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Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (12.02 pm): I rise today on a matter of great public importance to
Queenslanders who are revolted by cruelty to and mistreatment of animals. I invite members with laptops
in the House today to go to my website—www.glenelmes.com.au—and look at the link about dugongs and
turtles to see why I have brought these graphic scenes before the House. This YouTube video taken in
October 2009 shows a turtle on its back, clearly still alive, in the wash and having its flippers cut off. One
can only imagine, as the water turns red with its blood, the agony it is in as it is carved up alive. 

On 9 March I asked the Minister for Climate Change and Sustainability a question on notice as to
how many people her department had charged and/or prosecuted for illegal dugong and turtle fishing in
North Queensland. I also asked about the convictions and penalties by year. The minister responded that
in total there had been 19 reports with no convictions and 12 still under investigation.

What exactly are the four Labor members in Far North Queensland doing with their time? The
members for Cairns, Barron River, Mulgrave and Cook clearly have their earplugs in, the telephones off
the hook and the front doors locked. Do they know about the 5.15 pm daily flight from Horn Island? They
clearly do not know that on many occasions this flight carries eskies full of dugong and turtle meat. The
staff at the Cairns Airport do. They have seen it. They have reported it. A quote from the Cairns Post of 24
March 2010 states—

Aborigines have the right to kill limited turtle and dugong with a permit for ceremonial purposes in recognition of a 40,000 year old
custom.

We on this side of the House agree and would never want to take away from traditional practices by
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander inhabitants. But just as the tinnie with the outboard motor has
replaced the bark canoe, then so, too, can refrigeration replace the barbaric custom as shown on this
video. It can replace the custom of placing hooks through turtle shells and then tying them to a tree in the
shallows and returning periodically to carve more meat off a live animal just to keep the meat fresh. As
RSPCA Chief Inspector Mike Pecic says—

We can’t do this alone. We’re a charity and yet it appears we’re the only organisation that is taking this matter seriously.

A newspaper article in the Cairns Post of 24 March states that Minister Garrett had posted a liaison
officer to work with Indigenous communities to try to stem a practice clearly out of control. However, so
pitiful is the state’s contribution to protection of the environment in Far North Queensland that we have just
one ranger who has responsibility for more than 240,000 hectares of land and 29 kilometres of coastline.
This shows a government clearly more interested in staff pushing policies and spin in the south-east corner
than in direct action in Far North Queensland.

In September 2009 an interview was conducted with the Premier and Ministers Jones and Garrett.
The Premier commented along the lines that she had heard rumours of overfishing and ill-treatment of
dugongs and turtles but no action was planned. I was in Cairns in September last year and the stories
abounded throughout the community. Indeed, one of the issues I addressed on John Mackenzie’s radio
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program was exactly this, yet we have heard nothing from the four Labor members who apparently
represent Far North Queensland.

The LNP supports the rights of traditional owners to hunt traditional food for consumption at the
point of capture for ceremonial purposes. We do not support, and nor does the community, the
transportation in eskies of dugong and turtle meat for consumption by others, be they friends or relatives,
or the commercial black market activities where this meat is sold for $50 a kilo. Regardless of whether you
have lived here for 40,000 years or just five minutes, you are bound by the same rules of human decency
towards animals as anyone else. 

In her answer to me the minister asks what I would do. My response is simple: enforce the laws that
exist now, get staff out of their Brisbane offices and into Far North Queensland, deal fairly with traditional
owners, close down the transport of meat, close down the black market. I really do wonder if any animal in
Queensland is safe from this Labor government, be they dugongs and turtles in Far North Queensland,
dingoes on Fraser Island or koalas in the south-east corner. 
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