on the adjacent Bellvista 2 site. 

 The ULDA is the body that should be used by a responsible government to manage the transition
and development of government owned land into residential accommodation. It is most inappropriate—
indeed, an abuse of power—to use this body in the way in which the Bligh Labor government proposes in
these cases. But inappropriate behaviour is something to which we have all become accustomed, as this
Labor government lurches along, about to witness an exodus from its cabinet of New South Wales
proportions. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, could I advise, in order to let the rest of my colleagues have a few moments,
that I showed my speech to the Speaker this morning and he gave me approval to have the rest of my
speech incorporated in the Record of Proceedings. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Wendt): Order! If that is the case, yes, you can incorporate. 
Leave granted.

Mr Deputy Speaker, I have raised my environmental concerns for Moreton Bay, Bribie Island and the Pumicestone Passage on
numerous occasions both in this place and with the affected communities. Just when I think the voice of reason might be heard,
another voice further up the food-chain within this Government yells louder on behalf of its developer mates who fill the Labor Party
coffers with funds at election time, to a level that their “donations” exceed those of the traditional trade union support base. The
developers now have more influence with Labor than do the trade unions who founded the Party. And what is the outcome from this
latest environmental betrayal? It is that the environmental credentials of the Bligh Labor Government are once again put to the sword.
They are exposed as a fraud and a con on the caring electorate at large and to the immense displeasure of the green lobby which has
invested so much money, time and effort in a government which simply cannot be trusted. This is now a Government that cannot be
trusted by anyone not even its own Minister for Climate Change and Sustainability, regarded simply as dispensable and trampled in
the rush to the Trough of Plenty.

Mr Deputy Speaker, the northern end of Bribie Island, both on the seaward side and on the shore side, is suffering from a very
obvious and very severe case of erosion. My colleague, the Member for Caloundra, and I have visited the area on a number of
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occasions. I have used the lead light for the Port of Brisbane shipping, which is located on the island, as a barometer, as a benchmark
on my successive visits by which to measure the progress of this degradation, so far unchallenged by any government response.
There are now at least four places where the ocean has washed across the Island but still this Labor Government sits on its hands
and does nothing.

Mr Deputy Speaker, when, not ... IF ..., the northern tip of Bribie Island finally breaks up and washes away, the “sea-wall” protection
effect of the Island will be lost forever and the erosion pressures around Golden Beach will become acute.

Mr Deputy Speaker, the Healthy Waterways Report has been released only recently. The Pumicestone Passage suffered a dramatic
decline in its rating in this Report compared to the previous—it now rates a D. The independent Sunshine Coast Environment Council
expects that rating to decline again next year, down to an F. The scale doesn’t go any lower—yet!

Mr Deputy Speaker, this appalling outcome is before a single foundation is laid for any home in the 3,700 hectare, greenfields,
Caloundra South development, before the effluent from even a single building site finds its way into the Passage as it inevitably will
via Bell’s Creek, the main watercourse draining Caloundra South and a major waterway into the Pumicestone Passage. Caloundra
South is also known as Caloundra Downs and it will be all “downs hill” if proper environmental processes are not respected and made
integral in this development.

The developer, Stockland, proposes to use the urban stormwater management model at Caloundra South which is in use at its
nearby Bellvista development. The technology in play here is known as “raingardens” which uses native plants throughout the estate
to trap and filter sediments, oils, metals and litter in stormwater before discharging into Lamerough Creek which drains into the
Passage. “Raingardens” is, in effect, a series of successive settlement ponds. Stockland believes but has not proven that
“raingardens” technology reduces total suspended solids in urban runoff by 80 percent, phosphorous by 60 percent and nitrogen by
45 percent. It’s the other side of the coin that makes interesting reading in that 20 percent of all suspended solids in stormwater from
the estate, 40 percent of all waste phosphorous generated by the estate and 55 percent of all waste nitrogen generated by the estate
... WILL AS A MINIMUM ... inevitably be discharged into Pumicestone Passage.

Mr Deputy Speaker, there will be 52,000 people inhabiting Caloundra South in some 23,750 dwellings. Many of these residents will
be recreational fishers and boaties. Launching into and recovering the many boats from the Pumicestone Passage will, inevitably,
lead to more of the erosion to which I referred earlier. The frequency of launching and recovery will be a telling factor in how bad the
scourge scours the coastline.

And what else will these additional boats do, Mr Deputy Speaker? They will increase the incidence of propeller and boat strike on the
dugong, turtles and other marine life native to the region. 

And what else will these additional boats cause, Mr Deputy Speaker? They will enable the fishing to extinction of fish in the Passage
unless strict environmental controls, so far absent, are placed on recreational fishers. Of course, it is always possible that fish living in
a habitat with a rating worse than an F won’t exactly be seen as something worthwhile to put on a family’s dinner plate.

Mr Deputy Speaker, another great risk is to the mangroves in the Passage and in Moreton Bay for these are the feeding and breeding
grounds for fish stock, a key link in the environmental chain producing and sustaining a healthy waterway.

Mr Deputy Speaker, the greatest risk of all is to Moreton Bay and it is here that the folly of this Bligh Labor Government’s policy is on
starkest display. For, on one hand, we have Green Zones in Moreton Bay to protect and enhance marine life. But on the other hand,
we have the Pumicestone Passage at its northern end being degraded as we speak with that degradation to be fast-tracked
simultaneously with the fast-tracking of Stocklands’ Caloundra South and Bellvista 2 developments.

Mr Deputy Speaker, the most productive contribution that the studiously ignored Minister for Climate Change and Sustainability could
take would be to revise the scale for the measurement of the health of waterways beyond F perhaps down to K for Kate and give us
another 6 rungs of the ladder to go down. If she continues to have such little influence as champion for the environment within the
Bligh Labor Government perhaps she might have the courage to give the genuine environmentalists a tool to measure how bad it can
get under Labor. 
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