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Chair’s Foreword 
 

This report details the activities of the Education, Arts and Communities Committee from 
28 November 2024 to 30 June 2025. 

In accordance with section 108 of the Parliament of Queensland Act 2001, this report 
includes a summary of issues considered by the committee, a brief description of 
Ministerial responses to committee recommendations, a statement of revenue and 
spending for the year, and a list of committee meetings and names of members attending 
or absent from each meeting. 

On behalf of the committee, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who 
have contributed to the work of the committee during this reporting period.   

I also thank my fellow committee members for their ongoing dedication and collaborative 
approach and the committee’s secretariat and parliamentary staff for their professional 
support throughout the year. 

 

 

Nigel Hutton MP 

Chair 
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Report in Brief 
The Education, Arts and Communities Committee (committee) was established by the 
Queensland Legislative Assembly on 28 November 2024 as a portfolio committee with 
responsibility for:  

• Education and Arts 

• Women, Women's Economic Security, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Partnerships and Multiculturalism 

• Families, Seniors, Disability Services, Child Safety and Prevention of Domestic 
and Family Violence. 

This report covers the period from 28 November 2024 to 30 June 2025 in the 2024-25 
financial period. In that time, the committee:  

 

examined  

2  
bills  

 

held 

26  
public briefings and private 

and public hearings 

 

conducted 

11  
site visits 

 

The committee’s examination of referred bills included proposals to: 

• reform administrative aspects of the delivery of school education1 

• broaden Queensland’s domestic and family violence response framework.2 
Following its consideration of these bills, the committee recommended that each of them 
be passed. It also made: 

• one recommendation to amend a bill 

• seven recommendations designed to clarify or improve the operation of the 
legislation proposed in the bills. 

All of the committee’s recommendations were accepted or accepted in principle by the 
government. 

In addition to scrutinising legislation, the committee commenced an Inquiry into elder 
abuse in Queensland and considered two Auditor-General reports. 

 
1  Education (General Provisions) Amendment Bill 2025. 
2  Domestic and Family Violence Protection and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2025. 
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On 11 June 2025, the Appropriation Bill 2025 was tabled in Parliament. The committee 
then commenced preparation for its examination of portfolio budget estimates 2025-26. 

The committee’s total expenditure for the reporting period was $396,911. 
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1. Functions of the Committee 

The Education, Arts and Communities Committee is a portfolio committee responsible 
for:  

• Education and Arts 

• Women, Women’s Economic Security, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Partnerships and Multiculturalism 

• Families, Seniors, Disability Services, Child Safety and Prevention of Domestic 
and Family Violence 

 

The committee has a broad range of responsibilities within its portfolio area, as detailed 
in Figure 1 below. These responsibilities are set out in the Parliament of Queensland Act 
2001.3 The committee is also responsible for overseeing the performance of the Family 
Responsibilities Commission, as detailed in Schedule 6 of the Standing Rules and Orders 
of the Legislative Assembly. 

 
Figure 1. Committees have oversight responsibilities for a range of matters within dedicated portfolio areas 

2. Overview of Committee Activities  
During the period 28 November 2024 to 30 June 2025, the committee undertook 
considerable engagement with stakeholders who made submissions to its inquiries. As 
detailed in Table 1, which summarises the activities of the committee during the reporting 
period, the committee heard from 203 witnesses across 5 public briefings, 20 public 
hearings (held in Brisbane and regional Queensland) and 1 private hearing. The evidence 
provided by these witnesses was invaluable, helping the committee to complete its tasks. 

 
3 Parliament of Queensland Act 2001(POQA), ss 92-94. 

Budget Estimates set out in the annual 
Appropriation Bills

Legislation - including proposals for new laws and 
examination of subordinate legislation

Public accounts and public works, including reports 
of the Auditor-General

Any other matter within its portfolio that the 
committee considers appropriate

Any issue referred by the Legislative Assembly, 
regardless of portfolio area
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The committee’s reports tabled during the reporting period are available on the 
committee’s website. Members’ attendance at committee meetings, hearings and briefings 
is set out in Appendix A. 

Table 1. Committee activities undertaken in the reporting period 

Activity Number 
Deliberative meetings 19 

Public briefings 5 

Private briefings 0 

Public hearings – Brisbane 6 

Public hearings – Regional Queensland 14 

Private hearings 1 

Witnesses questioned at private and public briefings and hearings 203 

Inquiry submissions received 229 

Bill inquiries 2 

Pieces of subordinate legislation examined 5 

Forms authorised by legislation considered 0 

Public works inquiries 0 

Public account inquiries  0 

Annual reports of portfolio entities examined 1 

Auditor-General reports examined 2 

Inquiries referred by the Legislative Assembly   1 

Inquiries into other matters (self-referred) 0 

Reports tabled 5 

3. Examination of Budget Estimates 
On 24 June 2025, the Appropriation Bill 2025 was tabled in Parliament. The committee 
then commenced preparations for the examination of the 2025-26 budget estimates for its 
three portfolio areas, which totalled approximately $27.4 billion.4 The estimates process 
was still ongoing at the completion of this reporting period.   

 
4  Appropriation Bill 2025, Schedule 1; Department of Education $20.37 billion, Department of 

Families, Seniors, Disability Services and Child Safety $6.87 billion, Department of Women, 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships and Multiculturalism $181.8 million. 
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4. Bill Inquiries 

When it examines legislation, the committee is responsible for considering:  
• the policy to which it gives effect 

• whether it complies with the basic standards of law, known as fundamental 
legislative principles  

• whether it is compatible with the human rights of people in Queensland; and 

• where relevant, whether subordinate legislation is lawful. 

The committee conducted 2 bill inquiries during the reporting period. As shown in Table 2, 
the committee made a number of recommendations in relation to the bills it considered. 
Government responses to recommendations made by the committee (where provided) 
are noted in the discussions of each inquiry below.5 

Table 2. Bills examined by the committee, 28 November 2024 to 30 June 2025 

Bill Report No. Recommendations 

Education (General Provisions) Amendment Bill 
2025 2 2 

Domestic and Family Violence Protection and 
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2025 5 7 

 

4.1. Education (General Provisions) Amendment Bill 2025 
The Bill proposed to amend the Education (General Provisions) Act 2006 and other 
legislation with amendments to reform administrative aspects of digital learning services, 
the age eligibility of students in home education, P&C Associations administration, student 
eligibility for eKindy, and information sharing between Queensland schools.  The Bill also 
proposed to amend a number of Queensland statutes by making minor and technical 
amendments.  

The committee received and accepted 34 submissions, and held a public briefing and a 
public hearing in Brisbane.  

The committee tabled its Report No.2 on 2 May 2025, with 2 recommendations. In addition 
to recommending that the Bill be passed, the committee made a second recommendation 
in relation to the age eligibility of students in home education. 

As at 30 June 2025, the Bill was on Notice Paper of the Legislative Assembly for second 
reading debate. 

 

 
5  The Government has 3 months to respond to recommendations made by the committee (POQA 

s 107(4)). 
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4.2. Domestic and Family Violence Protection and Other Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2025 

The Bill proposed amendments to the Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act 
2012 (DFVP Act) to improve productivity for operational police officers when responding 
to DFV, provide victim survivors with immediate protections against respondents and 
make other technical amendments to DFV legislation. The Bill also proposed to amend 
the Evidence Act 1977 to expand the video-recorded evidence-in-chief (VREC) 
framework. 

The committee held a public briefing in Brisbane, and public hearings in Mackay, Cairns 
and Brisbane. The committee undertook a study tour to learn of similar DFV response 
frameworks established in Tasmania.  

The committee tabled its Report No.5 on 20 June 2025, making 7 recommendations. In 
addition to recommending that the Bill be passed, the committee recommended reform to 
guidelines and training for police responders, evaluation of the electronic monitoring trial, 
and amendment to the Family Responsibilities Act 2009 to account for reforms to be 
enacted by the Bill.    

As at 30 June 2025, the Bill was on Notice Paper of the Legislative Assembly for second 
reading debate. The Bill was passed, with amendment, on 28 August 2025. 

5. Other Inquiries 
The committee considered an inquiry referred by the Legislative Assembly and two 
Auditor-General reports during the reporting period. 

5.1. Inquiries referred by the Legislative Assembly 

5.1.1. Inquiry into elder abuse in Queensland 
On 10 December 2024 the Legislative Assembly agreed to a motion that the committee 
inquire into and report on Elder Abuse in Queensland, with a reporting date of 12 
December 2025. 

The terms of reference call upon the committee to consider: 

1. The abuse of older people in Queensland (elder abuse), defined as a single or 
repeated act, or lack of appropriate action, in the context of a relationship of trust, 
causing harm or distress, including the:  

a. nature and extent, including for vulnerable cohorts, of: 

i. forms of neglect and abuse, such as physical, sexual, psychological, 
emotional and financial; 

ii. relationships where elder abuse occurs, including family and kinship 
relationships; 

iii. risk and protective factors, and barriers and enablers for people to 
access support. 
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b. effectiveness and cohesiveness of responses to elder abuse, including 
Queensland laws, policies, programs and services, in preventing, 
safeguarding, identifying and responding to elder abuse, including: 

i. adult guardianship and violence protection services, other funded 
services, and community-based interventions; 

ii. civil and criminal legal frameworks; 

iii. community awareness, education and engagement initiatives; 

iv. monitoring, evaluation and reporting processes; 

v. human rights protections. 

c. opportunities to improve responses to elder abuse in Queensland, within 
the government, broader community, non-government, and private sectors, 
including ensuring responses are trauma informed and culturally 
appropriate. 
 

2. The inquiry will consider: 

a. voices of people with lived experience of elder abuse (with appropriate 
assistance to be provided for people to engage with the inquiry where 
required); 

b. views of other stakeholders; and 

c. relevant findings, reports and prevalence studies (insofar as they relate to 
elder abuse). 

Since the referral of the inquiry, the committee has conducted one public briefing and 4 
public hearings in Brisbane, and 12 regional hearings across Queensland. 

The committee called for and received 121 submissions, of which 100 are published on 
the inquiry webpage. The Inquiry was still ongoing at the completion of the reporting 
period. 

5.2. Public Accounts Inquiries 

The committee is responsible for assessing the public accounts of entities within its 
portfolio areas with regard to the economy, efficiency and effectiveness of financial 
management.  
This responsibility includes examination of government financial documents including 
annual reports, and reports of the Auditor-General relevant to the committee’s portfolio.6 

 

  

 
6  POQA, s 94(1). 
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5.2.1. Auditor General Reports  

The committee’s role includes consideration of reports of the Auditor-General that fall 
within its portfolio. 
 The Auditor-General leads the Queensland Audit Office (QAO), which is the 
independent auditor of the public sector. It reports to parliament on the results of its audit 
work, providing insights and advice, and recommendations for improvement. 

In the reporting period, the committee considered 2 reports from the Auditor-General:  

• Report 6: 2024-25 – Protecting students from bullying 

• Report 15: 2024-25 – Education 2024. 

During its consideration of these reports the committee held 2 public briefings with officials 
from the QAO and relevant government agencies.  

Examination of both Auditor-General reports is ongoing. 

5.2.2. Public Works Inquiries 

The committee may consider public works undertaken by an entity that is a constructing 
authority7 for the works, or consider any major works,8 within its portfolio areas. 

During the reporting period, the committee did not commence a public works inquiry. 

6. Scrutiny of Subordinate Legislation 

Subordinate legislation is legislation made by a department or other entity under powers 
given to them by an act of parliament. All subordinate legislation must be tabled in the 
Legislative Assembly, which can disallow it by resolution.9 To help it decide whether or 
not to do so, the Legislative Assembly refers each item of subordinate legislation to the 
relevant portfolio committee for consideration. 
When examining subordinate legislation, each committee considers a range of matters, 
including: 

• whether it has sufficient regard for basic standards for legislation, known as 
‘fundamental legislative principles’ 

• whether it is consistent with the human rights of people in Queensland; and 

• whether the explanatory notes provide an adequate explanation of why the 
subordinate legislation is needed and what it does. 

During the reporting period, the committee examined 5 pieces of subordinate legislation. 
As shown in Table 3, in all cases, the committee did not identify any significant matters of 
concern regarding fundamental legislative principles or human rights. Where it did, in each 
case the committee was satisfied that the subordinate legislation had sufficient regard for 
fundamental legislative principles, and any limitations of human rights were reasonable 
and justified in the circumstances. 

 
7  See POQA, s 96. 
8  See POQA, s 94. 
9  Statutory Instruments Act 1992, s 49, 50. 
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Table 3. Portfolio Subordinate Legislation examined 

Report 
No. 

Subordinate legislation 
Matters identified Explanatory 

notes adequate 
Fundamental legislative 

principles 
Human 
rights 

1 

Education (General Provisions) (Alpha State 
School) Amendment Regulation 2024 0 0  

Education (General Provisions) (Corymbia 
State School) Amendment Regulation 2024 0 0  

Education Legislation (Fees) Amendment 
Regulation 2024 0 0  

4 
Education and Care Services National 
Amendment (Transitional Provisions) 
Regulations 2024 

0 0  

7 Disability Services Amendment Regulation 
2025 0 0  

 

7. Consideration of Authorised Forms 

The committee’s responsibilities include monitoring the operation of section 48 of the 
Acts Interpretation Act 1954 in relation to legislation within its portfolio area. That section 
sets out a number of requirements for forms, including how forms must be notified and 
made available to the public. 

During the reporting period, no notified forms fell within the committee’s portfolio area. 

8. Statutory Oversight 
8.1. Oversight of the Family Responsibilities Commission 

The committee has responsibility under Standing Order 194A for oversight of the Family 
Responsibilities Commission (FRC). 
 
The FRC is an independent statutory body conceived by First Nations peoples and 
driven by community members, whose purpose is to support community members in 
welfare reform communities to restore socially responsible standards of behaviour, local 
authority, and wellbeing.10 
The committee’s role is to: 

• monitor and review the performance by the FRC of the FRC’s functions 
• report to the Legislative Assembly on any matter concerning the FRC, the FRC’s 

functions or the performance of the FRC’s functions that the committee considers 
should be drawn to the Legislative Assembly’s attention 

• examine the annual report of the FRC tabled in the Legislative Assembly and, if 
appropriate, to comment on any aspect of the report 

• report to the Legislative Assembly any changes to the functions, structures and 
procedures of the FRC that the committee considers desirable for the more 
effective operation of the FRC or the Family Responsibilities Commission Act 
2008 (FRC Act).11 

 

 
10 Family Responsibilities Commission Act 2008, s 4. 
11 Standing Orders, SO 194A, sch 6. 
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8.2. Oversight activities 
During the reporting period, the committee considered the FRC’s Annual Report 2023-
2024, which was tabled on 6 March 2025. Following its consideration of that report, and 
to assist the committee with its oversight of the functions of the FRC, the committee held 
a public hearing with the Family Responsibilities Commissioner, Tammy Williams, and 
other FRC staff, on 28 April 2025. Topics covered during the briefing included:  

• workforce planning and training 

• replacement of the commission’s accounting software 

• the demand, provision and administration of voluntary income management.12  

The committee resolved in January 2025 to visit Hope Vale and Cooktown, at the invitation 
of the Family Responsibilities Commissioner. Hope Vale is one of the five ‘welfare reform 
communities’ within the FRC’s jurisdiction. 

During the visit, 25-26 February 2025, the committee met with Local Commissioners in 
Hope Vale and observed key FRC activities including Client Conferences and Client 
Engagement (CE) sessions. The committee also joined a Justice Reinvestment 
roundtable discussion with the FRC and staff of the Cape York Institute, and visited the 
Hope Vale Opportunity Hub and Hope Vale Wellbeing Centre. 

The committee visited two state schools in Hope Vale and Cooktown to meet with students 
and teachers: Cooktown State School (P – 12) and the Hope Vale Campus of the Cape 
York Aboriginal Australian Academy (P – 6). 

The committee reported on its visit in Report No. 3, Report on visit to Hope Vale and 
Cooktown with the Family Responsibilities Commission, tabled on 23 May 2025.  

9. Committee Expenditure 

Committees are funded from the appropriation made to the Legislative Assembly and 
rarely generate revenue. After funding is allocated for the committee office as a whole, 
expenditure by individual committees is determined by their specific requirements and 
volume of work. Travel expenditure is subject to an additional approval process. 

In the reporting period, the committee’s total expenditure was $439,020. The committee 
did not receive any revenue.  

Figure 2 shows the three main areas of expenditure. As that figure illustrates, employee 
expenses for the secretariat staff supporting the committee comprised the vast majority 
(just over 70 per cent) of the committee’s expenditure. The committee’s secretariat is a 
three-person team, supplemented with additional resources from across the Committee 
Office as needed throughout the year. Travel comprised approximately 28% of the total 
expenditure and this covered committee travel in support of its Inquiry into elder abuse in 
Queensland and the examination of the Bill in relation to Domestic and Family Violence 

 
12 Public hearing transcript, 28 April 2025, Brisbane. 
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reforms. Technology expenses include software support, such as Convene meeting 
papers, snapforms, Adobe licenses, Mailchimp and other telecommunication costs. 

Figure 2. Committee Expenditure from 28 November 2024 to 30 June 2025. 

 

Table 4 provides a more detailed breakdown of the committee’s expenditure for the year.  

Table 4. Detailed Committee Expenditure 

Item $ 

Employee expenses 308,346 

Meeting expenses (broadcast support & catering) 806 

Technology (software licences, telephones, teleconferencing & 
videoconferencing)  

3,964 

Legal advice 0 

Printing and supplies 1,157 

Advertising 590 

Committee travel (including business travel) 124,157 

Total expenditure 439,020 
 
  

Employee Expenses
(Secretariat Staff)

$308,346

Travel

$124,157 

Technology 
Expenses

$3,964
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Appendix A – Attendance record  
This appendix shows the attendance of committee members at private committee 
meetings (PrM), public briefings (PB), private briefings (PrB) and private hearings (PrH) 
and public hearings (PH) during the reporting period. Site visits (SV) are also reported 
below. 

Standing Order 202(1) provides that in the case of a committee members’ illness or 
inability to attend, another member may be appointed to attend that meeting or stand in 
for a particular inquiry. The details of these appointments are included in the footnotes. 

Meeting Date 

A
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P 
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 M
P 
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P 
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n 

K
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e 

M
P 

11 December 2024 PrM       

16 December 2024 PrM       

03 February 2025 PrM       

13 February 2025 PH     13  

13 February 2025 PH       

19 February 2025 PrM       

19 February 2025 PB      14 

21 February 2025 PH  15    16 

25 February 2025 SV      17 

25 February 2025 SV      18 

26 February 2025 SV      19 

26 February 2025 SV      20 

 
13  The member for Pumicestone was substituted by the member for Bonney. 
14  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Callide (from 10am until 11am); by 

the member for Redlands (from 12pm until 12.30pm). 
15  The member for Mansfield was substituted by the member for Toohey. 
16  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Redcliffe.  
17  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Burnett. 
18  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Burnett. 
19  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Burnett. 
20  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Burnett. 
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28 February 2025 PH 21 22    23 

28 February 2025 PH  24     

13 March 2025 PrM       

18 March 2025 PrM       

25 March 2025 PH  25    26 

25 March 2025 PH  27    28 

26 March 2025 PH  29    30 

31 March 2025 PrM       

02 April 2025 PrM      31 

02 April 2025 PH      32 

02 April 2025 PB   33   34 

07 April 2025 PrM  35     

17 April 2025 PrM       

17 April 2025 PH       

28 April 2025 PH       

 
21  The member for Keppel was substituted by the member for Redcliffe (for the morning session); the 

member for Scenic Rim was appointed and acted as Chair (for the morning session); the member 
for Nicklin was appointed and acted as Chair (for the afternoon session) while member for Keppel 
participated (in the afternoon session) via telephone. 

22  The member for Mansfield was substituted by the member for Cooper. 
23  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Nicklin. 
24  The member for Mansfield was substituted by the member for Cooper. 
25  The member for Mansfield was substituted by the member for Algester. 
26  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Mackay. 
27  The member for Mansfield was substituted by the member for Algester. 
28  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Mackay. 
29  The member for Mansfield was substituted by the member for Algester. 
30  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Mackay. 
31  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Redlands. 
32  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Redlands. 
33  The member for Ipswich West was substituted by the member for Bulimba. 
34  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Redlands. 
35  The member for Mansfield was substituted by the member for Bancroft. 
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28 April 2025 PB       

29 April 2025 PrM       

30 April 2025 PrM 36      

30 April 2025 PB 37      

06 May 2025 PrM       

13 May 2025 PH      38 

14 May 2025 PH       

15 May 2025 PH       

21 May 2025 PrM       

21 May 2025 PB       

23 May 2025 PH      39 

23 May 2025 SV      40 

23 May 2025  SV      41 

26 May 2025 SV  42    43 

26 May 2025 SV  44    45 

26 May 2025 SV  46    47 

 
36  The member for Keppel was substituted by the member for Toowoomba North and the member for 

Scenic Rim was appointed and acted as Chair. 
37  The member for Keppel was substituted by the member for Toowoomba North and the member for 

Scenic Rim was appointed and acted as Chair. 
38  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Townsville. 
39  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Mackay. 
40  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Mackay. 
41  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Mackay. 
42  The member for Mansfield was substituted by the member for Cooper. 
43  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Nicklin. 
44  The member for Mansfield was substituted by the member for Cooper. 
45  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Nicklin. 
46  The member for Mansfield was substituted by the member for Cooper. 
47  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Nicklin. 
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27 May 2025 SV  48    49 

27 May 2025 SV  50    51 

02 June 2025 PrM       

03 June 2025 PH      52 

03 June 2025 PrH      53 

06 June 2025 PrM       

09 June 2025 PrM      54 

09 June 2025 PH      55 

11 June 2025 PrM       

11 June 2025 PH       

16 June 2025 PH  56   57 58 

16 June 2025 PH     59  

17 June 2025 PrM       
Legend: PrM  private meeting PB public briefing 
 PrB private briefing PH public hearing 
 PrH private hearing SV site visit 

 

 
48  The member for Mansfield was substituted by the member for Cooper. 
49  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Nicklin. 
50  The member for Mansfield was substituted by the member for Cooper. 
51  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Nicklin. 
52  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Nicklin. 
53  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Nicklin. 
54  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Nicklin. 
55  The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Nicklin. 
56  The member for Mansfield was substituted by the member for Algester (for the period 9am-11am). 
57  The member for Pumicestone was substituted by the member for Mackay. 
58 The member for Scenic Rim was substituted by the member for Nicklin. 
59  The member for Pumicestone was substituted by the member for Mackay. 
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