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The Committee 

The Transport, Housing and Local Government Committee 
(the committee) is a portfolio committee of the  
54

th
 Queensland Parliament established on 18 May 2012. 

The committee’s portfolio areas of responsibility are 
transport; main roads; housing; public works; and local 

government.1 

In accordance with Section 108 of the Parliament of 
Queensland Act 2001, this report presents a summary of 
the committee’s activities during the 2011-12 financial 
year, specifically the period between 18 May 2012 to 30 
June 2012. 

Committee Responsibilities 

The Standing Orders of the Legislative Assembly provide 
that the committee’s responsibilities apply to the 
organisational units within the portfolios of: 

 the Minister for Transport and Main Roads; 

 the Minister for Housing and Public Works; and 

 the Minister for Local Government. 

Summary of issues considered by the Committee 

The role of the committee in relation to its areas of 
responsibility is to: 

 examine bills to consider the policy to be enacted; 

 examine the budget estimates of each department; 

 examine bills referred to the committee for the 
application of the fundamental legislative principles 
set out in s.4 of the Legislative Standards Act 1992; 

 consider the lawfulness of subordinate legislation;  

 assess the public accounts of areas within the 
committee’s portfolio area in regard to the integrity, 
economy, efficiency and effectiveness of financial 
management by:  

 examining government financial documents; and  

 considering the annual and other reports of the 
auditor-general;  

 consider public works within the committee’s portfolio 
areas in light of matters including, but not limited to 
the:  

 suitability of the works for the purpose;  

 necessity for the works; 

 value for money of the works,  

 revenue produced by, and recurrent costs of, the 
works, or estimates of revenue and costs; 

                                                      
1
  The committee was established under s.88 of the Parliament of 

Queensland Act 2001 with the specific area of responsibilities for the 
committee established under Schedule 6 of the Standing Rules and 
Orders of the Legislative Assembly as at 14 September 2012. 

 present and prospective public value of the works; 

 procurement methods used for the works; and 

 actual suitability of the works in meeting the needs in 
and achieving the stated purpose of the works. 

The committee must deal with any issue referred to it by 
the Legislative Assembly or under an Act, whether or not 
the issue is within the committee's areas of responsibility. 

During the 2011-12 financial year, two (2) inquiries were 
referred to the committee. 

Heavy Vehicle National Law Bill 2012  

On 31 July 2012, the Legislative Assembly referred 
the Heavy Vehicle National Law Bill 2012 (the Bill) to the 
committee for examination and report by 13 August 2012. 

A previous version of the Bill, the Heavy Vehicle National 
Law Bill 2011, was introduced to the 53rd Parliament on  
15 November 2011 and referred to the Transport and Local 
Government Committee (TLGC), the portfolio committee 
which had responsibility for transport. The TLGC had not 
completed its report at the dissolution of Parliament on  
19 February 2012, at which time that bill lapsed.  

The 2012 Bill is essentially the same Bill as the one 
considered by the TLGC. The principle objectives of the Bill 
are to:  

 reconcile variations in state heavy vehicle laws to a 
single, unified approach applicable across all states 
and territories; and  

 establish the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) 
responsible for the administration of those laws.  

The new National Heavy Vehicle Law will replace eight sets 
of laws that operate across Australia. 

The committee’s inquiry process includes: 

 on 3 August 2012, a public briefing by the Queensland 
Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR), 
NHVR Project Office and Legislation and Policy, 
National Project Office at Parliament; and 

 on 7 August 2012, close of submissions. 

Motorcycle licensing process in Queenland 

On 7 June 2012, the Legislative Assembly agreed to a 
motion that the committee review Queensland’s current 
motorcycle licensing process and its alignment with best 
practice evidence-based approaches adopted in other 
Australian and international jurisdictions.  

In undertaking this inquiry, the committee will consider:  

 the road safety benefits of introducing enhancements 
or changes to the motorcycle licensing system; 
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 the efficacy of the Q-Ride and Q-Safe training and/or 
assessment processes within the Queensland licensing 
system and whether they align with best-practice 
evidence based adult training/education principles; 
and  

 whether Q-Ride rider assessment is performed in a 
manner that aligns with best-practice evidence based 
adult education and assessment principles.  

Further, the committee will take public submissions and 
consult with key industry and training groups, motorcycle 
rider associations, and road safety experts.  

On 20 June 2012, the committee received a public briefing 
by TMR at Parliament. The inquiry process includes: 

 on 11 July 2012, a public briefing by the Motorcycle 
Riders Association of Queensland and the Centre for 
Accident Research and Road Safety - Queensland at 
the Queensland Parliament;  

 on 27 July 2012, close of submissions; and 

 on 22 August 2012, a public hearing.  

The committee has been asked to report by 31 October 
2012.  

Subordinate Legislation examined 

In June 2102, the committee tabled one (1) report in 
relation to items of subordinate legislation and forms it 
examined: 

 Report No. 1: Portfolio subordinate legislation tabled 
between 25 October 2011 and 14 February 2012.  

Meeting attendance 

The committee held three private meetings (PM) and one 
public briefing (PB) during the reporting period. Members’ 
attendance is shown below. 
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30 May 2012 (PM)         

6 June 2012 (PM)       X*  

20 June 2012 (PM)       X*  

20 June 2012 (PB)       X*  

Inability to attend due to attending another committee meeting. 

Committee expenditure  

The committee is funded from the appropriation made to 
the Legislative Assembly The committee’s expenditure 
during 2011-12 is detailed as follows: 

 

 

Item $ 

Employee costs 52,673.65 

Travel 0.00 

Communications 454.39 

Professional and commercial 0.00 

Other costs (inc. hospitality) 496.10 

EXPENDITURE TOTAL 53,624.14 

Committee Membership 

 

Mr Howard Hobbs MP, Chair 

Member for Warrego (LNP) 

 

 

Ms Desley Scott MP, Deputy Chair  

Member for Woodridge (ALP) 

 

 

Mr Bill Byrne MP,  

Member for Rockhampton (ALP) 

 

 

Mr John Grant MP 

Member for Springwood (LNP)  

 

Mrs Tarnya Smith MP 

Member for Mount Ommaney (LNP) 

 

Mr Trevor Ruthenberg MP 

Member for Kallangur (LNP) 

 

Mr Anthony Shorten MP  

Member for Algester (LNP) 

 

Mr Darren Grimwade MP  

Member for Morayfield (LNP)  

 

Secretariat 

Ms Kate McGuckin 
Research Director  

Ms Rachelle Stacey 
Principal Research Officer  

Ms Liz Sbeghen, 
Principal Research Officer  

Ms Susan Moran,  
Executive Assistant   

Committee Contact Details 

Phone: (07) 3406 7486 Fax: (07) 3406 7070 

Email: THLGC@parliament.qld.gov.au 

Web: http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/THLGC 
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