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Hansard Friday, 11 June 2010

Speech by

Glen Elmes

MEMBER FOR NOOSA

HENDRA VIRUS

Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (7.42 pm): On the Thursday of the last sitting week I received a call late
in the afternoon from the Premier advising that Hendra virus had been discovered in my electorate at
Tewantin. Coincidentally, the mayor of the Sunshine Coast was at Parliament House at the time and within
an hour the Premier’s department had arranged a complete briefing on the situation. I would like to record
my thanks to the Premier and her officials, health personnel and Queensland’s Chief Veterinary Officer,
Dr Ron Glanville, for the speedy and accurate briefing. 

Flying foxes play an important role in our environment. However, increasingly, due to the loss of their
habitat and the encroachment of humans into what remains of it, a serious health issue has arisen, not
only via the spread through horses of the Hendra virus but also as a result of large flying fox colonies living
over or around residential communities.

We have seen attempts to relocate the flying fox colony at North Eton near Mackay and ongoing
efforts by the community of Charters Towers to get a similar approval in place. These residents have had to
wait years trying to bring their plight to the attention of state authorities. LNP members, particularly the
member for Dalrymple, including myself, have raised these concerns time and time again.

Since the Hendra virus outbreak at Tewantin, governments have combined to spend $600,000 to
perfect a vaccine which will not be available for at least another five years. As a result, there is little doubt
that there will be further outbreaks of Hendra virus and more communities subjected to the filth, stench and
other health problems caused by roosting bats living too close to humans.

In the recent Sunshine Coast experience, a member of this House called for the culling of flying
foxes. Others here already hold that view; I do not. The current move-on methods of fog, loud noise and
bright lights are only marginally effective, but there are companies who have developed other methods
including radar applications for around farms and others which prevent bats flying into wind turbines used
for power generation. Ultrasonic devices have also been developed.

The government is failing in its duty of care to Queenslanders if it does not protect its citizens from
the health dangers of large colonies of flying foxes living in close proximity to humans. It seems that, if it
happens in Charters Towers or North Eton, it is okay. If similar numbers of bats moved into West End or
Mount Coot-tha or Lytton or Ashgrove, I wonder how long it would be before action was taken.

The government must research what methods are available to safeguard the health of humans and
that of flying fox populations. Not to act risks the intervention of some who will attempt to cull flying foxes
which will result in closer contact between these mammals and humans, and that is a health risk we cannot
afford to have. 
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