
annual
2010

report

GOLD COAST

HOSPITAL FOUNDATION



1

Vision:
To promote the best possible health care
for all people of the Gold Coast community.

Aims:
•	 To support good health and excellence in patient care
•	 To provide state of the art equipment and facilities
•	 To encourage and support research
•	 To promote and support education programs
•	 To be actively involved in health promotion
•	 To encourage community understanding and participation 

in health programs

Contact:
Beth Dermoudy – Development Manager       		             07 55712150
				       					      		     0419775832
Postal Address:                          			   Box 902  Southport  Qld  4215
Email:                                        	              gchfoundation@health.qld.gov.au
Website:                                       	                www.gchfoundation.org.au
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Board of Directors

	 Chairperson
	 Gary J Baildon AM - Company Director / Former Gold Coast Mayor 
	 Deputy Chair	
	 Alan Midwood  -  Property Analyst
	 Secretary
	 Naomi Dwyer  -  COO Gold Coast Health Service District
	 Treasurer
	 Helen Raptis  -  G.C. Development & Greek Community Festival		
	 Members
	 Prof Lyn Griffiths  -  Dean of Research Health Sciences - GU 
	 Dr Teresa Withers  -  Neurosurgeon/Director of Surgery GCHSD 
	 Heather Haynes OAM (LOA) -  Charity Fundraising Professional 
	 Shirley Wee   -  Gold Coast Community Council 
	 Colette McCool  -  Director Community Services GCCC
	 Dr Brian Bell  -  Medical Superintendent GCHSD 
	 John Fradgley  -  Partner Bells Legal Group
	 Wayne Hunt  -  Accountant Business Development & Planning

The Board of Directors of the Foundation are appointed by the 
Governor in Council, serve voluntarily and are from the local 
Business, Medical and University communities.  A Board meeting 
is held monthly.
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The Gold Coast Hospital Foundation continues to be very active in its support of the Gold 
Coast Health Service District and has certainly met the aims of the Foundation which are 
to ensure that our community is provided with excellence in patient care, the most up to 
date medical equipment and facilities close to home, to encourage research and support 
education programs and be actively involved in health promotion.  

Under the management of fulltime Development Manager, Beth Dermoudy, the Foundation 
distributed $278183.78 for medical equipment and improved facilities and $79,197.00 for 
Education and Research Grants.

At the monthly Board meetings, members discuss the various requests for funding that are 
received.  We are extremely fortunate to have on our Board, a diverse range of members 
who include doctors, scientists, accountants, solicitors and community service personnel.  
These members give their time voluntarily and their input and expertise ensure that the funds 
raised by the Foundation are distributed to the neediest areas within the Health Service 
District.

There have been changes on the Board this year due in part, to the death of Vice Chair 
Eda Beck who formed the Foundation in 1994 and was a founding member of the Board.  
Eda was a very respected and loved member of our Gold Coast community who cared 
greatly for the provision and improvement of health facilities for people in this area.  As 
acknowledgement of her dedication to the Gold Coast Hospital Foundation an Education 
Grant has been named in her honour.   

Heather Haynes has retired from the Board due to ill health and I wish her well in her 
recovery.   Stephen Board has been a great asset as Treasurer but his acceptance of a new 
position within KPMG  has necessitated his relocation away from the Gold Coast.   Alan 
Midwood, a long time Board member has moved to the position of Vice Chair and Helen 
Raptis has accepted the position of Treasurer.  I thank them for their assistance and welcome 
them to their new positions.

I also welcome new members to the Board   - Colette McCool who is the Director of 
Community Services with the Gold Coast City Council, John Fradgley, a partner in Bells 
Legal Group and Wayne Hunt, an accountant specialising in business development and 
planning.  These members bring with them a wealth of knowledge and experience which I am 
sure will result in even greater diversity for the Foundation.

Chairman’s Report
Gary J Baildon AM
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As the name of the Foundation implies, the Gold Coast Hospital at Southport receives funding 
as also does the Robina Hospital, Carrara Health Centre, Gold Coast Surgery Centre, the 
Palliative Care Unit, Mental Health facilities and the many Community Service Centres 
throughout the Gold Coast Health Service District. 
 
$52,239 was provided for the upgrading of Psychiatric Wards 1 and 2 of the Gold Coast 
Hospital  recreation areas.  Murals were painted on walls, flooring and gardens improved, 
shade sails added and sound equipment installed.  This work was carried out after extensive 
consultation with both staff and patients of these wards and the results are very satisfactory to 
all concerned, the patients who live there and the staff who work there.  

Fundraising continued throughout the year with another very successful ‘Gift of Life’ Gala 
Dinner, and a fun filled ‘Cloud 9’ Luncheon.  The support from the Christmas Lightup has 
continued to strengthen and I thank those people who take the time to brighten lives and 
help people in our community.  Three art unions were conducted and Sheila and Dennis 
continue to man the hospital foyer shop.  My thanks go to them and the many community 
fundraising ventures that have been carried out to aid the Foundation.  The support of the 
local community and businesses is ongoing and appreciated

The construction of the new 750 bed Gold Coast University Hospital is well under way and 
is due for completion by December 2012.  I am delighted to announce that the Gold Coast 
Hospital Foundation has been in negotiations with the Queensland Health Project Team to be 
the Head Lessee for the retail precinct of the Gold Coast University Hospital development.  

The new Gold Coast University Hospital as well as the extensions to Robina Hospital will 
present new opportunities to grow the foundation both in the funds raised and the services 
provided. We can look to the future with optimism.

I would like to acknowledge my fellow Board members and congratulate everyone associated 
with the Gold Coast Hospital Foundation on a wonderful year and look forward to continuing 
this success in the future.

GARY BAILDON AM
Chairman

Chairman’s Report Cont..
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It has been an exciting and productive time for the Foundation this 
year, yet tinged with the sad passing of Vice Chair, Eda Beck after a 
brief illness.  Eda was responsible for the formation of the Gold Coast 
Hospital Foundation in 1994 and was a founding Board Member.   She 
was involved in many charitable organisations on the Gold Coast and 
will be sadly missed by all who knew her.  To honour the immense 
input of time, effort and skill that Eda has dedicated to the growth of 
the Foundation, an annual Eda Beck GCHF Education Grant will be 
awarded to a staff member from Gold Coast Health Service District.

The  building of the new  Gold Coast University  Hospital is  progressing 
rapidly and the Foundation’s involvement with this project will be exciting.  Chairman Gary 
Baildon AM has announced that negotiations are ongoing enabling the Foundation to become 
the head leasor for the retail precinct and along with the extensions to the Robina Hospital, the
capacity for further growth is significant.

Support from our sponsors again this year has been very much 
appreciated and special thanks go to: 
•	 Heritage Building Society
•	 Conrad Jupiters Gold Coast
•	 Capital Insight
•	 Bovis Lend Lease
•	 Zeppelin Travel
•	 AV Technology
•	 92.5 Gold FM’s Give Me 5 for Kids
•	 	 Tennyson Printing

The Christmas Lights ‘Lightup’ competitors have also been most supportive and we sincerely thank:
•	 Greg King
•	 Wayne & Kathy Turner
•	 Greg Hawkins
•	 Business Sales Australia

The Year in Review

Michael Kerrison from Heritage 
Building Society with Dr TK Withers 
(right), a Foundation Board Member 
and Head of Neurosurgical Depart-
ment.

Chairman Gary Baildon AM, presents a Certificate of Appreciation to 
Sensis for their generous donation of $10,000.

Our annual events, the ‘Gift of Life’ Gala Dinner and Cloud 9 Luncheon 
which were both held at the Sheraton Mirage, Main Beach were very 
well attended and continue to be major fundraisers  for the Foundation.
The contribution of the local business community towards these events 
help make them the success they are.

Pictured at right are Wayne and Kathy Turner presenting their 
cheque for the proceeds of the Christmas Lights ‘:Lightup’ to 
Development Manager, Beth Dermoudy at the Children’s Ward.
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EQUIPMENT SERVICES AND IMPROVEMENTS PROVIDED TO THE GOLD 
COAST HEALTH SERVICE DISTRICT INCLUDED:

•	 $118,685 to Paediatric Department for  equipment including Isolette Incubator Trolley,  		
	 	 Phototherapy Units,specialised Paediatric gym equipment, operating equipment 	 	
		  (Keep Kids on Coast)

•	 $    1,820 to Paediatric Physiotherapy
•	 $    1,500 to Neurosurgical Department
•	 $       100 to Cardiology Department
•	 $       100 to Mental Health Department
•	 $  52,239 to Mental Health refurbishment of the recreation area of the Psychiatric wards
•	 $       200 to ICU
•	 $  93,540 to Endoscopy Department for equipment 
•	 $  10,000 to GCHSD Symposium

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH GRANTS:

•	 $40,000 Griffith Health Institute/Gold Coast Hospital Foundation Collaborative Research Grants
•	 $10,927 Education Grants
•	 $28,270 Research grants

Refurbishment of recrecreation area of Psyciatric Wards 
P1 and P2 Southport:

The recreation areas of the Psychiatric Wards at Gold Coast 
Hospital, Southport were looking very tired, very uninviting 
and very hot.   After discussing priorities for a ’wish list’ with 
patients and staff, it was decided that the installation of shade 
sails was an important consideration, enabling the use of 
these areas during the hot summer months.  The Gold Coast 
beaches and waterfalls in the rainforests of the hinterland 
were depicted on murals which added colour and visual 

impact to these once 
drab concreted areas.  

Advice was obtained on the correct colour choices and on 
all safety issues.  A new sound system has been installed 
to complete this superb makeover.

Patients and staff truly appreciate the difference these 
improvements have made to their daily living experience.
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RESEARCH GRANTS:

Research Grants have been 
awarded to the following District Staff

CHUAH John									         $10,000
Gold Coast Schoolies - Chlamydia Prevelance Study

SINGH Maneesh									         $  8,470
The use of attenuated total reflection-Fourier Transform
infrared micro spectroscopy on exfoliative cervical cytology 
in the prediction of preterm labour 

VAN TWEST Rod									         $  9,800
A short Anaesthetically Focussed Echocardiogram (SAFE) to
identify Cardiac Pathology pre-operatively - A Pilot Study

TOTAL										          $28,270

2009 Griffith Health Institute/Gold Coast Hospital Foundation 
Collaborative Research Grants
$40,000 donated by Gold Coast Hospital Foundation
$40,000 donated by Griffith Institute Health & Medical Research

Associate
Project Title Chief Investigators Investigators Amount

ALLDRIDGE, Louise Proteomic based comparison of the Dr Louise Alldridge Dr Larisa Haupt $20,200
 breast cancer microenvironment Dr Stephen Weinstein Dr Ann Warrell
 surrounding lymph node negative Dr Metodi Meodiev
 Iymp node positive ER/PgR/HER2-negative
 breast tumours

BROADLEY, Simon Neuromyelitis optica in Australia and Prof Simon Broadley $20,000
New Zealand - MRI features Dr Sandeep Bhuta

CHENOWETH, Lesley Advanced healthcare planning: Prof Lesley Chenoweth $19409
Barriers and opportunities for Dr Jennifer Boddy
hospital patients Ms Michelle Daly

RICKARD, Claire Intravascular device administration sets: Prof Claire Rickard $19650
Replacement after Standard Versus Prof Marianne Wallis
Prolonged use (The RSVP Trial) - 2010 Lynelle Forster

$79,259
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EDUCATION GRANTS HAVE BEEN AWARDED TO THE FOLLOWING 
DISTRICT STAFF:

										        
AKED, Camille									         $2,000.00
ISL Conference - 22nd International Congress of Lymphology
21-25 Sept Sydney 

BRUCE, Tamirin									         $1,090.00
Bone Marrow & Haematopoietic Stem Cell Transplant Conference
Royal Melbourne November 09 

D’ARRIETTA, Louisa								        $2,000.00
V ALA Conference 2010 (Libraries/Technology and the Future)
Conference, Connections, Content, Conversations 9-11 Feb 2010
HILLIER, Nathan									         $1,504.00
International Board Heart Rhythm Exam 
Sydney 16 September

LOMBARDO, Marnie								        $   650.00
Graduate Certificate of Health Management

PHILLIPS, Allison									         $1,495.00
Cert 1 V, Occupational Health & Safety

STEVENS, Leahanna								        $1,188.00
Nurse Practitioners ‘Bridging Gaps Healthcare’ Conference
Sydney 28 -30 October 2009

STODDART, Emma									        $1,000.00
Two Conferences: 
1. Aust College emergency Nurses ‘ Balancing Art & Science’ 7-10 Oct 
2. Aust College Nurse Practitioners ‘Bridging the Gap in Healthcare’
   Sydney 28 - 30 October 2009 

TOTAL								                            $10,927.00
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Conrad Jupiters Gold Coast
$20,000 and over

$1,000 to $9,999

$1 to $999

Donations:

Gold Coast City Council	
Golden Crest Manors Soc Bowls C
June Gould
Alice Grinrod
JWM Hall
Beryl Hall
Margaret Harrington
Bryan Harvey
May Hatfield
Greg Hawkins - Christmas Lights
Lynette Hawroth
Heather	 Haynes
Doreen Hearne
L Heath
Jill Hennessy
Helga Herling
Evelyn Hinchfliffe
Catherine Hobbs
Elsie Horsborough
Thelma Howarth
Nora Hoyer-Schweiter
Hoyland Medical P/L 
In Memory of Alan Boyd - 
N & H Vockenson
In Memory of E M Crooke - 
Ross Williams
In Memory of John Wilson - 
Jenny Wilson
In Memory of Kaare Nylands - 
Oystein Ellingsen
In Memory of Kathy Glennie - 
Ryla Polymeyers & David Preston
In Memory of Noel Smith - 
J O'Harran
V Irvine
Italio Australian & Dante Alighieri S
Noelina Jackson
Richard James
Patricia James
Gordon Johnstone
Frances Kahika
Jeannie Kennaugh
Lola Kent
Lillian King
Jean Knox
Esther Koenig
Michael	 Krell
Yoko Kutzer

$10,000 to $19,999
			   Hugh Russell	 Gidley  -  Bequest
			          Sensis ( Yellow Pages)
			     Vietnam Veterans of Australia

Accounting One
Dick Birner
Bullseye Financial
Coomera Keg Club
First National Broadbeach
Mr & Mrs Peter Gates

Hugh Russell Gidley  -  Bequest
Hello Gold Coast
Heritage Building Society
Greg King - Christmas Lights
Musgrave Hills Bowls Club
Sensis ( Yellow Pages)

Minerva	 Labbard
Victoria Lakatos
Johnny Lam
Peter Lawlor
Margaret Leavey
Pam Leigh-Smith
Anneliesse Lemiszezuk
Gerald Leonard
Yuet Li
Trifon Lighezan
Elizabeth Lovell
Kathy MacIntosh
Richard	 Maher
K Martyn
James Mayson
Maureen	 McCaffery
Julie McCorriston
B McGinnity
Irene McGregor
Gabi Middlemiss
Snezana	 Milovac
Valerie Montgomery
William Morphett
Phillip Morris
Maria Mykytruich
Karen Neller
Graeme	Nichols
Norma Nicholson
Margaret Noske
Dr Adrian Nowitzke
Jennifer Octridge
R M  Palmer
Jenny Parker
Raie Parker
Vernon Parker
Norma Payne
Johanne	Pedersen
Stuart Pennycuick
June Pervical
Maria Peulen
P Poland
L Prenkler
Public Trustee  Social Club
Maxine Purnell
A Quaglio
Jean Rankin
Maria Reynolds
Dora Ridges

Advance Retail Management 
Systems
Eileen Adams
Corine Arkinstall
Tony Avent
John Axiak
Gary Baildon AM
Mr & Mrs Bailey
Jenny Beeston
Edward Bennett
Gunter	 Berhart
Biggera Waters State School
Brian Bindon
Black Uhlans
Bridge at Broadbeach
Barbara Brouwer
Deanna Brown
Vicky Brown
D & E Brown
Business Sales Aust Christmas Lights
Café tins 
Kenneth Caines
AA Car
Centrelink
Mr & Mrs Cheong
Joan Cifuentes
Coomera Anglican College
Debra Corbin
Allan Cowan
Anthony Cox
Mary Crawford
Edna Cruden
Valerie Davies
Joelin Doo
Elizabeth Dutton
Equiplink
Martin Evans
Toh Family
James Fraser
Katherine Fraser
K Fraser
Diane Fulton
Rose Gaddett
Joan Gambrill
GCUH Architecture
Colin Geissmann
Paul & Vicky Gilbert
Marie Gilbert

Elizabeth Rodgers
Val Ross
J Rubis
L Rudd
Hora Sanjakolar
Regan Sawatzke
Betty Schmish
Neil & Barbara Scholes
Dorothy	 Schonfeld
Erica Schweitter
Robert Scott
Phyllis Sculley
Ross Sedgwick
Betty Shepherd
Evi Skolnik
Glenda Smith
Janelle Smith
Geoffrey	Smith
Robert Smith
Freda Sofocleous
Marie Sole
Judy Spain
Paul Stafford
Burt Stanford
Liz Stewart
Noeline Street
Sylvia Symeonides
Evelyn Thomson
Des Tooley
Helen Tribolet
Joyce Vockler
Riccarda	 Wade
Hubert Wahsner
Peter & Michelle Ward
Elma Watson
P & M Webb
Elda Whyatt
Mary Williams
Virginia Woodcock
Carole Woolfe
Rita Wriggles
Glenda Wright
Anonymous	
	

St Hildas School
Wayne & Kathy Turner - 
Christmas Lights
Vietnam Veterans of Australia
Debbie	 Wall
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The Pacific Fair 'Gift of Life' Gala Dinner was held 
at the Sheraton Mirage on Saturday, August 1, 
2009 

An evening of fine food, fine wines and lively 
dancing was enjoyed by 300 guests at the 2009 
Pacific Fair 'Gift of Life' Gala Dinner held at the 
Sheraton Mirage on Saturday, August 1.

MC for the evening, Chris Ivers from 92.5 Gold FM introduced Gold Coast Hospital Foundation 
Chairman, Gary Baildon who spoke of the work that the Foundation does to aid the Gold 
Coast Health Service District and the Gold Coast community.

Dr Adrian Nowitzke, Chief Executive Officer of the Gold Coast Health Service District, gave 
an informative talk on what is happening in the District and the Premier's representative for 
the evening, Peta-Kaye Croft extended the Premier's apologies and also her best wishes for 
a successful dinner. 

Tony Tooma, Managing Director of Knight Frank Gold Coast kindly offered to be auctioneer and 
did a magnificient job, not only selling the Wallabies jersey signed by the team and donated 
by Capital Insight, for $3,400 but also a trip to Fiji from Zepplin Travel which included airfaires 
and a 7 day cruise aboard the MV 'Reef Escape', for $6000. Other auction items sold were 
a signed Titans jersey from the Titans Community Foundation, Dawn Fraser memorabilia, a 
signed DVD from Billabong and jewellery from Amber Leppard.   Our sincere thanks go to 
everyone who donated items and those who purchased them.

Our thanks also go to those who donated for the fantastic raffle, lucky door and business card 
prizes which were won by lucky guests attending the evening.

Presentations were made to our sponsors:
Major Sponsor - Pacific Fair Shopping Centre.
Corporate Sonsors - Capital Insight, Bovis Lend Lease and Heritage Building Society.
Platinum Sponsor for 2009, Heritage Building Society was thanked for their ongoing support 
of the Foundation.

We also acknowledge the contribution made by Tennyson Printing who provide all the printed 
materials for the Dinner.

And then the real fun began! The dance floor was packed with energetic dancers who were 
entertained by the incredible music of Fifi and the Howlers. It was the perfect way to end a 
wonderful evening.
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On Friday, October 2, 2009 at the Sheraton 
Mirage the Gold Coast provided the perfect 
weather for a supurb setting by the pools and 
waterfalls of the Sheraton Mirage at Main 
Beach.

Guests began to arrive at 11.30 and were 
entertained with a classy fashion parade 
provided by Lee Bird's '27 on Tedder'. 

The luncheon  was  a  delicious  concoction of  lemon basted chicken on stir fried greens 
and cardamon pilaf dressed with a tarragon infused cream. Various breads and dressings 
were available and the desert which followed was a perfect accompaniment - vanilla bean 
pannacotta with a mango and redcurrant salsa, cream, and a delightful chocolate shard. 
Both red and white wines were provided and served throughout the luncheon, with coffee 
and chocolates to complete a beautiful meal.

Guest speaker, Professor Anne McMurray provided insight into 
community health and wellness on the Gold Coast. Anne McMurray 
is a Professor of Nursing at Murdoch and Griffith Universities. 
Her area of interest lies in communities, and she has undertaken 
research and published widely in the area of community health 
and wellness. Anne has been a consultant for the World Health 
Organization, and the International Council of Nurses’ Leadership 
for Change program.

She has held a number of research, teaching and leadership 
roles in Queensland and Western Australia, where she is currently 
leading a study of how communities can influence children’s health 
and development. Anne is originally from Canada but has been an Aussie for some 25 
years, 13 of which have been on the Gold Coast. In 2006 she was inducted as a Member of 
the Order of Australia (AM) for her contribution to communities and to nursing. It was indeed 
a pleasure to have Professor McMurray as such a special guest at our luncheon.

This event is very popular with all who attend each year and we look forward to an even 
bigger and better Cloud 9 luncheon in 2010.
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