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Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (4.32 pm): I rise to make my contribution to the deliberations of
Estimates Committee G. I feel that I can now speak with more authority about the estimates committee
process, having had a second experience a couple of weeks ago. The red chamber is a wonderful
venue—cloaked in tradition, a monument to outstanding historical architecture and maintained to the
highest standard. I wonder, though, what the ghosts of former members of the Legislative Council would
make of democracy Queensland style in 2010. Having viewed the estimates process, I think I am fairly
safe in suggesting that even those Labor members who voted themselves and the Legislative Council out
of existence in 1922 may have changed their vote.

I want to place on record my thanks to the chair of Estimates Committee G, the member for
Townsville, Amanda Johnstone, who set a friendly tone for the hearing and who was most helpful, fair and
supportive in managing its parliamentarians’ conduct. To the parliamentary staff who assisted the
committee so diligently and effectively, many thanks. We are extremely fortunate to receive unstinting
support from each staff member in whatever role they play in this place. I am very thankful for the
assistance of James Martin from the opposition office and Sam Scanlon from my own office. The three of
us opposed the minister, a director-general, deputy directors-general and around 30 staff, which just adds
to the old adage ‘one member from the LNP is worth 10 from Labor any day’.

Estimates is a great opportunity, but it goes begging. It is a process which could and should be
vastly improved. First, this year’s budget papers for the department I shadow have been set out to disguise
Labor’s abysmal record as much as possible. They highlight that this Labor government is terrified of any
measurement of performance. All performance measures have been removed so there is no chance of
identifying continuous improvement at any level. I do not understand why this government is so continually
afraid of any sensible improvement process.

Second, answers to questions on notice should be provided in a timely fashion. Third, the minister
should be required to answer questions on notice. On too many occasions answers bear no resemblance
or relevance to the question asked. Fourth, compared to the government, the opposition shadows are
woefully underresourced. Perhaps now might be a good time for Labor to consider this prior to seeking
help from the incoming LNP government. Fifth, dorothy dixers from government members should be done
away with. They do absolutely nothing but take up time. Finally, it is a testament to the priority that this
Labor government places on the environment that it is allotted the very last session at the estimates
hearing on the very last day of the entire hearings schedule. I wonder if this could be an attempt to hide its
shameful environmental record from the scrutiny of the media. 

While there were many questions that I did not have sufficient time to ask, there were a couple of
policy areas from the hearing that should be highlighted. One relates to the issue of the illegal trade in
dugong and turtle meat in Far North Queensland. Every man and his faithful companion is aware that the
flight from Horn Island to the mainland often brings in eskies full of dugong and turtle meat which is then
delivered around Cairns or onsold for up to $150 per kilo. There has not been one press release, not one
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radio interview, not one statement in the parliament by any Labor member north of Townsville. Every
person in North Queensland is aware of the inhumane treatment of these animals, and the minister’s
response at estimates suggests that I should turn into some sort of investigator and do the minister’s job
for her. 

During the hearing the minister decided to release the interim report stage 1 of the Fraser Island
Dingo Population Study dated July 2010. On page 11 of the report seven references are given. They were
published between 1990 and 2008. The other contributors are all employees of the Queensland Parks and
Wildlife Service. There is one exception—photos in this report show extremely healthy dingoes, some
looking for food on the beach, others frolicking in the surf, still another racing up the beach with a fish in its
mouth. If only it were true. Dingoes engaging in those activities on the beach in daylight on Fraser Island
today would be hazed—that is, shot with a clay marble out of a slingshot by some of the very rangers who
have helped compile the report. This ‘report’ ignores completely any notion of balance. Where are the
contributions from locals on Fraser Island, the people of Hervey Bay and local Indigenous people? Just the
same, I look forward to estimates in 2011. 
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