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A man devoted to family and community
by WENDY CREIGHTON

‘"My m a in  a im  w as to go 
b u t a n d  do the  job, bring  die 
boys hom e saje, do the paper
w ork an d  go home. ”

In this one sentence, Glenti 
Sippel, sum m ed up his pa ra 
m ount policy during his 14 
y ears a s  Boonah Auxiliary Fire 
Brigade Captain.

It was a  policy based on en
suring the  fc e  was out, life and 
property were safe, his team  of 
F iries re tu rned  home un
harm ed and he fulfilled the  
legal obligations of paperwork 
before re tu rn ing  hom e to his 
own family a s  soon as possible.

A life centred  on community 
serv ice and devotion to his 
family

Glenti m ade th e  com m ent 
during  an interview  in  late 
M arch following his re tire 
m en t from  the Auxiliary Fire 
B rigade afte r m ore than  43 
years of service.

H e spoke of his plans to visit 
h is daughter in London during 
a  long-awaited holiday to E u 
rope with his wife Juleen. And 
h e  spoke of the  couple’s inten
tion to becom e Grey Nomads 
w hen the  will took them.

“I’ve been  a t th e  commu
nity’s beck and call for a  long 
tim e with call outs and o ther 
S re  re la ted  m atte rs , I’ve  en
joyed m y tim e with the 
brigade, but I  decided ttiis year 
it was tim e to hang up my hat.

“I’ve had a  few health issues

a n d  I  w ant to  be  ab le  to  hook 
up  th e  caravan when I  w ant to 
and  take off and I  w ant to play 
golf w hen I  w ant to.”

Unfortunately, in the  weeks 
following the  interview, those 
health  issues  w ere diagnosed 
as an  aggressive form  of can 
cer.

On M onday m orning, Sep-_ 
tm b .e r  .l5 . Glenn Sippel, 63,”  
passed.away.

'Ibibutes to Glenn and  con
dolences to  his family began to 
Dow from all pa rts  of the  South 
E a s t Q ueensland region as 
soon as  th e  new s w as heard.

Scenic R im  Mayor, John

B rent, was am ong the many 
who m ourned th e  untimely 
death.

“On behalf of Scenic Rim 
Regional CouncD, I  extend my 
deepest condolences to Juleen 
and th e  Sippel family following 
the  passing  of Glenn," Cr 
B rent said.

“I  share th e  profound sense 
of loss m any in th e  Boonah 
com m unity a re  experiencing 
with the  passing of such awell- 
known and  highly regarded

community figure as Glenn.
"I was privileged to know 

Glenn as a  friend for m ost of 
h is  life, b u t he  w as familiar to 
m any as a  long-serving m em 
b e r  and captain of th e  Boonah 
Auxiliary F ire  B rigade and 
proprietor of th e  Hall of 
Fram es.

“Glenn provided m ore than 
43 years of service to the  local 
brigade, including 14 as cap
tain, prio r to his re tirem en t 
less than  a  year ago.

“Boonah and d istrict will re 
main in his deb t for his dedica
tion and  com m itm ent to  the 
community as a  p ro tec to r of

people and  property  over so 
m any years.

“This selflessness was 
recognised with a  bravery 
aw ard for the  a ttem pted  re s 
cue of a  child from a  house fire 
in 2010.

“Socially, Glenn was known 
for his go ltog  prowess, enjoy
ing  m any  hours on the  fair
ways and g reens in his spare 
time.

“The Boonah community, 
particularly  friends and the 
firefighting fraternity, share 
the sadness of his passing with 
his family."

Cr B rent’s  sentim ents were 
shared  by m any who re 
sponded to th e  posting of 
Glenn’s passing  on the 
Guardian Facebook Page. 

Facebook posts included: 
“G lenn gave so m uch in  so 

m any  w ays.”
“O ur com m unity  has lost o 

true  gentlem an.”
“A  tru ly  lovely man.” 
“Th-onk you  fo r  your years 

o f  s e r v ic e ... ou r thoughts are 
w ith  your fam ily ."

“A sod, sod  loss ... condo
lences to the fam ily."
• Glenn is survived by his wife 
Juleen, daughter; L ara and her 
husband Chris Dawes, daugh
te r  M egan and grandchildren. 
Cooper and Sophie. The funeral 
service will be held a t the 
Dugandan Lutheran Church on 
T hursday (See classifieds for 
full details).
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CAPTAIN Glenn Sippel (retired) com
m enced h is  service a s  a  Q ueensland 
auxiliary firefighter on July 7,1970.

A highly regarded m em ber of the  
Boonah community, he  was appointed 
to the  position of Chief Officer; Boonah 
Station and subsequently appointed 
Captain with the  formation of a  single 
Q ueensland Fire Service on Ju ly  1, 
1990.

As Captain of Boonah station, he

dem onstrated exceptional leadership, 
professional integrity and  operations 
command capability a t the  num erous 
em ergency incidents he  responded to 
w ith his s tation  crew  n o t only in  the  
Boonah community b u t to  a  range  of 
diverse incidents.

Given his wealth of knowledge and 
experience, he  was a  m em ber of vari
ous in trasta te  and in tersta te  Fire and 
R escue task force deployment teams,

supporting other communities in their 
tim e of need.

His legacy in supporting and devel
oping the professional capability of 
other firefighters will assure  th e  town
ship of Boonah and people of the  sur
rounding communities will be 
provided w ith th e  h ighest level fire 
and rescue community support.

Glenn was a  friend and colleague of 
m any in the  Queensland Fire and

Em ergency Services (QFES) commu
nity and his passing is a  loss not only 
to  his family but to the m any of his fire
fighting colleagues who hold him in 
the  highest regard.

Glenn re tired  on February 28,2014, 
after 43 years dedicated service.
— Q ueensland F ire  a n d  Em ergency 

Services (QFES) South Eastern  
Region A ssistan t Commissioner, 

P e te r  B eaucham p AFSM


