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Hansard Wednesday, 27 October 2010

Speech by

Glen Elmes

MEMBER FOR NOOSA

NORTH STRADBROKE ISLAND
Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (11.44 am): I rise this morning to add further weight to the lack of

accountability and financial mismanagement by this tired Labor government. On 15 September I asked the
Premier a question on notice following the delivery into my letterbox in Noosa of a glossy brochure,
together with a letter signed by the Premier, concerning the future of North Stradbroke Island. No doubt the
Premier will say that this letter and brochure is an information piece and cite that as the reason for the
distribution. If government plans on the future of the island were being sent to the 2,500 island residents
and perhaps the rest of Redland City I would probably have to agree. However, the 1,071,000 brochures,
costing nearly $145,000 to produce, also went to residents in the areas of Brisbane City Council, the Gold
Coast, Moreton Bay, Ipswich, Sunshine Coast and Logan. In addition, the government spent nearly
$99,000 distributing the brochure throughout those local authority areas I have just mentioned.

The future of North Stradbroke Island is far from settled. The debate is far from over. This is blatant
political advertising, pure and simple. It is not about North Stradbroke Island. It is not about the residents of
North Stradbroke Island and the fears that they hold for the future of their community. This is $244,000
worth of pre-election advertising directed at green preferences. It is a pity the government did not use
some of the money to inform local residents about the future of their jobs, the future of the school and local
businesses, and the frequency of ferry services. The rest of South-East Queensland would have been
pleased to find out about the rapid decline in government spending on the environment and Labor’s
inability to even manage its national parks. Heaven help North Stradbroke Island if the management
practices on Fraser Island and other national parks are ever repeated on North Straddie! 
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