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Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (4.33 pm): I rise to speak to the Water and Other Legislation Amendment

Bill 2010 and I will confine my remarks to that aspect of the bill that deals with the provision of water in
South-East Queensland. I particularly want to do that, as do a lot of other members who represent areas in
South-East Queensland, because I am acutely aware of the price increases in water that are being passed
on to my constituents, both to those who can afford it and to those battlers out there who cannot afford it. It
is on behalf of those people in particular that we are here to speak. 

The huge price increases in water this year are just the tip of the iceberg, with the price of bulk water
under the Bligh Labor government set to rise by the following amounts—and these are very important
figures—$673 per megalitre in 2009 to $2,700 per megalitre by 2017. Can I say that in my particular case
in the first of the bills that came in from Unitywater we uncovered huge price increases in bulk water
supplies. As we speak Unitywater, and the other water retailers, I suspect, are going through their areas of
responsibility—and certainly they are doing this on the Sunshine Coast—and are again reading the
meters. The water bills are going to come out in January, just as people are getting their bankcard bill for
Christmas. All of a sudden we are going to have these enormous water bills because there is going to be
another great increase in the price of water. That bill is going to land in people’s letterboxes in January
when they cannot afford it. In six months time the water bill will go up again, and again, and again until we
get to 2017. 

The source of this relentless price increase is very clear. The sole cause of these increases in water
bills is this Bligh Labor government. What does this very mean Labor government—allegedly the champion
of the battler—expect the final price of a litre of water to the home to be? Is the Labor government trying to
price pensioners and the less fortunate out of consuming water altogether? Will we reach a stage in
Queensland where a wealthy man will be buying water to wash his latest Ferrari or two that would
otherwise quench the thirst of a baby of a single unsupported mother? Is that an example of the market at
work? 

The explanatory notes to the bill set out on page 8 how the policy objectives will be achieved. There
is no practical change to the consumer. The notes claim the following—
... together provide key additional customer protection provisions. 

That is a very hollow claim. As I read the amendments proposed, I see that the long-suffering
customers will be provided with information that is designed to enrage for, rather than protecting customers
from relentless price increases, this bill will simply enable customers to be notified of water and waste
water prices and charges and the reasons for any increases. What on earth is the use of that? 

Further, clause 102 of the bill amends section 170ZC of the Queensland Competition Authority Act
1997. It provides a power to issue a water pricing determination. Does the government intend this authority
to hold down water prices? Or, more likely, is it the government’s intention to have another infamous
independent umpire, which this Labor government is so keen to trumpet on occasion, that will simply justify
any outrageous increase? Will this process simply mirror what occurs with electricity regulation, where
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there is no genuine price competition and where prices have risen 54 per cent in only three years, with
each increment being justified by the government’s independent umpire? 

I note in the explanatory notes that the Customer Water and Wastewater Code will be developed in
late 2010. I am wondering how late in 2010 can we get. This is the last sitting week of the parliament.
Although this code will apply only in South-East Queensland—because it is the only area affected by the
so-called water reforms inflicted by this Labor government—so far it is the only area needing protection
from Labor water reform. But of what practical benefit will this code be to consumers? This code, which is
yet to see the light of day, will entangle people in a dispute resolution process from 1 January 2011. 

For months now the Bligh Labor government has been yelling that it has no responsibility for any
increased charges or rates that have arisen from its reforms. At the weekend the Premier let the cat out of
the bag. The Bligh Labor government is now considering mothballing parts of the water grid,
decommissioning the Tugun desalination plant and sacking public servants in the water bureaucracy.
Those proposals are to save money and to reduce the water bills for the long-suffering community, which
the Premier and her ministers and her minders have been telling us for months that they have no
responsibility for. As they say, that is the fault of those very naughty councils. 

The truth is that the Bligh Labor government has been consciously enabling, facilitating and
colluding in the gouging of its constituents as a direct consequence of its own incompetence, having gone
bust in a boom, and now it is only just starting to face up to its responsibility for the massive increases in
utility charges, particularly in the south-east corner of the state. 

In my electorate of Noosa, Unitywater has been turned loose by the Labor government without any
capacity for compassion. No sporting club, no community group, no shared-living facility will escape its
grasp. And the regional council will be sorely tempted to follow suit with a new rating regime under the
Land Valuation Act put through the House only a couple of months ago and amended by this omnibus bill
before the House today. The carrot of yet another new vehicle by which to tax its ratepayers and reduce its
$184 million mountain of debt will be too tempting under this compassion-free legislation. It has the need to
balance its books and meet increasing community expectations and cope with increasing population and
its infrastructure needs. 

There will be segments of my community that will be very adversely affected if this blind
methodology is allowed to become the norm and to impact without amelioration. This empowering piece of
legislation is, I know, blind legislation but I am not blind to what the consequences will be in accordance
with the plan this Labor government has devised. 
File name: elme2010_11_24_110.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Water and Other Legislation Amendment Bill
	Mr ELMES (Noosa-LNP) (4.33 pm): I rise to speak to the Water and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2010 and I will confine my rem...
	The huge price increases in water this year are just the tip of the iceberg, with the price of bulk water under the Bligh Labor ...
	The source of this relentless price increase is very clear. The sole cause of these increases in water bills is this Bligh Labor...
	The explanatory notes to the bill set out on page 8 how the policy objectives will be achieved. There is no practical change to the consumer. The notes claim the following-
	... together provide key additional customer protection provisions.

	That is a very hollow claim. As I read the amendments proposed, I see that the long-suffering customers will be provided with in...
	Further, clause 102 of the bill amends section 170ZC of the Queensland Competition Authority Act 1997. It provides a power to is...
	I note in the explanatory notes that the Customer Water and Wastewater Code will be developed in late 2010. I am wondering how l...
	For months now the Bligh Labor government has been yelling that it has no responsibility for any increased charges or rates that...
	The truth is that the Bligh Labor government has been consciously enabling, facilitating and colluding in the gouging of its con...
	In my electorate of Noosa, Unitywater has been turned loose by the Labor government without any capacity for compassion. No spor...
	There will be segments of my community that will be very adversely affected if this blind methodology is allowed to become the n...


