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Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (6.06 pm): This is a debate that we should not have to have. This is an

environmental disaster that we should not be having. Let me say at the outset, though, that I would like to
compliment the work of Patrick Quirk and his team in preventing something that could have been much
worse than it has been for our state. Every Queenslander who loves the Great Barrier Reef owes them a
great deal of gratitude. 

As I said, we should not be having this environmental disaster. Why? Because this Labor
government has failed to invest in essential infrastructure to meet the needs of the resources boom. It has
not expanded the ports facilities to cope with the demand for the coal industry. It has not planned for the
huge expansion of the LNG industry. It is all very well to be squandering hundreds of millions of dollars
from coal royalties supplemented by billions of dollars of debt for future generations to pay off on policy
infrastructure failures like the water grid and the Traveston Crossing Dam at the expense of port and rail
infrastructure in Central Queensland.

This failure of port infrastructure leads to ships parked at sea waiting for their turn to export our
mineral resources. Increasingly, some of these ships rat-run the now infamous short cut to offset the losses
incurred from wait time. It is a short cut through the pristine waters of the eighth wonder of the world, our
Great Barrier Reef. The disaster which is the Shen Neng 1 is the direct result of this Labor government’s
turning a blind eye to the practice of shortcutting, which has exploded in the last 18 months, while this tired
state Labor government and its federal counterparts were asleep at the wheel. It cannot be attributed, as
I am sure some of those opposite would seek to do, to any previous coalition government. It is a policy
failure which rests on the shoulders of Labor and no-one else.

The response to date has seen the Premier propose a fivefold increase in penalties. Why? She did
not want to be outbid by the honourable Greg Hunt, who earlier proposed the quadrupling of fines, and that
is as it should be. In relative terms this minor disaster is the worst in the reef’s history according to
Dr David Wachenfeld. Thirty years will pass before we see the effects of the antifouling paint which has
now smeared from what was a scar 30 metres wide and 100 metres long for a further three kilometres. If,
as we suspect, it contains heavy minerals, enormous amounts of coral will have to be removed.

When it comes to the environment, this Labor government can be summed up in two words—‘spin’
and ‘squander’. There can be no greater example of this than the Courier-Mail report today which
highlighted that the Bligh government has consistently described the grounding of the Shen Neng 1 as
being 70 kilometres east of Great Keppel Island when it would have been more accurate to describe it as
being just 15 kilometres from North West Island, which is the home to shearwater and turtle-nesting
rookeries.

The front line of our fight to save this environment has come down to campers who discovered
smears and globules of oil over about one kilometre of the formerly pristine beach which is about 40 per
cent of its coastline. This Labor government’s environmental credentials are now exposed by this disaster
as is its lack of commitment to the people of Queensland. The Environmental Protection Agency’s capital
budget—
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Ms Jones interjected.
Mr ELMES: You should listen to this. The Environmental Protection Agency’s capital budget has

decreased from $55.671 million in 2007-08 to $33.022 million for 2009-10. Some $22 million has been
sucked out of an already modest budget. This compounds the ongoing real lack of commitment to the
environment. 

Electronic monitoring of vessels must be put into place for the whole of the Great Barrier Reef as a
matter of extreme urgency. We do not want an Exxon Valdez occurring in Queensland. As a suggestion,
which I hope is taken seriously, I call on all the maritime unions in Queensland ports to refuse to service
any ships that can be proven to have rat-run through our Great Barrier Reef. 

Just as this government was not prepared for the Pacific Adventurer this Labor government has
shown through its lack of planning and foresight that it lacks the ability to protect the Great Barrier Reef. In
a debate on the reef in this place recently the government accused the LNP of failing to protect our
greatest environmental asset. Well, the truth is now told: a three-kilometre scar and the oil on North West
Island proves just who are the environmental vandals. 
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