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Skilling Australians Fund to boost Queensland 
apprentice numbers_________________________________
kPedneso'ay, 7 February 2018

The T u rn b u ll G ove rnm e n t w ill c rea te  an extra  60,000 app ren tices  and tra inees in Q ueensland over the 

nex t fo u r  years th ro u g h  a record  fu n d in g  deal announced  in last year's Budget.

Ass is tant M in is te r fo r  V ocationa l E ducation  and Skills, Karen Andrew s, said c la im s to d a y  fro m  the 

Q ueensland M in is te r Shannon Fen tim an  are  w o e fu lly  m isleading.

"Q ueensland w ill be a key ben e fic ia ry  o f  o u r  $1.5 b illio n  Skilling Au stra lians  Fund th a t w ill create  an 

ex tra  300,000 app ren tices  and tra in e e s  across th e  coun try ," Ass is tant M in is te r A n drew s said.

"It w o u ld  appear Ms Fen tim an is s till y e t to  read th e  la test b rie fings  in h e r new  p o r t fo lio  th a t show  the  

Federal G overnm ent's  increased fu n d in g  c o m m itm e n t to  s u p p o rt app ren tice  and tra in e e  g ro w th  in 

Q ueensland.

"Instead o f  m aking fa lse accusa tions a b o u t C o m m onw ea lth  fund ing , th e  M in is te r needs to  lo ok  in her 

ow n backyard a fte r th e  Q ueensland  G o ve rn m e n t cu t its ow n spend ing  on  voca tio na l edu ca tion  and 

tra in in g  by $141 m illio n  fro m  2012 to  2016" A ss is tan t M in is te r A n drew s said.

" I t  was th e  p rev ious Labor G o ve rn m e n t th a t  cu t e m p lo ye r in cen tives n ine  tirhes  to ta llin g  $1.2 b illion  

th a t led to  a d ram a tic  dec line  in a pp ren tice  num bers.

'T h e  T u rn b u ll G ove rnm e n t con tin ues  to  d e live r policies to  s u p p o rt app ren tices  and tra inees, inc lud ing  

th e  A ustra lian  A p p re n ticesh ip  S u p p o rt N e tw ork , Trade S u p p o rt Loans and ju s t  last w eek th e  Industry  

Specialist M e n to rin g  Program  fo r  app ren tices  was launched on th e  Gold Coast.

"W e are  ready and w illin g  to  w o rk  w ith  th e  Q ueensland  G o ve rn m e n t th ro u g h  o u r S killing  A ustra lians 

Fund to  p rov ide  th e  sk illed  w o rk fo rc e  m any o f  th e  state 's in d u s trie s  need to  co n tin u e  th e ir  g row th , 

in c lud ing  tou rism , hosp ita lity , c o n s tru c tio n  and hea lth  and aged care.
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"Skills shortages are  a s ig n ifican t issue fac ing  Q ueensland th a t th e  T u rn b u ll G ove rnm e n t is com m itted  

to  a dd ress ing  and  1 call on  Ms Fen tim an to  w o rk  w ith  us to  he lp  b u ild  a be tte r fu tu re  fo r  Q ueensland, 

"A ss is ta n t M in is te r  A n drew s said,

"The S kiliing  A u s tra iians  Fund re-eng ineers th e  p a rtn e rsh ip  be tw een  sta tes and th e  C o m m onw ea lth  to  

ensu re  b e tte r  ou tco m e s  in skiiis tra in in g ."

Home I About Karen | About McPherson | Newsroom j Onilne Office | Portfolio j Privacy Poiicy & Disclaimer | Accessibility Policy

) Karen Andrews MP 2014 | Authorised by Karen Andrews MP, 47 Watts Drive, Varsity Lakes QLD 4227 | Login

http://www.karenandrewsmp.com.au/Newsroom/Media/ID/1605/Skilling-Australians-F... 6/03/2018

http://www.karenandrewsmp.com.au/Newsroom/Media/ID/1605/Skilling-Australians-F

