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THE LNP Government last night 
asked its party bosses to expel one 
of its own MPs while another 
threatened to sue a colleague. 

The rift in the Government 
widened as the hierarchy struggled 
to contain events labelled "cheap 
show business" by Leader of Gov­
ernment Business Ray Stevens. 

It has left Premier Campbell 
Newman to juggle a series of 
growing problems for the Govern­
ment, which is adamant it wants 
rookie MP Carl Judge kicked out 
of the party. 

The Government is 
running out of patience 
Gaven MP Alex Douglas, who 
is gunning for Mr Stevens follow­
ing Mr Douglas's axing from 
lucrative roles in parliamentary 
committees. 

Mr Douglas is threatening to 
sue Mr Stevens unless the fellow 
Gold Coast MP retracts state­
ments he made yesterday morning 
on one of the Government's 
messiest days since its stunning 
election win in March. 

There is more trouble ahead for 
Mr Newman - his adversary Clive 
Palmer says he wants to set up a 
new political party. 
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CARAVAN 
OF CHAOS: 
How the 
week has 
unfolded 

LNP MP Ray Hopper, 
announces his defection to 
Katter's Australian Party: 

"No comment." - MP Carl 
Judge told The Courier­
Mail when asked if he 
would also join KAP. 

2.30pm Judge told by 
LNP members he cannot 
attend its party room 
meeting until he shows 100 
per cent commitment to 
the LNP. Mr Judge says 

"When Campbell Newman 
won power he sacked 
the National Party - he 
sacked Hopper, Howard 
Hobbs, Mike Horan, Ted 
Malone and Vaughan 
Johnson." 

"We will not tolerate 
disloyalty." - Deputy 
Premier Jeff Seeney on 
barring Judge from the 
party room meeting. 

he is "considering his 
options". 

8.35am Treasurer Tim 

LNP slides 
from lory 
to chaos 
Steven Wardill 
Robyn Ironside 
Sarah Vogler 

THE Newman Government 
was last night in chaos, with 
one MP to be kicked out for 
dissent and another threaten­
ing to sue a colleague. 

After a second day of public 
attacks aimed at each other, 
LNP MPs last night agreed at a 
special party room meeting 
that disgruntled Yeerongpilly 
member Carl Judge was "no 
longer welcome". 

"There was a whole range of 
behaviour we found unaccept­
able," Deputy Premier Jeff 
Seeney said. "The message for 
him is that he is no longer 
welcome in our team." 

He said the party would ask 
state president Bruce Mciver 
to consider disendorsement. 

But days after revealing he 
was considering becoming an 
Independent, Mr Judge last 
night said he was committed to 
the LNP and would await the 
party's final call on his future. 

"Campbell Newman and Jeff 
Seeney run the parliamentary 
wing . . . They certainly don't 
run the party," he said, adding 
he sought a meeting with the 
Premier before the party room 
meeting but was denied one. 

Last night's meeting came 
after Gaven MP Alex Douglas 

was dumped as chairman of 
the Legal Affairs Committee 
after he had earlier indicated 
he would sue Leader of Gov­
ernment Business Ray Stevens. 

Dr Douglas promised a "sur­
gical" pursuit of the reason 
behind his sacking as ethics 
committee chairman on Tues­
day but was accused of acting 
dishonestly by Mr Newman. 

Following the meeting, Dr 
Douglas said he was still a 
member ofthe LNP and would 
"probably die one". 

Mr Seeney said he believed 
Dr Douglas and Mr Newman 
would sort out their problems. 

"They are both experienced 
politicians and I think they will 
settle their differences to­
night," Mr Seeney said. 

The Government is con­
vinced billionaire former LNP 
member Clive Palmer is be­
hind the decisions of both MPs 
to turn on their own and 
believes publicly crushing dis­
senters will make other · MPs 
think twice about striking out. 

The public spats, which fol­
low veteran MP Ray Hopper's 
defection to Katter's Aust­
ralian Party on Sunday, have 
compounded the perception 
that the Government is con­
sumed with internal frictions. 

Mr Judge said earlier yester­
day he was still contemplating 
his position as an LNP member 

and was in no rush to make a 
decision on his future. "If I 
need a bit longer, I'll take a bit 
more time," he said. "There's 
no reverse gear on this." 

However party bosses are 
now expected to eject him. 

The decision will mean the 
LNP will have 76 members, 
still 10 more than Labor 
achieved at its zenith. 

But Dr Douglas insists he 
will not quit the party despite 
being sacked twice as a com­
mittee chairman in successive 
days. After initially being prag­
matic about the decision to 
dump him as chairman of the 
Ethics Committee on Tuesday, 
Dr Douglas yesterday de­
manded to be reinstated and 
denied the Premier's claims he 
had asked to be shifted. 

He said "other information", 
which he refused to reveal, had 
prompted his action but he 
linked it to current Ethics Com­
mittee investigations, which in­
clude a probe into Transport 
and Main Roads director­
general Michael Caltabiano. 

Leader of Government Busi­
ness Ray Stevens, who is 
responsible for committee ap­
pointments, accused Dr Doug­
las of being "loose with the 
truth" over his shift to Legal 
Affairs but admitted the Gov­
ernment antics appeared like 
"cheap show business". 

Nicholls denies that MPs 
must pledge loyalty. 
9.58am Manager of 
Government Business 
Ray Stevens announces 
in Parliament that Alex 
Douglas will be replaced 
as chairman of the Ethics 
Committee and discharged 
from the Parliamentary 
Crime and Misconduct 

Committee. 
He is instead appointed 
to the Legal Affairs 
and Community Safety 
Committee. 
10.27am Judge crosses 
the floor to vote with 
non-Government MPs 
on Seeney's attempt to 
silence Independent Peter 
Wellington. 
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11am "There would have been 
no change in relation to the 
Ethics Committee if he had not 
been agreeable to the matter:" 
- Premier Campbell Newman 
tells Parliament he understood 
Douglas would "like to change". 
12.20pm Douglas says it wasn't 
his idea to quit: "Did I seek the 
change? No. It was suggested 
that I move across." 

4.10pm "I personally feel as 
though the leadership team 
hasn't been listening to the 
backbenchers."- Judge. 

8.30am Douglas denies that 
he wants to leave the Ethics 
Committee and calls on 
Newman to correct the record. 
He demands to be reinstated. 

8.50am Stevens hits back 
at Douglas, denying Newman 
misled Parliament. Stevens 
accuses Douglas of being "loose 
with the truth" in the lead-up 
to his removal from the Ethics 
Committee. 
2pm Stevens announces in 
Parliament the removal of 
Douglas from chair of the Legal 
Affairs and Community Safety 

* JEFF SEENET 

* -

Committee 28 hours after 
putting him in the position. 
"It was a complete surprise 
this morning to hear the 
Member for Gaven on radio 
essentially claiming he was no 
longer happy to take on this 
new role." - Stevens. 
2.27pm Douglas addresses 
Parliament, demanding he 
be reinstated to the Ethics 

Committee and Parliamentary 
CMC: "I asked to stay as 
ethics chair, it was refused. At 
no stage did I request to be 
removed from my position ... 
as stated by the Premier in 
Parliament yesterday." 
2.36pm Newman says 
Douglas on Tuesday night had 
expressed that he was "very 
pleased" at the changes. 
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Roll up, roll up for the greatest 'United' show on Earth 
BILLIONAIRE Clive Palmer is 
planning to set up a new political outfit 
called the United Party- and he is 
wooing the rural-based Katter's 
Australian Party as a potential coalition 
partner. 

It is understood Mr Palmer's party-

which, not surprisingly, would feature a 
pro-development and pro-mining policy 
platform- might even make an attempt 
to lure disgruntled LNP MP Carl Judge 
to secure a seat in State Parliament. 

Katter party boss Bob Katter is open 
to talks with Mr Palmer, as a key issue 

between the two has been resolved. 
Mr Palmer raised Mr Katter's ire 

earlier this year with his support for the 
flying in of foreign workers to 
Australian mines. 

"We believe that situation has been 
resolved and they would only support 

flying in workers in rare cases where 
they were really needed," Mr Katter 
said. 

Mr Palmer was last night refusing 
to make any public comment on his 
plans. 

Michael Madigan 

NEWS l 3 

3.30pm Douglas says he 
remains an LNP member but 
does not rule out legal action 
over comments he was happy 
to stand down from the Ethics 
Committee. 
6.30pm LNP party room 
requests Judge's expulsion 
from party. 
8.1Spm Judge says he won't 
be intimidated. 

Dire tribe 
mentality 
gives rise 
to diatribe 
Steven 
Ward ill 

COMMENT 

THE Newman Government's 
almost primal need to win 
every small battle means it is 
losing the war. 

The ugly scenes of self­
flagellation the LNP has en­
gaged in this week are a con­
tinuation of their tribal attitude 
in Opposition of eye-for-an-eye 
retribution against their own. 

However, while the Govern­
ment has been busy getting 
square with itself, ifthat is at all 
possible, they seem to be miss­
ing the fact they are trashing 
their own credibility. 

Much of what Queensland­
ers have been treated to since 
Sunday's defection of Conda­
mine MP Ray Hopper was 
avoidable, if cooler heads had 
prevailed. There was no need 
to immediately oust clis­
gruntled MP Carl Judge to a 
seat away from his fellow LNP 
members in Parliament. 

There was no need to re­
move outspoken Gaven MP 
Alex Douglas as chairman of 
the ethics committee. There 
was no need to compare Hop­
per to a dog in Parliament. And 
there was no need for MP Ray 
Stevens to jump on raclio 
yesterday to rebut comments 
made by Douglas. 

It is almost as if some 
members of the Government 
have the misguided opinion the 
party's. popularity means they 
are beyond reproach. 

And every slight - even if it 
emanates from one of their 
own- has to be responded to in 
kind so they are seen to emerge 
the victors from every skirmish. 

However, while indulging 
themselves in acts of revenge 
against their own, the Newman 
Government is fast losing the 
public's faith. Being in Govern­
ment means being big enough 
to accept criticism rather than 
trying to crush it. 

While they sure haven't for­
gotten how to attack each other 
since winning Government, the 
LNP must remember that it 
was exactly this kind of activity 
that kept them in opposition. 
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ottJcers were awaraea an 
terim pay rise of l.7 per cent. 

The increase is the equiva­
lent of the annual CPI increase 
in Brisbane, but lower than the 
2.7 per cent originally offered to 
firefighters. 

Minister Assisting the Prem­
ier on Industrial Relations 
Glen Elmes said the State 
Government had been nego­
tiating for months with fire­
fighters for a new agreement. 

"Senior fire officers accepted 
the Government's offer (for a 
2.7 per cent rise) at the end of 
July but the union representing 
rank and file firefighters ref­
used the offer," Mr Elmes said. 

United Firefighters Union of 
Queensland secretary John 
Oliver said their fight was more 
about protecting members' 
conditions than money. 

"The concern that I have is 
the attacks on firefighters' con­
ditions and the safety risks that 
come with that," he said. 

The UFUQ began rolling 
stoppages this week to highlight 
concerns about the Govern­
ment's enterprise bargaining. 

About the 
House 

Lu ageinthelobby Good day: Attorney-General 
J arrod Bleijie, who wrapped up 
a fiery Question Time with an 
amusingly chipper and rapid­
fire one-minute speech. 
Bad day: Leader of the House 
Ray Stevens, who was drawn 
into embarrassing LNP in­
fighting over his role in the 
dumping of Gold Coast MP 
Alex Douglas from State 
Parliament's ethics committee. 
Legislation 

Sarah Vogler 
Kelmeny Fraser 

PREMIER Campbell Newman 
has denied that ministers will 
be let off the hook under new 
laws that shift responsibility 
on to lobbyists to record their 
meetings with the MPs. 

Mr Newman said the 
changes meant ministers 
would record lobbyist meet­
ings in their diaries rather than 
on a lobbyist register but he 
insisted they would still need 
to ensure those meetings were 
recorded accurately. 

He said it would increase 
accountability by boosting the 
regulation of lobbyists. 

However lobbyist group 
Government Relations Profes­
sionals Association president 
Barton Green accused the 
Government of "outsourcing 
ministerial responsibility". 

"The State Government's 
intention to flip responsibility 
for reporting on lobbyist meet­
ings away from ministers and 
on to registered lobbyists is an 
ineffective response to recent 
sloppy government adminis­
tration," Mr Green said. 

the h gonna get t eres 
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He said the GRP A was 
concerned the proposed new 
"burden" would make it more 
convenient for a business to 
hire someone who was not a 
registered lobbyist, provided 
no transparency and had no 
code of conduct. 

Queensland ethicist Bill 
De Maria also lashed the 
Government for placing the 
onus on unelected 
businessmen. 

"It seems like the Govern­
ment has been caught on the 
back foot with certain allega­
tions made and is doing the 

completely amateurish thing 
of delegating its respons­
ibility," Dr De Maria said. 

Mr Newman, however, said 
the changes came after two 
weeks of consultation with 
Integrity Commissioner David 
Solomon. 

"If the minister's diary 
shows a meeting with the 
lobbyist and it's not there (on 
the lobbyist's register) then he 
can go after the lobbyist," Mr 
Newman said. 

"If the lobbyist records a 
meeting with the minister and 
it doesn't appear in the diary 

. . there will be questions." 
Dr Solomon said he sup­

ported the move to make 
lobbyists keep a register and 
admitted there were problems 
with the current system. 

He said the Act did not 
require government to provide 
him information, such as re­
cords of contact with lobbyists. 

"There are some problems 
with it and I haven't been able 
to check the records, for 
example, of some local gov­
ernments," he said. "This (the 
changes) will mean there will 
be a proper record of contact." 

Introduced: Criminal Proceeds · 
Confiscation (Unexplained 
Wealth and Serious Drug 
Offender Confiscation Order) 
Amendment Bill 
Mining and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 
Debated: 
Economic Development Bill 
Passed: 
Racing and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 
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