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LABOR MP Rick Williams refused to pay his water and rates bills, arguing to a court 
last year that the charges were “unconstitutional” .

M ore ton Bay counc il and U n ityw ate r took  M r W illiam s  to  cou rt a fte r he racked up thousands o f do lla rs  in unpaid 

bills  a t h is luxury  cana l-fron t B rib ie  Island hom e.

R epresen ting  h im se lf, M r W illiam s m ade a series  o f b izarre c la im s ab ou t w hy he sho u ldn ’t  have to  pay —  

lead ing the  cou nc il to  dec la re  his a rgum ents  w e re  "lega l nonsense".
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The tw o case s  w e re  ongo ing w hen Labor endorsed  M r W illiam s, ra is ing  serious questions ab ou t the  pa rty ’s 

p rese lec tion  and vetting process.

In cou rt d o cum e n ts  ob ta ined by The C ourie r-M a il, M r W illiam s w ro te  tha t his hom e w as on "M Y  LA N D ” and 

ne ithe r the  counc il no r the  w a te r com pany had a righ t to  bill him.

‘T h e  de fend an t asse rts  th a t in acco rdance  w ith  the  C om m onw ea lth  o f A ustra lia  C onstitu tion  A c t tha t 

(U n ity w a te r) ... has no en forceab le  W E T  IN K  con trac t o f ag reem en t w ith  the  de fendant," he w ro te  in his legal 

de fence.

T he  cou rt docum en ts  a lso show  M r W illiam s:

—  D em anded  $330 -an -hou r fo r tim e he spen t assess ing  his w a te r bills
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—  C o m p la in ed  a t having to  s tore U n ityw a te r eq u ipm en t on his land, p resum ably w a te r p ipes

—  A ccuse d  the  w a te r com pany o f  th rea ten ing  to  cu t o ff h is w a te r in v io la tion  o f the  C onstitu tion

—  A greed  to  pay fo r h is bin co llec tion  and fire  levy bu t no t his genera! ra tes and a cana l levy.

TH E  R IC K  W IL L IA M S  F ILE S : S P E C IA L  IN V E S T IG A T IO N

S ig n in g  o f f  o n  tro u b le  

L a b o r ’s  m a n  in  h e ll o f  a ‘f ix ’

B o s s  w a s  ‘a s le a z e ’

D ru g  c la im s  a n d  a k i l le r  tw is t

M r W illia m s  has been invo lved in long -runn ing  d ispu te  w ith  the  council ove r dam age to  h is sea  wa ll.

Labo r s ta te  secre ta ry  Evan M oorhead said M r W illiam s stopped paying rates in p ro test ove r the  sea wa ll, but 

“pa id all o u ts ta nd ing  am oun ts  ea rlie r th is  yea r” .

/ 1

W histleblow er Bruce McLean's allegations against Labor MP Rick W illiam s as told exclusively to 
The Courler-M all

He said M r W illiam s  had a separa te  d ispu te  w ith  the  w a te r com pany ove r the  w ay h is bill w as  ca lcu la ted.

“A fte r the  b ill w as am ended, R ick p a id  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  am ount. T he  am e nd m ent Included a reduction  in w a te r 

and sew erage  charges. This w as reso lved m ore  than 12 m on ths ago, long be fore  R ick w as an M P .”

M r M oo rhead  w ou ld  not com m ent on w h e th e r M r W illiam s had acted appropria te ly  o r w h e the r he had in form ed 

Labor o f the  case s  be fore  being endorsed.
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Labor th is  m on th  d ism issed serious a llega tions  aga ins t M r W illiam s from  his tim e as  a financ ia l p lanner as 

be ing m ore  tha n  a decade old and unsubstan tia ted  and denied.

H ow eve r the  w a te r and rates cou rt cases are m uch m ore recent, p laying out a t the  tim e  he w a s  running fo r 

e lec tion  In th e  s ta te  sea t o f Pum lcestone.

U n ityw a te r to o k  M r W illiam s to  C aboo ltu re  M ag is tra tes C ourt in January  last ye a r fo r $2789.06  in unpa id bills, 

es tim a ted  to  have been am assed ove r m ore than a year.

W hen deb t co llec to rs  fa iled to recover the  m oney the w a te r com pany hired law yers  to  take  M r W illiam s to  court.

Rick W tiiiams’ Bribie home Pic Annette Dew

M r W illiam s  filed  no tice  o f his in tention  to  de fend  the  cla im s, a lleg ing  he w as “ p laced unde r duress" to  pay the  

w a te r bills.

He c la im ed U n ityw a te r fa iled to  prov ide an “ap p ro p ria te  actuaria l accoun t” o f its b ills  —  and shou ld  actua lly  pay 

him  fo r h is tim e  assess ing  the ir in co rrec t accoun ts,

“ D e fendan t is a  Jus tice  o f the  Peace Q ua lified  (Q ueens land ) and in the  pos ition  as a C ertified  F inancia l P lanner 

has an hourly  cha rge  o f $330 pe r hour,” he w ro te .

He added; “T he  P la in tiff th rea tened  to v io la te  the  C om m onw ea lth  o f A us tra lia  C onstitu tion  A c t C hap te r IV 

S ection  100 in denying all w a te r rights to  the  res iden t o f the  S ta te .”

He to o k  issue w ith  having to  “store and g ive  cons idera tion  to  the  m a in tenance  and safe ty  o f the  P la in tiff’s 

eq u ipm en t s to red  on the  D efendants p rope rty ” —  p resum ab ly  the  w a te r p ipes and m eter.

And M r W illiam s  accused  the w a te r c o m p a n y ’s la w ye r o f acting “unconsc ionab ly  as an o ffice r o f the  cou rt” fo r 

filing  the  s ta tem e n t o f c la im  w ithou t con tacting  h im  first, U n ityw a te r to ld  the  cou rt the  de fence  had no prospect 

o f success.
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A fte r d ra gg ing  on fo r m onths, the  w a te r bill f igh t w as  sudden ly  reso lved at the  end o f M ay last yea r —  about 

tw o  w e eks  a fte r Labo r endorsed M r W illiam s.

S epara te ly , the  counc il took  M r W illiam s to  P ine R ive rs  M ag istra tes C ourt in S ep tem be r 2013 ove r $3930 in 

unpa id  ra tes and  cha rges  dating back m ore  than  tw o  years.

He had a rgued  he w as happy to  pay fo r “ga rbage  co llec tion" and som e o ther cha rges but no t “ taxes  includ ing 

gene ra l ra te  —  a land tax" and the  cana l levy.

R espond ing , the  council said his de fence  had no rea l prospect o f success and added: “The  council subm its 

tha t (the c la im s) are lega l nonsense."

T he  cou rt p repa red  a d ra ft o rder dem and ing  M r W illiam s  pay his ou tstand ing rates and cou rt costs.

H ow eve r be fo re  the  o rder cam e in to effect, counc il d iscon tinued  its cou rt action last O ctobe r —  five  m onths 

a fte r he w as endo rsed  by Labor.

A  counc il spokesm an  yeste rday said the  m a tte r w as  reso lved and the re  w e re  “cu rren tly  no ou ts tand ing  rates".

M r W illia m s  to ld  pa rliam en t in his m aiden speech  w ho cou ld  not afford law yers to  ba ttle  “ banks, insurance 

com pan ies  and o the r bu reaucra tic  ag en c ies ” . He added tha t fo r his financia l p lann ing d ip lom a he had stud ied 

un its a t the  M acq ua rie  School o f Law.

♦
Heroic rescue; W as his nam e M acGyver or what? It’s all about perception, Lawrence

Forced out: Unions blamed for loss Mystery: W hat happened to Michael Devitt?
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