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Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (2.57 pm): I rise to make a contribution to the Health Legislation

(Restriction on Use of Cosmetic Surgery for Children and Another Measure) Amendment Bill 2008. First of
all, I congratulate the minister for introducing this legislation into the Queensland parliament. What we are
here to do, and certainly the LNP is supportive of this, is to protect our young people under the age of 18.
Any measure that we can take as a parliament to protect our young people is a very worthwhile thing. The
explanatory notes to the bill refer to some of the cosmetic procedures that are outlawed. The member for
Robina just mentioned some of them—for example, the tummy tuck, eyelid surgery, arm lifts, brow lifts,
liposuction, facelifts, thigh lifts, body lifts, and the list goes on. 

The bill also talks about the use of solariums and some dental procedures, and seeks to roll those
into areas that those under the age of 18 will not be able to access. Of course, there are unfortunate
occasions where children are born with some kind of a deformity or where children are involved in an
accident. What we can do with this legislation is ensure that they have access to professionals to restore
their quality of life, to help make their mental condition and the way that they are going to grow up and
interact with society a damn sight better than what would otherwise be the case. In the case of young
people, some surgery takes place for birth deformities and so forth. This includes surgery for things like
protruding ears, birthmarks or hairy moles, or for young kids who are born with extra toes, extra fingers or
extra skin on the ears. These are some of the things that would be addressed and will continue to be able
to be addressed. 

What we are talking about here is the perception that has developed in society—and it is not just a
recent perception—that young people look at their heroes, if you like, and want to be, act and look exactly
like them. A survey was conducted in a young girls magazine of 4,000 readers who were aged between 11
and 18 years. Of those 4,000 readers, 1,000 said that they would get surgery if they could and 80 said that
they had already undertaken some sort of surgery.

Lots of articles about these things get published in newspapers and magazines, particularly some of
those teen magazines that are around the place, and I want to give some examples of the headlines that
have appeared in these magazines over the past couple of years: ‘The young using plastic for the perfect
look’; ‘Doctor, can you make me look like this?’; ‘Some teens need plastic surgery’; ‘Teenagers maxing out
the plastic for plastic’; ‘The shape of things to come’; ‘Taunted kids turn to surgery’; ‘Teens use surgery for
weight reduction’; and ‘The price of reduction’. Articles like that, and a lot more of that kind, have been
published in Australian newspapers and so forth over the past few years.

We live in a society where image is everything, but then I think we always have. Today we can look
at the internet, modern movies and so forth. Back in the era when I was growing up the television was
black and white, but I still remember the Coca-Cola commercials—and I am sure many people here can
remember those commercials—with the models bouncing beach balls down the beach. We all wanted to
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look like them. Of course, very few of us could—except you, Mr Deputy Speaker, and me perhaps! In an
era prior to that we had cigarette commercials and posters with movie stars lounging around with
cigarettes and so forth. I suspect that since man first walked on the planet our young have wanted to look,
act and be exactly like their heroes.

I take the opportunity to add into the mix, if you like, a couple of other issues. One is the subject of
tattoos and the other is the subject of body piercing. The explanatory notes talk at length about these
procedures that break the skin, and both of these procedures—tattoos and body piercing—do break the
skin. I know that tattoos are only available for people over the age of 18, but if you asked any person under
the age of 18 where you can go to attend one of these businesses that do not ask for proof of age, they
would be able to tell you. So one of the things we need to do is look at how these things are going to be
policed, and I will be interested to hear what sorts of procedures the minister says the government will put
in place to look at the operations of some of these particular places.

In terms of body piercing, you can do just about anything you like if you are between the ages of 13
and 18, except pierce the nipples or the genitals. I would again suggest that for those aged between, say,
13 and 18, body piercing should be a part of this bill. Again, if we look at what the minister has on his lists
and we are able to add some procedures that happen in our society then I think body piercing, particularly
some kinds of body piercing, should be taken into consideration.

We can go all the way through this and continue on, and I would like to look at where this particular
discussion does finish. Do we start talking about male circumcision? If that is not some form of cosmetic
surgery these days then I do not know what is. In days gone by that was done as some sort of health
related procedure, but that is certainly not the case in the overwhelming number of cases today. So there
are areas like that which we can perhaps look at as well, and I would be interested to hear what the
minister has to say about that. I know that I am taking an extreme view, but there are a whole range of
things that fit between what we are talking about in terms of the set-up of the bill and something like male
circumcision.

Today in the Australian an article written by Emma Tom appeared with the headline ‘Only inner
ugliness can survive in the corridors of power’. In this article she talked about what some politicians in
society have done, including the current German Chancellor, who gave short shrift to those who dismissed
her style of dress and appearance but then went away and did something about her hairdo and the way
she presented herself. The article said that the President of Brazil has undergone botox treatments and a
chemical peel while one of his colleagues has had surgery to staple his stomach and remove excess skin,
which is something that really appeals to me, I have to say. The Italian Prime Minister has undergone
similar sorts of procedures.

An honourable member interjected.
Mr ELMES: Absolutely. So even in politics we have the situation where politicians—who at least are

over the age of 18—do get these procedures done. The good thing about the debate today is that if our
young people are watching on the internet at the moment they will be able to look around the parliament
and know that none of the politicians in the Queensland parliament have undergone any form of cosmetic
surgery—and if they had, they should be looking at suing the surgeon involved! So at least in Queensland
we are showing the way.

An honourable member interjected.
Mr ELMES: Yes, good. I again say to the minister that we need to be able to continue to define the

procedures that our young people under the age of 18 should not be allowed to have carried out. We need
to do what we can to try to remove the image build-up that goes on with young people. That will be
exceptionally difficult, but it is something that we should, nevertheless, continue to try to do. As I said at the
outset, I think what the government is trying to do with this legislation is exceptionally worthwhile. I certainly
congratulate the minister for bringing this legislation before the House. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, can I close by saying—and this is away from the subject, but I hope you will
indulge me for about 15 seconds—

An honourable member interjected.
Mr ELMES: No, this is all right. I had occasion to need the assistance of the minister a few weeks

ago for a young bloke in my electorate, and can I say that the minister moved with lightning speed to get
the work done that needed to be done. So I would like to publicly thank him for that. I commend the bill to
the House. 
File name: elme2008_10_30_68.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Health Legislation (Restriction on Use of Cosmetic Surgery for Children and Another Measure) Amendment Bill
	Mr ELMES (Noosa-LNP) (2.57 pm): I rise to make a contribution to the Health Legislation (Restriction on Use of Cosmetic Surgery ...
	The bill also talks about the use of solariums and some dental procedures, and seeks to roll those into areas that those under t...
	What we are talking about here is the perception that has developed in society-and it is not just a recent perception-that young...
	Lots of articles about these things get published in newspapers and magazines, particularly some of those teen magazines that ar...
	We live in a society where image is everything, but then I think we always have. Today we can look at the internet, modern movie...
	I take the opportunity to add into the mix, if you like, a couple of other issues. One is the subject of tattoos and the other i...
	In terms of body piercing, you can do just about anything you like if you are between the ages of 13 and 18, except pierce the n...
	We can go all the way through this and continue on, and I would like to look at where this particular discussion does finish. Do...
	Today in the Australian an article written by Emma Tom appeared with the headline ‘Only inner ugliness can survive in the corrid...
	An honourable member interjected.
	Mr ELMES: Absolutely. So even in politics we have the situation where politicians-who at least are over the age of 18-do get the...
	An honourable member interjected.
	Mr ELMES: Yes, good. I again say to the minister that we need to be able to continue to define the procedures that our young peo...
	Mr Deputy Speaker, can I close by saying-and this is away from the subject, but I hope you will indulge me for about 15 seconds-
	An honourable member interjected.
	Mr ELMES: No, this is all right. I had occasion to need the assistance of the minister a few weeks ago for a young bloke in my e...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


